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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN PAPYRUS PAINTING,
Showing a Cat of Abyssinian Colouring.
(By courtesy of the Natural History Museum.

THE ABYSSINIAN CAT.
By H. C. BROOKE

{ Vice-President, .\ln_n-:-.illiim Cat Club).

It is with genuine regret that 1 have to state that
it has heen ilil|m.-.-.i|||t*. even ’f]mllgll some years ago
I appealed for the help of some of the oldest mem-
bers of the Fancy, to discover any really satisfactory
facts regarding the history of this beautiful and in-
teresting breed in this country. The fact is deplor-
able, and 1 cannot but regard it as typical of the
want of deep interest in matters apart from mere
breeding and exhibiting, which is so noticeable in
the Cat Fancy. 1 could give other instances, which,
however, would perhaps be rather out of place here.

In my opinion, and in that of certain eminent Con-
tinental Zoologists, the Abyssinian Cat may be re-
garded as the nearest approach ta the Sacred Cat of
Ancient Egvpt now existing. (Sad to say—a prophet
hath no honour in his own countrv !-=-I am not aware




that any English naturalists have turned their atten-
tion to this eminently interesting breed.)

'rom the various mural and other paintings which
have heen preserved to us from the days of the
Pharaohs, we see that the most common coloration
of the domestic cat in Egvpt some three thousand
vears ago, was much that of the African Wild Cat
of to-day: that is to say, rather lightly striped in
the manner of the tiger, not with the heavier longi-
tudinal markings we usually call ** Tabby.”” When
and where and how the true tabby markings origi-
nated I cannot say, and I doubt if anyone knows. A

Slightly Spotted Type of AFRIGAN WILD CAT
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(Block kindly lent by Messrs, Hutchinson and Co.)

foreign scientist of some eminence wrote a few years
ago that he considered the tabby (by which he
probably meant stripy, whether vertical or horizontal)
pattern to be latent in all domestic cats but the
Siamese, and with this opinion 1 quite concur,
though I am sure not only breeders of Abyssinians,
but also of S.H. Blues, would be very thankful were
it not the case.

I have examined several dozen skins of the African
Wild Cat, which has received so many names in every
language. (Fettered, Egvptian, and Caffre Cat, it
has been called in English; in Latin it has borne vet
more synonvms), and whilst the large majority have
been the common grey lightly striped form, there




AFRICAN WILD CAT, Closely Approaching the
Abyssinian Tvpe (Female).
(Block kindly lent by ‘‘ Chasse et Péche.’’)
In this specimen there was but slight ‘‘ mottling,”
and the “ ticking " was very well defined.

have been others which in gradation lead up to the

Abyssinian as we know it,

As far as T have been able to ascertain, the first
specimen of the KEgvptian or African Cat to be
described was the female mentioned by Rueppel,
under the name of ** Smallfooted Cat " (f. manicu-
lata) in his ¢ Atlas zu der Reise in Noerdlichen
Afrika.”’ Tt appears to show some of the characteris-
tics we demand in the Abyssinian: small size: ** Its
size is that of a middle-sized domestic cat, and
smaller than the European Wild Cat by one third : all
the proportions of its limbs are on a smaller scale ™' ;


































