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In fact, gods continued to rise throughout
Egypt’s history. Perhaps the easiest
method to understand this is to take as
example the Egyptian gods Osiris and Isis.
Osiris, tamily successor to Amon, was the
god of the living world. His wife was lsis,
and the people of Bubastis, not to lose
identity with their own cat goddess,
formed a family wherein Isis and Osiris’s
daughter was Bast. Since, later, Osiris was
supplanted by the national god Re, and
Osiris and Re merged somewhat, Bast was
also the daughter of Re.

To those people of Bubastis, the cat
was a semi-revered animal as it roamed
the streets. Cats in the Temple of the
Goddess were very definitely sacred
animals and, since the average Egyptian
was & devout person, Bubastites carried
their beliefs with them as they traveled in
Pharaohs’ armies.

Narmer, also known as Menes, was the
first Pharaoh and began the First
Dynasty. He established his capital at
Memphis, not far from the apex of the
Delta, and while Heliopolis became the
Holy City, Letopolis was a trading center.
The Egyptians traded with Levant and
sent expeditions into the Sudan where
felis caffra roamed,

The Third Dynasty found the capital
still at Memphis, and Pharaoh Djoser
brought the area of Lower Nubia under
Egyptian control. This area was not as
barren then as in later, modern times,
since large herds of cattle were grazed
there. Lower Nubia, of course, was very
close to the northern Sudan where our
wild felines frolicked. In the Fourth
Dynasty, there were wars against the
Nubians and in the Fifth Dynasty, Nubia
seemed to be completely under sway of
Egyptian rule. Unas (Userkhaf) traveled
to the First Cataract near present Aswan
and inscribed his name on the rocks
there. Sahure, his successor, sent ships to
Punt (Somaliland) for slaves, myrrh,
ebony and metal. The Sixth Dynasty’s
Pharaoh, Pepi I, continued control of
Nubia and impressed numbers of Nubians
into the army. Rather than having these
soldiers serve in their own territories,
they were moved into the Delta regions
where Bubastis was later to become an
importan{ center. As the Nubians were
moved there, the armies conscripted in
the Delta regions were, of course, trans-
ferred to the outer reaches of Egypt’s
holdings. Mernere, last of the Sixth
Dynasty Pharaohs, is also found por-
trayed in a relief on the stone of the First
Cataract. Harkhuf, his trusted governor of
“the South,” was also made governor of
this region as well. Harkhuf went, four
times, into the far land of Yam. These
seven- to eight-month expeditions
enabled him to return with ebony, ivory,
frankincense, and “‘every good product.”
The last time he returned with a “dwarf”
and because of this, in particular, his
expedition, himself, and the ‘“dwart”
were immortalized in the Pharaoh’s
inscriptions. It is postulated that Yam
was, perhaps, as far inland as the hills of
Darfur, which is not far from the Congo
areas and the pigmy peoples.

Dynasties rose and fell, Egypt declined
temporarily. then in the Twelfth Dynasty
Amenembat il began traffic with Punt
and the copper mines at Sinai were

established. Sesostris II continued
expanding Egypt. Forts were built at the
Second Cataract near what is now Wadi
Halfa, the frontier was established as
Semna, and Egypt’s power was perma-
nently established beyond the First
Cataract. Advance outposts were built as
far south as Nubia and to the Third
Cataract of the Nile.

The Thirteenth and Fourteenth
Dynasties were relatively concurrent.
While the Egyptian Dynasty was torn
with civil war, Nubia broke free from
Egypt in the south and the Hyksos
Dynasty, the Fourteenth, began and was
set up in the eastern Delta at Avaris. The
Hyksos Dynasty reached midway
between Thebes and Memphis while the
survivors of the Thirteenth Dynasty based
themselves in Thebes and set up a resist-

