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(continued)

cats, in turn, are divided into two
groups, and it was from the small
Old World cats of the Felis group,
that we got our present-day domes-
tic cat.

Besides the known facts, there are,
of course, legends concerning how
the cat made its arrival. According
to the Arabs, the patriarch, Noah,
became annoyed when mice and
rats began to increase greatly in
numbers while still on the Ark.
When his efforts to trap the animals
failed, he became very angry. Where-
upon, at his command, the lioness
sneezed violently and produced the
first cat!

If you think the domestic cat’s
origin is veiled in mystery, take a
look at the origin of the Abyssinian.
The stories concerning the Aby run
from ridiculous to extreme. Brian
Vesey-Fitzgerald in his book, “Cats,”
says that the Abyssinian does not
exist at all except as a breeder’s
creation developed from the com-
mon British domestic tabby. Others
have concocted an elaborate legend
to explain this beautiful creature’s
existence, a legend that names it the
“sacred cat of Abyssinia,” and tells
of how, in darkest Africa, wealth was
reckoned in Abyssinian cats, which
even formed an important part of a
girl’s dowry.

There is not much doubt that cats
were counted among the royalty in
ancient Egypt. It is recorded that
the goddess of both war and love,
Bast, was believed to appear on
earth as a cat, and because the peo-
ple never knew just which cat might
be Bast, they treated all cats royally.
In her day of glory, the cat was
an ennobled and exalted creature
held in such reverence and awe that
to kill one, even accidentally,
meant almost instant death for the
“murderer.”

Like their two-legged masters,
Egypt’s sacred cats held positions of
high rank, and when a cat died, great
care was taken by the devout Egyp-
tians in preparing it for burial. The
cat’s body, after embalming, was
wrapped with beautiful multi-col-
ored linen in intricate geometric
patterns. It was then buried in spe-
cial cat cemeteries or the inner
rooms of a Pharaoh’s tomb.

An Egyptian peasant, in 1888, at
Beni-Hassan, accidentally came
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across one of the largest cat ceme-
teries ever discovered. Completely
surrounding him, were cat mummies
by the thousand, reposing on shelves,
undisturbed, as they had been for
centuries — the sacred cats of Egypt,
ancestors of the Abyssinian!

In order to connect the relation-
ships of these two ancient countries,
it is necessary to know that about
3,000 years ago, the Queen of Sheba,
one of the most celebrated of all
women, sat on the throne of Abys-
sinia, and that it is from Menelik,
son of Sheba and King Solomon, of
Biblical fame, and all emperors of
Abyssinia have descended. It was
only natural, therefore, that the pat-
terns and traits of one country
influenced the other.

According to connoisseurs of the
Aby, it was England that served as
the bridge between the Abyssinian
of ancient times and the cat we know
today.

They believe that this breed ar-
rived in England in 1877, with
British soldiers returning from Ethi-
opia (as Abyssinia is known today) .
They cite the following facts to sup-
port their reasoning: In 1876, a
British army under Sir Robert
Napier, invaded Ethiopia, to effect
the release of some 60 Englishmen,
Germans, and Frenchmen. Theodore,
the Emporer of Ethiopia, had ar-
rested the Europeans because he
felt he had been insulted by Queen
Victoria, who had apparently re-
fused his offer of marriage. When
the Europeans were released, the
army returned to England, bringing
several “ticked” kittens with them.

The first listing of the Abyssinian
as a separate breed in England ap-
peared in 1882 and English breeders
began to respect this new and attrac-
tively marked cat.

Mrs. Jane Cathcart of Oradell,
New Jersey, exhibited what is be-
lieved to be the first Abyssinian cats
in the United States in Boston in
1909, though the true beginning of
the Abyssinian Fancy, in this coun-
try, was in 1937, when Champion
Ras Seyum was imported from Eng-
land by Mrs. Martin Metcalf and
Miss Mary Hantzmon of Washing-
ton, D.C. In the 30 years that have
passed since the first import, the
Abyssinian dynasty in the U.S. has
grown continually, and today there
are Aby breeders everywhere, in
every state.

The Aby’s modified, rounded-
wedge head, large, almond-shaped
eyes of green, gold or hazel, tile-red
nose, large cupped ears and svelte
smooth-muscled body, gives him an
exotic appearance which is most
attractive.

He is born a ball of red fur and
matures slowly into an adult cat
with a ruddy brown coat, each hair
being “ticked” with several bands of
red, brown or black, with one band
only on the leg hairs. This unique,
characteristic banding gives the coat
a sparkling, rippling effect of con-
stant motion, even when the cat it-

A MANY-SPLENDORED CAT
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Hiding, rolling, peeking, leaping,

Crawling, washing, stalking,
creeping;

Scratching a pink satin chair
with her claws,

Opening doors with dainty
white paws,

Curling up snugly in baskets of
clothes,

Poking around with her sensitive
nose,

Tangling herself up in yarn
and thread,

Exploring in drawers and under
the bed,

Playing a tune on piano keys,

Batting at flies and climbing
our trees;

Squeezing through fences and
roaming around,

Pittering, pattering with never
a sound,

Leaving footprints upon our
new car,

Gazing and wondering at sky
and at star,

Her endearing young charms go
on without end —

But greatest of all, she can be
my best friend.

self is at rest. Though the Abyssin-
ian is unusually quiet and rarely
uses his soft voice, he is an active,
coiled-spring type of cat, not neu-
rotic or jittery, but tense, and vola-
tile. Rarely are they found in a
relaxed pose. Instead, they are pac-
ers in their cages, with lightning-
fast reflexes, and enjoying nothing
more than a good game of rough-
and-tumble.






