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Havenwood's Taga

A DEVELOPING BREED—

THE BRISTOL

by Patricia Elliott

THE ORIGINS OF the new breed
which we call the Bristol Cat are
rooted in a nondescript, many-colored
cat who was adopted by a United States
Army captain and his family during
a stay in Australia, The cat (whose
name [ do not know) was so much loved
by this family that they decided to
bring her back when they returned to
the United States.

What they did not know was that
she was bred before they left Australia.
Some six weeks after she arrived in
America she gave birth to two kittens--
a little female as nondescript as her
mother and a fine black male who was
kept by the family. The little female
was wanted by no one and was des-
tined for the animal shelter. Since we
place many cats and kittens in homes.
she was brought to our Havenwood
Cattery where she stayved for many
months. No one seemed to want her.

Merry Mary, as we came to call her,
was sweet, lovable, remarkably in-
telligent and completely ugly. Her
status as ‘unwanted'’ and her sunny
disposition made us accept her as a

THE RRISTOL CAT
PROPOSED STANDARD

Base color o be fawn with geay
overtones, shading to fawn on belly,
Markings to be bittersweet chocolate
oo head, legs and sail, warmer choco-
late color, All maskings to be broken,

Medium massive body—over all im-
pression ro be that of 4 powerful car—a
domesticated jungle cat,

Neck to be medium length and
thick—again powerful, Chest broad and
powerful,

Head to be medium massive, but
not to he short and cobhy, Muzzle
should be medium length, with a firm
jaw and chin. Chin sad noxe 1o meet
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in a strasght [ine. Whiskers break des
sirable, Boning ol the cat to be medium
heavy.

Legs to be medium in length. Bon-
ing of legs to be in propomion to bal-
ance of body.

Tail 1o be medivm length and thicks
ness. Tapering slightly from base to
rounded tip.

Ears ta be almost as broad ac buse
as at tp, Tip is 0 be rounded and set
slightly forward, Thumb print desie-
able,

Color of the eyes to be sca=green,
Eyes 1o be forward in head, oval in
shape with slight bins taward ears,

Stands in crouched position as in
jungle cat about to steike,

“house cat’’--a very special position
around Havenwood.

We found it easy to overlook her
long lean oddly colored, striped and
ticked body, her skinny, blunt-tipped
tail, her unusually large wide-spaced
ears when we looked into her clear,
brilliant hazel eyes, and® when she
beguiled us with her winning manners
and capacity to learn “'play games.”

Later, when Merry Mary grew up and
informed us she wanted to become
a mother we mated her with a Burmese
stud from the cattery, hoping in this
manner to improve the physical appear-
ance of her kittens and thus be able
to find suitable homes for them. We
intended to have her spayed after
this one litter. However, the unusual-
ness and beauty of many of the kittens
from this litter caused us to subse-
quently breed her to another Burmese
stud. It is out of these two breedings
that the basic Bristol stock was de-
rived. Since we have no idea of Merry
Mary's background, we can not guess

as to what breeds she owes her own

characteristics.
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cats in championship competition!

16318 Lakewood Blvd.

The American Cat Assoriation

Started in 1899, America’s oldest registry

WHY SHOULD YOU REGISTER WITH ACA?

Because the American Caf Association is America's oldest registry and our
records contaoin pedigrees of all cats back to 1899!

Because o registration number is only as good as the pedigree records be-

Be sure that your pedigrees are fully protected, by registering with the first and oldest

WHY SHOULD YOU EXHIBIT IN ACA SHOWS?

Because the American Cat Association is the ONLY association that requiries
stud book registration of ALL breeds in championship competition!

Becouse YOU will never pay your entry fee to compete against ‘foundation

Because YOU will never sell a cat as a pet and later see it entered in an
ACA show, either “‘listed’’ or with a ''foundation number’'l

Register and show with ACA — the only Association that can offer pedigrees back o 1899
and the only Association that protects the breeder by requiring studbook registration for all

WHY NOT REGISTER YOUR NEW LITTER NOW -
FOR JUST $1.00

ACA Secretary — Lou (Louise) Murray
213/TO 6-6897

Bellflower, CA 90706

The kittens from the original breed-
ings have been bred back to both
Chocolate- and Sealpoint Siamese to
obtain the confirmation and color
desired in the new breed. The line has
now bred true for the past six genera-
tions.

Bristol kittens are small replicas
of the adult except that the deep
chocolate color of the stripes and
blotch are not achieved until the cat
is about a year old. Eye color usually
develops by about four months.

Perhaps the most enticing aspects
of the Bristol are their pleasing dis-
position and truly remarkable intelli-
gence. They are '‘people cats.' They
exert themselves to please you and to
gain your approval. Yet, they are not
““lap’’ cars. Courageous and intelli-
gent they gain your attention, your
admiration and love. Their smooth
chunky bodies and shining coats with
lines and spots of deep chocolate on
fawn remind one of a jungle cat, a
domesticated jungle cat with a happy
disposition!

No Bristols are yet available for
purchase, However, many have been
leased to selected families. More
leasing will occur now that the breed
is fairly well set and more kittens are
available.

Havenwood's Diablo, Merry Mary's
grandson is the only Bristol who has
been shown so far. He has consistently
placed best or second best in AOV and
Experimental Breed classes in Cali-
fornia, Arizona and Nevada cat shows,
This coming season several new
Bristols will make their debut on the
show scene.

Merry Mary is now a great-great-
great-great grandmother. She has been
spayed and spends most of her time
supervising the training of her descen-
dants. She is a ‘‘house cat.’” The
nursery is upstairs in the house. This
is where she may usually be found,
playing with the babies--licking them,
teaching them tricks and games.

ABYSSINIAN CAT CLUB OF AMERICA

A non-profit organization devoted to
the advancement of the Abyssinian Cat.

Secretory and Newsletter Editor
Aarjorie Pallady

1121 Wilshire Blvd.

Oklahoma City 16, Qklahoma