ance, although they were uncomfortably
close to the emerging power of Kush,

In the Seventeenth Dynasty the
Theban prince, Sekenemre, attacked the
Hyksos king. Sekenemre?s son, Kahmose,
continued the war until Egypt was once
again in her own power in the Eighteenth
Dynasty. During the war to regain Egypt,
however, not only Nubia but the Lower
Sudan regained freedom from Egypt.
Their liberty was not to last long, for
Thutmose [ began to restore what had
been Egypt’s by extending her boundaries
south beyond the Fourth Cataract. He
even journeyed to reach that stretch of
the Nile flowing from Dongola and then
up beyond the Fourth Cataract until he
came to Kurgus. This was less than 300
miles from what was destined to be the
Kushite capital of Meore and only 400
miles from present day Khartoum. After
the death of Thutmose I, the Kushites of
the Dongola reaches revolted, but were
crushed. Thutmose Il lived only a short
while, and after his death his wife,
Hatshepsut, became one of the few
women Pharaohs of Egypt. She neglected
war, advanced the causes of trade, and

turned to the erection of great monu-
ments. The great series at the Temple of
Deir el Bahri, opposite present Luxor,
tells the fabulous tale of an expedition
into the land of Punt, the “myrrh ter-
races” and this fabulous pictorial narra-
tive is spread around three walls. The
narrative shows the ships embarking,
traveling, trading, and then returning
“very heavily (laden) with marvels of the
land of Punt: all goodly fragrant woods
of God’s Land, heaps of myrrh resin, with
fresh myrrh trees, with ebony and pure
ivory, with green gold of Emu, with
cinnamon wood . . .incenses...eye
cosmetic, with apes and monkeys and
dogs and skins of the southern panther,
with natives and their children.” Punt,
although never conquered, was often a
fruitful area for Egypt.

Thutmose III, Hatshepsut’s son,
wrested control from his mother and he
resumed foreign conquest, which encom-
passed the Sudan, and began Egyptianiz-
ing the Nubians. Grandson Amenhotep
III put down a rebellion in Nubia and
power over Kush was maintained until
the Nineteenth Dynasty.

It was during the Nineteenth Dynasty
and the reign of Ramses Il that construc-
tion of the rock-hewn Nubian Temple at
Abu Simbel was begun. There were actu-
ally two temples, one for Ramses Il and
one for his lovely wife, Nefertiti. These
were the temples that were removed,
piecemeal, to the plateau above when
they were threatened with inundation by
the High Aswan Dam. This was also the
turbulent era of the Hebrew exodus from
the Delta, an area swarming with foreign-
ers who had emigrated to Egypt. The
Kingdom of Bubastis, during this time,
was actually an ally of the Phoenicians
and Lybians. However, the Upper Nile
that reached past and into Egypt’s hold-
ings remained relatively unaffected by the
influx of foreigners and remained “‘pure”
in religion, politics, and culture.

In the Twenty-First Dynasty, Egypt
began to suffer internal strife and was
divided between Thebes and Tanis. At the
same time, Solomon ruled in Palestine
and Queen Belkis (Balkis), Queen of the
Shebans (Sabaeans), as the Bible relates,
came to Solomon ‘“to prove him with
hard questions,” bringing a train of
camels laden with spices, gold and pre-
cious stones. Ethiopian tradition believes
that after she returned to her capital at
Axum in northeast Ethiopia, she bore a
son by Solomon, named him Menelik,
and gave him the throne when he reached
manhood. Thus began the Solomonic
Dynasty, whose present representative is
His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie,
Emperor of Ethiopia, King of Kings,
Elect of God and (by descent from
Solomon) Conquering Lion of Judah.

Other historians think the Biblical
Queen of Sheba did not come from
Ethiopia at that time, but from Saba, a
thriving country across the Red Sea
where Yeman and Aden are now. It was
in later years following her death that the

Sabaeans, an aggressive, technically
advanced people, crossed over into
Ethiopia, subdued the Kushites, and

established their capital at Axum.
During the Twenty-Second Dynasty,
King Sheshonk (Shosenq, also Shishak
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from the books of Kings and Chronicles)
seized control of both Upper and Lower
Egypt and, with little confusion of resist-
ance, unified Egypt again for a time.
Although he was technically of Libyan
origin, he came from a family of high
priests that had lived at Herakleopolis for
generations. This Dynasty restored
Egyptian prestige and when civil war in
Palestine followed Solomon’s death,
Sheshonk raided Solomon’s Temple. This
Pharaoh also established the Bubastite
Dynasty and Bubastis became a hub of
commerce and of worship. Bubastis is
actually a Greek word and reputedly, the
town was originally called Pa-Bast. Bast,
the cat goddess, was known as Bubastis,
translated: She of (the city) Bast. The
city of Bast (Pa-Bast) came to be known
by the resulting name P-ubasti, meaning
“house of Ubasti.” This was the town
Pibeseth of the book of Ezekiel, men-
tioned when the Hebrew prophet an-
nounced that Egypt would fall. Many
dynasties later, the Persians swarmed into
Egypt about 350 B.C., overran Bubastis,
and razed the city about the same time
the Saebaens had thoughts of conquering
Ethiopia.

