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KANSAS HAS TWO-HEADER HAVE YOU SEEN AMEXICAN HAIRLESS LATELY? A cat owned by Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 

By TOM KATZ 
In 1900, a book titled "Concerning Cats" 

made its appearance, written by Helen M. 
Winslow, and published by the Lothrop 
Publishing Company of Boston. It en­
joyed an unusual excellent sale since my 
copy is the eleventh reprinted edition. 

Featured among the many illustrations of 
outstanding show cats at the turn of the 
century in the United States and Englantl, 
is a print of a pair of New Mexican Hair­
less ca ts. The caption under the photo­
graph simply states "New Mexican hairless 
cats,. owned by T. J. Shinick, Albuquerque, 
N.M." 

In her discussion of the varieties of cats, 
Mrs. Winslow fails to mention the New 
Mexican Hairless cats, although she does 
refer to Paraguay cats that are "only one­
quarter as big as our ordinary cat, and are 
found along the western coast of South 
America, even as far north as Mexico." 

Now then, what has happened to this 

EXTINCT ?-The Mexican Hairless 
Cats from the actual photograph print 
that appeared in Helen M. Winslow's 
"Concerning Cats." (Courtesy Lothrop, 

Lee & Shepard Co.) 

breed of cats? Have they become extinct 
in the short space of fifty years? Or is 
there a colony of them remaining in 
Albuquerque and in the possession of the 
Shinick family, if indeed Mr. Schinick had 
a family? Noone seems to know, and I 
personally have found nothing of recent 
vintage to prove that the New Mexican 
hairless cats are not extinct. 

Miss Ida M. Mellen, well known au­
thority and writer of several popular cat 
books as well as hundreds of special 
articles, who is well known also through 
her interesting discussions in CATS MAGA­
ZINE, includes among her research, a 
chronicle titled, "The Origin of the Mexic:lll 
Hairless Cat," which was published in 
The Joumal of Heredity, Vol. XXX, No. 
10, October 1939. 

Miss Mellen points out that she beliens 
the breed is extinct, although she states 
that thirty years prior to her article, the 
New Mexican Hairless cats were exhibited 
at cat shows in the United States and that 
writers of cat books wrote of people who 
owned specimens. 

She reveals that the cat "was of a maltes~ 

color, with a pinkish belly; it was aler~, 

agile, intelligent and affectionate." The 

photographs she employed to complete her 
study show that "faint stripes on the sid~s 

and the beginnings of the letter M on the 
forehead characterize the ancient type of 
cat known technically as the striped tabhy, 
commonly as the tiger cat." 

Miss Mellen also reports that the animal 
was hairless except during the winter when 
a ridge of fur developed along the back and 
the upper surface of the tail. 

She is fairly certain that the New Mexi­
can Hairless cat is directly descended from 
the Paraguay cat, which has been referred 
to in various cat books and which Mi~s 

Mellen also believes to be extinct. 
The Paraguay cat was originally de­

scribed by Johann Rudolph Rengger in 
his Natural History of the Mammals of 
Paraguay, 1830. He wrote that is was aO! 
ordinary domestic cat introduced from 
Europe early in the seventeenth centur\, 
and was one-fourth smaller than the d~­
mestic. Its habits, coat and size were 
affected by climatic conditions and usuallv 
sought human habitations during the rainy 
seasons. The coat of the Paraguay cat was 
dark gray striped with black and was e, ­
tremely short. 

Richard Lydekker in his New Natural 
History, 1896, wrote that the Paraguay 
cat may be an ancestor of the jaguarundi. 
Howe\·er. Miss Mellen discounts this state­
ment ,,-jth "the jaguarundi is a natur~l 

enemy of the dcmestic cat and a mating of 
the (\"0 species is said to be structurally 
impossible ... 

Three Americans are included 
1948 list of appro\'ed' judges 
Governing Council of the Cat 
England. They are :\liss Elsie 

on the 
of The 

Fancv 
Hyd~~ 

(Blue Persian), :'-1adame d'Ollone (Sia­
mese) and Mrs. Lerla Gibbon, who now 
resides in Swi:zerland (Smokes, Silver 
Tabbies and Chinchillas). 

Haley of Wichita, Kans., gave birth re­
cently to a kitten with four eyes, two 
noses, two mouths and two tongues, all in 
one head. The head of the kitten. was of 
normal size and the body was not deformed. 
The cat lived only a short time. Its four 
brothers and sisters are thriving, although 
one of them is sporting six toes on each 
front paw. 

KERRY LV CATTERY 
One very nice year old ;Siamese 
queen. Good Type-light coat­
Deep blue eyea-$3S; Siamese and 
Silver Persian Kittens--$3S-$SO. 

Ch. Delphi Don Juan 01 KerTY Lu
 

KITTENS-Breeding and Show Slock
 

STUD SERVICE
 

Carrie & Lucy Clingan 
909 W. 73rd Street, Los Ang.eles 44, Calif. 

CAT SHOW 
KENTUCKY CAT CLUB 

FIRST ALL-BREED EVENT 
Rated All American-All Southern 

LOUISVILLE, KY.
 
February 5-6, 1949
 

Judge-MRS. W ALTER LIMPERT
 
C.F.A. Rules
 

Staged at The Clay Ballroom, Henry Clay
 
Hotel. Cats welcome to this lovely hotel,
 

centrally located!
 
Show Manager:
 

MRS. NECOLIA SLOBODIAN
 
119 N. 46th St. Louisville 12, Ky.
 

Phone-CYpress 8867
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CATS- And All About Them 
By L. H. FAmCHILD, M.D. AND HELEN FAmCHILD 

Covering in detail the successful methods ot selection, breed~ 
iilg, management, housing as well as the traini.ng and habits 
of cats, Complete descriptions oi common ailments, their 
!"('cog-nition <:lnci medication together with the treatment for 
diseases and parasites are a:50 iully tre3teLi. 

Completely revised, this book has all the rna lcrial COD­
tained in the original plus up to date information on the 
newest drugs used in cat c<J.re, including useful endocrine 
(glandular) products. 

PRICE· - • - $2.50
 
CANADA AND FOREIGN- - - $2.75
 

Order Direct from the Authors
 

FAIRCHILD CATTERY 
BOX 27 CARLSBAD, CALIFORNIA 