During the time of the Bubastite
Dynasty, however, Kush began to develop
its own culture and power. Napata had
long since been famous as a center for the
worship of Amun (the ram). The King-
dom of Kush had not been a real force in
the area but in the Twenty-Third
Dynasty, Kush became truly important.
The technique of ironworking, it is said,
went southward by way of the Land of
Kush. Napata was the capital and it was
located down the Nile from Khartoum
and the Sixth Cataract. Site of the
Temple of the Sun, and despite being
overshadowed by the ruins of Egypt,
Napata has a wealth of pyramids, palaces
and temples. It is the site of the famous
Lion Temple as well as the granite rams
of Amun-Re, Stelae are worked in fine
basalt, butl are not yet decipherable. The
peoples were not Egyptian per se, but had
learned Egyptian pomp, comfort, politics
and religion. Kashta was the first great
king of Kush, and seeing the internal
strife in Egypt, he invaded.

The Twenty-Fourth Dynasty, ruled by
Egyptians in Lower Egypt, was concur-
rent with the Twenty-Fifth Dynasty.

The Twenty-Fifth Dynasty was estab-
lished at Thebes and came to be known as
the Ethiopian Dynasty. In a sense, the
Nubian Pharaohs were as Egyptian as had
been the Lybian-descended Egyptians
who had held sway especially during the
Twenty-Second Dynasty and the era of
Bubastis. After all, Upper Nubia had been
within the Pharaoh’s orbit since the time
of the Fourth Dynasty and their culture
had become largely Egyptian. Kashta’s
son, Pianhky, completed his father’s con-
quest and then began the renaissance of
Egyptian culture, Different cultures had
caused a divergence from the ‘classic”
form of Egyptian art, and the Nubian
Pharaohs sought to bring back the old
classic forms. In 666 B.C. the Assyrians
invaded, and Ethiopian Pharaoh
Tanwetamani withdrew back beyond the
cataracts.

After their retreat from Upper Egypt
to their previously held homelands, the
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Kushite capital stayed at Napata only
until 530 B.C, when it was moved to
Meore and closer into the interior. The
next momentous historical event took
place about 300 B.C. when the Sabeans,
also known as the Abyssinians, the
Habashan, and the Axum, overran the
Land of Kush. They finally merged with
the Kushites to form the present nation
of Ethiopia. Next door to this newly
emerging nation were the lands of the
Bantu and Nilotes, who were a Swahili-
speaking peoples.

As a sort of name review, let us
examine some of the places mentioned in
the preceding. Abyssinia, according to
Webster, is synonymous with Ethiopia.
Defining Ethiopia tells one it is an empire
in eastern Africa, annexed by Italy in
1936 and recovered by British Forces in

el

1941. It also mentions, as if in passing, it
is an ancient country south of Egypt. The
word Ethiopian is defined as meaning,
among other things, pertaining to the
Hamitic languages. As an addendum, the
term Cushitic is found and this pertains
to a group of Hamitic languages spoken in
Ethiopia and Somaliland, and is also
spelled Kushitic. Cush (Kush) is the
region referred to in the Bible as settled
by descendants of Cush and finally
identified as Ethiopia. Cush, the man, is
the son of Ham in the Old Testament and
he, in turn, was the son of Noah.

But just what has this review of
ancient history meant as far as the
Abyssinian cat is concerned? Consider.
Egypt’s Delta seemed to be coincident
with the general Land of Kush as a
birthplace of civilization in the African
continent in and around the area of the
Red Sea. By virtue of the rich Delta and
Nile valley, civilization seemed to have a
head-start in this locality, with Kush
following only a little later. As Egypt’s
power grew, she encompassed the lands
and people around her into herself.
Kushites were taken to the areas of

|
|

Lower Egypt, conscripted into the
armies, and Egyptians from the Lower
Egyptian regions were sent to those far
reaches as replacements and overseers.
With the Egyptians went their gods and
beliefs and—among them-went Bast.
Those Kushites who dwelt in Lower
Egypt and fought with their northern
neighbors assimilated the beliefs of their
overlords. There is little doubt, therefore,
that Felis lvbica and Felis caffra were
often transported hither and yon as their
human masters were moved back and
forth across the map of Egypt. Cats
themselves were not specifically men-
tioned in trade recitations, it is assumed,
either because they were the familiars of
only one local god that rose to promi-
nence during only the Twenty-Second
Dynasty, or because they are mentioned
in the undeciphered stelae that rise
enigmatically in the fields of Kush. It
would, actually, be difficult to say that
the Abyssinian cat came only from Egypt
or only from Abyssinia (ancient Kush or
modern Ethiopia) since these two peoples
were so inseparably intermingled during
ancient history.

The first source to propose the theory
that the Abyssinian cat actually came
from Abyssinia was an excellent little
booklet called Journey from the Blue
Nile published by the United Abyssinian
Club, Inc., and written by Aida B.
Zanetti, Elinor Dennis, and Mary E.
Hantzmon. This booklet first reports that
Prince Zhode Selassie, the nephew of the
Emperor and a student of David Sayre of
Oxford University, was unable to find a
resemblance between our modern
Abyssinian and anything he knew at
home. He reported, as had others, that
domesticated (pet) cats of any type were
rare in his country. It is the opinion of
the author that domestication, in this
sense, is best translated as pet, and
perhaps pet cats are relatively unknown
to the common peoples and, from all
evidences, little known Lo the people in
higher circles, as well. The keeping of cats
as pets seems to come only when a people
have achieved a great deal of leisure time
and mastered the keeping of dogs as
pets—such as have the English and
American peoples, for example,

By reviewing books about Ethiopia,
almost every historian or researcher who
has journeyed through that country has
left an obvious absence of mention of the
feline fauna of that land, save Henry Salt
who, in 1805, made the first reference to
cats in the index of his volume. He
mentioned that tame (translated, perhaps,
as semi-domesticated and surely not pets)
cats are to be found in every house in
Abyssinia. It had, heretofore, been as-
sumed that the population apparently felt
very little interest in cats. Salt also
described United States enlisted men and
officers returning from those lands re-
porting they had seen native cats, rather
half-wild and half-tame creatures, and
that they are routinely eaten by the
peoples there. One does not normally
make a pet of the chicken that will be
butchered for the dinner table, yet, the
chicken certainly is not a wild fowl that
must be hunted with cunning and killed
with stealth.

Mention has been made of the peoples
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who speak Swahili, and from those lands
adjacent to ancient Kush comes a fascina-
ting legend. The only really lasting fable
from Abyssinia that has shadowed the
Aby was that wealth was measured in the
number of Abyssinian cats owned by the
king of a tribe and that in Africa’s
interior, a maiden’s dowry was counted in
these remarkable felines. Now, however,
comes a tale similar to Rudyard Kipling’s
The Cat Who Walked by Himself, the tale
of Paka, the Cat. Swahili-speaking tribes-
men pick from African folklore the tale
of a wise, yet very frightened little cat
who lived in the wild, dark jungle by
himself. Being an intelligent little feline,
he knew that only by cunning could he
survive and he determined to find a
companion whom he could trust and with
whom he could live, thus relaxing the
ever constant vigil that kept him alive, He
first befriended a hare, feeling the speed
of the little creature would serve as a
warning, but the hare fell prey to a fox.
The fox, in turn, was dinner for a
leopard, who in turn, was vanquished by
a lion. Undaunted, the cat still sought a
protector, even though his faith had been
placed four times and had been lost four
times. Just when he felt the lion was truly
the ultimate friend and protector, the
mighty elephant conquered the lion. For
months, the little feline lived in peace and
security until a strange creature that
walked erect on his hind legs and carried
strange sticks that could slay from a
distance felled the mighty monarch of the
jungle. Completely wary in placing his
trust in others, the cat followed this
strange creature from a distance until he
came to a village—a man-village. As the
man entered a hut, the cat crept up into
the rafters and listened and watched.
Quite to his surprise, the man’s mate
began to rail at her husband for not
bringing home a portion of the elephant
he had slain, and beat her spouse over the
head, and drove him from her presence.
The cat waited ...and waited ...and
waited. Then the aroma of something
delicious came from a large cooking pot
and he was drawn irresistibly by that
aroma. The woman turned, and recogniz-
ing the little creature as one she had seen
devouring mice in the forest, ladled out
some of the porridge. She stirred it until
it was cool, and set it where the cat could
reach it. Warily, the cat advanced. Then,
as his belly began to warm with the
delicious food, he felt a strange feeling,
and as a hand softly caressed his back, his
back rose to meet the caress. A purr
sing-sang tfrom his body and he knew that
here he had found not only the strongest
protector in the entire jungle, but a friend
to share a special love,

While this African folklore is not
directly associated with, is it possible that
it was an outgrowth of the legends told
by the Egyptian ancients, modified,
retold, and told again by tradesmen.

It has been postulated that Felis caffra
of Egypt, alias the Caffre Cat, alias the
Kaffir Cat, was the originator of the Aby.
It has also been postulated that Felis
lybica of Abyssinia is really another color
phase of the same little feline, Johann
Rudolph Rengger described the Caffre
Cat of almost a century ago as tawny-gray
with yellow or off-white on the belly.
Thin black stripes appeared on the body.

The tail was longish, a bit thick at the
base, ringed and tipped in black. There
were black rings around the neck, trans-
verse streaks on the cheeks, and the
beginning of the letter “M” on the
forehead. The ears were large and erect,
the soles of the feet dark. He described
them as muscular cats with nice, long
legs. He further stated that they
resembled the Abyssinian breed of his
day. (Remember the Abyssinian of his
day differed slightly from the modern
Abyssinian, notably in such areas as a
dorsal line, etc.) If this is true, then it is
fairly safe to say that the Abyssinian of
Rengger’s day and of our own day could
be the descendant of the ancient Felis
caffra. But, let us note Abyssinian’s Felis
lybica: a grayish colored feline with a
slightly buffy cast to the coat. Blackish
stripes are found over a grayish-reddish
ground color and the tail ringed and
tipped in black. Again, the soles are
dusky in color, One can easily see that
the general description is of what appears
to be the same cat, One cat is tawny-gray,
the other is grayish-red, and this is the
only major difference in their description.

The first time this fascinating feline
entered modern history and forsook his
native land was when, as Gordon Stables
reported, Mrs. Barrett-Lennard brought
an Abyssinian cat named Zula to England
in 1868. Journey to the Blue Nile reports
that Brian Vesey-Fitzgerald contacted the
Barrett-Lennard family, who stated they
had no record of either the woman or the
cat. It is also aptly pointed out that it is
strange to find a white woman in
Abyssinia at that time. It was in 1867
that Sir Robert Napier had been sent by
the British government to enforce the
release of at least sixty Europeans who
had been arrested by Theodore, the
Emperor of Ethiopia. The result of
Napier’s foray was that Theodore took
his own life and British troops were able
to leave the country in May of 1868.

Whereas the account of Mrs. Barrett-
Lennard’s importation of an Abyssinian
cat may be open to conjecture, there is
little doubt that some of the English
soldiers would have easily become at-
tached to native felines and that not only
cats, but kittens, could well have entered
England through this more probable
method. British soldiers were probably
not unlike the soldiers of that ancient day
of Bubastis where their love of cats was
concerned.

Although Brian Vesey-Fitzgerald
states it is unlikely that there had been
any further importations of the
Abyssinian cat into England since the
supposed importation of Zula, Mrs.
Barrett-Lennard’s pet, since there were no
Abyssinians listed in the show records,
there is a possibility that there definitely
were Abyssinians in England. After all,
soldiers are not, as a general class, often
found frequenting cat shows.

The first actual listing of the
Abyssinian as a separate breed was in
1882, and both Harrison Weir and Louis
Wain, two authorities of that day, were
dubious about the Abyssinian’s claim to
designation as a breed. They were both of
the opinion that ‘very passable”
Abyssinian-type kittens were born from
time to time as the result of chance
matings between very ordinary tabbies.

This, of course, tends toward being
ridiculous, However, had those tabbies
been former Abyssinian or Egyptian cats
brought to England by soldiers and/or
sailors, then Abyssinian kittens certainly
could have been produced and seen wan-
dering the streets.

The Abyssinian had caught the fancy,
however, even though the title had not.
They were called British Ticks, and even
Bunny Cats or Cunnys. Although Mr.
Wain had the fanciful notion that they
could be produced from common tabbies,
he showed a great infatuation for them
and kept quite a number. He described
them as having dark gray or blackish-gray
ground color, British-type heads, and
heavily barred legs and tails. Compare this
description with those of Felis caffra and
lybica and you have very similar descrip-
tions. Progress toward advancement of
the Abyssinian was rather slow, but
satisfyingly stable. It was in 1937 that
registration jumped from about 30 or 40
to 92. Mr. Sidney Denham, who has done
a great deal of research on the history of
the Abyssinian in England, felt that the
Italian invasion of Ethiopia stimulated
public interest in the breed. Thus, the end
of one war resulted in the appearance of
the first Abyssinian and the beginning of
another war rekindled interest in the
lovely little feline. During the Second
World War the Abyssinian, like some
other breeds, suffered greatly. Many fine
Abyssinians had been exported to
America, so the breed continued.

After the revival of the breed, a few
breeders tried to trace the origin of the
breed, with little success. Despite a
perusal of many volumes dealing with the
exploration of Ethiopia, the first refer-
ence to cats was made by Henry Salt.
Rosita Forbes, an explorer who authored
From the Blue Nile to the Red Sea, states
she never saw a domestic cat in that
country. James Bruce, who traced the
origin of the Blue Nile to its confluence
with the White Nile later wrote about his
1769 expedition, but the cat is absent
from the pages of his report. As men-
tioned, however, American servicemen
and officers have noted cats in Abyssinia.

The real bridge that spanned ancient
and modern history was a little kitten
born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on
Thanksgiving Day of 1957. Mr. William
Maguire and his wife were in Ethiopia
where Mr. Maguire was head of the
four-year teacher training program at the
Haile Selassie I Day School. As typical
Americans, they did not hesitate to adopt
the tiny six-week-old kitten who had
been born of a native domestic cat and
semi-wild male. As the kitten matured, he
displayed both intelligence and a delight-
ful disposition. Smokey P. (P. for people)
even starred as Pyewacket in an American
production of the Addis Ababa Little
Theater Group’s production of Bell, Book
and Candle. When the time came to leave,
the Maguires did not hesitate to seek a
method of bringing their cat home with
them. Here was quite a problem, as they
seemed to be the first who had requested
an exit visa for a cat. Ingenuity and
perseverance prevailed, however, and an
official document was issued giving per-
mission for the Maguires to ‘‘export a pelt
with a live animal in it.”” And what did
this “pelt” look like? A photograph
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revealed a very “Abyssinian” type coat,
the ticking obvious, the pencillings about
the eyes visible, although there is a faint
barring. Smokey was, said the Maguires, a
carbon copy of his wild father, In fact, he
appeared so much the wild animal that
when he was flown past his destination
and stranded for three days in New York
City, the handlers had not dared open his
small carrier, fearing that he was every bit
the wild cat they assumed him to be, He
is, however, in every respect the cat
known to us by the name Abyssinian. His
color is ruddy, his ticking good, even
though there are some bars on his tail and
legs, and there is a complete absence of
white beneath the chin.

We have described the wild Felis caffra
and lyhica, the not-wild Smokey P., and
it is only fitting that we should now
describe the Abyssinian briefly, This
lovely creature has a coat ruddy-brown in
color with the tone shading to a sandy-
red on the underparts. To one who is
accustomed to dealing with colors, the
coat is basically burnt sienna and the
belly and underparts gold-ochre. The
ticking of the coat is accomplished by the
bands, one to three in number, of dark
brown or black on each hair shaft. The
ticking is even over the saddle, sides,
chest and tail but the undersides and
insides of the forelegs should have no
more than a single band of dark color at
the tip. A darker shading along the spine
is allowed if the cat is fully *‘ticked” but
a dorsal stripe 1s undesirable, as are bars,
rings, tabby markings or an unbroken
necklace. The ears and tip of the tail are
tipped in black or dark brown, and on the
face in a lighter colored area above each
eye, a short vertical dark-brown line is
present. These are called “pencillings’
and could be the beginnings of Rengger’s
letter M. The paw pads are black, with
the color between the toes extending up
the back of the hind legs about an inch,
thus the soles are “dusky’ in color. The
nose is tile-red and the eyes may be either

gold, green, or hazel. The cat itself is lithe |

and muscular, with a medium-sized body
on fine-boned legs, tapering to small,
round feet. The head has a modified,
slightly rounded wedge and there are
large, pointed ears, The tail is thick at the
base, fairly long, and tapering.
Throughout this discussion, it has
been evident that neither tabby markings
nor white areas about the chin are
welcome., The modern Abyssinian has
been carefully bred until he is almost a
selt-color and an almost sparkling,
ethereal feline. Yet, his basic coloring is
termed agouti and is quite prevalent
among wild animals, as borne out by Felis
[vbica, Felis caffra, and the ubiquitous
cottontail, the most beneficial factor
being its value of camouflage. It seems to
be a standard conclusion that if color
were to be taken into consideration, it is
virtually a proven fact that minus a few
tabby-like markings on the part of his
wild cousins, the Abyssinian is, indeed,
the result of the wild felines of Ethiopia
and Egypt, ultimately cultivated in Egypt
and then, finally, the product of selective
breeding by modern cat fanciers. Before
the bars on the tail and halfway up the
legs, along with the black dorsal stripe
continuing to the tail were bred out of
the Abyssinian, these markings along with
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the dark soles of the feet, the pencillings
of the eyes, tipped ears and tail, and
cheek lines helped prove the relationship
between the Aby and his far-flung rela-
tives. Cream areas under the neck and on
the stomach were also a linking factor
between the Aby and the ancient Cat of
Cush. It is strange that many of these
markings, once indicated with pride when
comparing the ancient with the modern,
should have been eliminated.

The first officially recognized
Abyssinian color has been the Ruddy
tone, the details having been given previ-
ously. This has always been the “‘classic”
color, A more recent color has been
recognized, and this is the Red
Abyssinian. The color is to be a dark,
glowing red. All the ticking and markings
are to be shades of chocolate brown, and
black will disqualify. The only other
color difference is in nose leather, which
is rosy-pink instead of tile-red.

Old cat books give reference to a
Silver Abyssinian, which is being stoutly
rejected by most breeders today. It was
also rejected in 1882 by H. C. Brooke
who pioneered Abyssinian literature by
writing The Abyssinian Cat, a booklet. At
that time the Silver Abyssinian was indis-
criminately bred with the Ruddy
Abyssinian and any breeder will tend fo
agree with Brooke that this “did an
infinity of harm to the breed, by intro-
ducing a gray tinge into the coat.”
Although Mr. Brooke did not care for
them, Mrs. Carew-Cox, who followed Mr.
Brooke in position of Abyssinian author-
ity, owned a beautiful Silver Abyssinian
that appeared in the 14th Edition of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica, An American
Abyssinian breeder who once found a
squirming little silver nestled beside her
ruddy littermates described the base coat
as palest oyster-gray, ticking in silver-
white, so she looked frosted. The paw
pads and lips and ear edges were black,
and the nose tile red. The black trimming
gave her something of the mascara allure
of the Silver. While this kitten was from
recent Abyssinian history, the early
Abyssinian breeders of America also
scemed to have had and accepted Silvers.
It is postulated that Miss Jane Cathcard
of Oradell, New Jersey exhibited Silvers,
since two of her cats were Champion
Aluminum and Salt, shown in the 1900’s.

Of course, color alone would not be
sufficient to bind the Abyssinian to
Caffra and Cush, but the body is very
definitely that of the lovely statues of
Egypt—the relatively small head, broad
and slightly rounded and sloping forehead
and straight nose with shallow muzzle.
These curved cheeks, prominent forehead
and straight nose with shallow muzzle
indentation show even better in
silhouette and look for all the world like
a living reincarnation of the beautiful
statue of the Egyptian cat residing in the
famous Louvre Museum in Paris.

Because of the zeal of Egyptologists,
naturalists, historians, anatomists and
other dedicated people, the Abyssinian
breeder can fully trace his cat’s lineage
back to the Egyptian Pharaohs, And
while the breed was cultivated in Egypt,
it truly came from Abyssinia—at least in
part. Thus the Cat of Cush, the Caffra
Cat—our Abyssinian—truly has a doubly
royal heritage. (-]
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