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LAST MOVTH WE left off our analy­
sis of rhe Abyssinian randard in rhe 
mid r of a discussion on rhe size of 
cars in general as well as Abyssinians 
in parricular. We were in rhe process of 
noring rhat rhe fitsr instinctive reacrion 
to the porrioo of rhe descriprion undet 
"Body" which srares that the proporeion 
and general balance are more co be 
desired rhan mere size is co jump to rhe 
conclusion that a large cat is whar is 
wanted but that a smaller one of har­
monious proportions would be preferable 
to a large one less perfectly balanced. 
Then we remember thar ir is stipulated 
earlier in the standard rhat the Aby is 
co be of medium size, so we are forced 
ro the conclusion that either a large cat 
or a small one, if well balanced, should 
be preferred over rhe proper medium 
size if it is less well put togerher. 

This brings us ro another poinr. 
Tradirionally rhe Abyssinian was the 
large r of the Foreign Shorchair breeds, 
presumably as large as the Domestic 

horrhair but appearing smaller because 
of the finer bone srructure and more 
lissome in outline. Ir would seem from 
the present standard thar this ideal has 
been abandoned or ar leasr warered 
down in favor of a smaller car. Does 
rhis mean thar rhe Aby is, slowly and 
lirtle by little, going to go the way of 
so many of our Siamese inco effeteness? 
After all, a cat need not be uodersized, 
delicare and fragile in order ro have 
"foreign shorthair" rype, for rype is a 
matter of proporeion, not of size. 

\fZING UP ANOTHER BREED OR TWO 

Here I am going co digre s a little 
into some general rhoughts on size. 
When ir is specified that the preference 
is for a medium size, but thar greater 
srress is to be placed on proporcion and 
balance than on mere size, leeway is 
given to go eirher direcrion co find a 
specimen of excellene bal nce. For 
some reason, when such leeway is 
afforded, the preferen e always seems 
to lean coward rhe smaller animal 
rather than the I rger on rhe grounds 
rhar ir is "more refined." As in anyrhing 
else, though, ulrra-refinemene can dere­
riorate into decadence and this may not 
alw ys be the wisest appro ch, especial­
ly from the paine of view of the future. 

Take, for instance, the word "cob­
by" used co describe Persian rype. 
This was taken direcrly from the type 
of horse known as a "cob." The dic­
tionary definicion of rhat rype of horse 
is "shore-legged, thickset horse." ote 
that this definition refers only co shape 
and makes absolutely no mention of 
size. The shorrne ss of legs can be 
derermined only rhrough their relation 
co rhe size and shape of rhe body co 
which rhey are attached. "Thickset" 
is also a relative term. These two 
designations may be equall y applicable 

OCTOBER 1972 

PART II 

AND SOMETHING ABOUT SIZE IN GENERAL­

MORE ON
 

THE HAPPY MEDIUM
 

ABYSSINIAN
 

by Jane S. Mareinke 

to a very large or a very small animal. 
The Persian standard calls for it to be 
"large or medium in size." Nore that 
"large" is placed first and so may be 
raken to mean it is the first choice. 
Traditionally Persians were the largest 
of any recognized breed, larger even 
than the basic domestic shorchair. 
Little by little over the years they have 
been bred down in direct coneravencion 
of the standard's specification for size 
into a "small to medium" size with 
preference given to the smaller so 
long as it is short-legged and rhick­
set - even sometimes, if the truth be 
known, when it is not thickset, meaning 
heavy-boned. The change has been 
wroughr, as always, because or that 
magic w rd "refinement," yet why 
should we feel that smali size in itself 
consricures refinement? A very large 
Persian, provided only th t it is cobby, 
i. e., shore-legged and thickset, and 
meets rhe further requirements of a 
massive head and being equally massive 
across shoulders and rump, will cer­
tainly fit the standard as presently 
written better than even a medium cat, 
much less a small one. How can one 
possibly reconcile the word "massive" 
with small size? Yes, we have the well­
meanr stipUlation in this same standard 
tbat quality is to be the determining 
consideration ratherrhan size. Because, 
if not true cobbiness, at least rhe ap­
parem semblance of it, is easier to 
achieve in a small car than a large one, 
more and moce the smaller cats have 
been chosen over the large ones umil 
now most of the younger breeders and 
judges have almosr completely over­
looked the fact thar rhe Pers ian car is 

to be a large cat with a rna si e head, 
etc., provided only thar the physical 
characteristics and balance are correct 
as laid down in the srandard. 

Faced with two cats of equally 
excellent proporeions, one large and 
the orher small, most people now 
assume that rhe small car is more re­
fined and so the better choice. Have 
they read their srandards larely? All 
else being equal, ir is the larger cat 
which meets rhe srandard better than 
the smaller one. In short, the mall 
Persian cat is notreally "more refined" 
in the ense that refinemene means 
moving closer to perfection since rhe 
srandard has always stipulated and srill 
does that the Per ian is a "large" cat, 
even "medium" being placed in a 
secondary position ro "large." 

The Persian cats' he Ith and stamina 
have been materially lessened by 
breeding for the maIler size. If we 
wam to ratrle a few old ske letons in 
closers, this change, this habitual 
disregard of what is called for in rhe 
srandard, came about bec, use some 
we ll-known and influential breeders 
found their catteries producing small 
cats and "sold" the public and rhe 
judges on the idea that thi consticuted 
refinemenr until now most people ex­
press surprise when confroneed with the 
srandard's provision which, by implica­
tion, indicates that small size is exact­
ly contrary to the ideal. Sometimes it 
is a good idea to go back and read and 
analyze rhe standard of one' own 
chosen breed as rhough seeing it for 
rhe first rime insread of the usual 
skimming through ir by rate and wirhout 
thought. 
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The stipulation in the /o,·janx standard 
for "small or medium" with the ever­
growing tendency to breed for small cats 
in the belief that they are "more refin­
ed" has been one of the major contribut­
ing factors in the difficulties within 
that breed and a lessening of the stress 
on small size and a greater toleration 
of a larger, sturdier cat, provided always 
that its proportions are correct, would 
almost certainly help in easing at least 
some of these problems. Think back to 
some of the greats of the \1anx breed, 
notably one who may have been the 
greatest of all, "Tra-\1ar's Sunny." 
Anyone who had the opportunity to 
handle him will remember him vividly to 
the end of his days. Small? Hardly, 
when considered against what is being 
given preference today, but superbly 
healthy and sturdy with hind legs so 
powerful that an army mule could we 11 
envy his kick, yet he was outstanding 
in type as well. I can vividly remember 
the day when the Manx cat was con­

idered to be a large and powerful 
animal and in those days there was 
less need for the hand-wringing we see 
today over the breeding problems en­
gendered by the dangerous trend toward 
miniaturism. A cat need not be tiny to 
be very short proportionately from 
shoulders to rump, after all. 

The Siamese are being bred smaller 
and smaller year by year, and year by 
ye r they are acquiring more worrisome 
difficulties and showing less and less 
stamina, extending even to a general 
expectation that they are not likely to 
live to any great age s they once did 
and that other breeds still do. 

SMALL IN SIZE, LA/~GE IN TROUBLE 

In short, breeding for small size 
inevitably brings trouble in its wake, 
and this brings me back to the Abyssin­
ians which are our main topic of dis­
cussion. In recent years some breeders, 
disregarding the tradition that they 
were the largest of the foreign shorthair 
breeds, seem to be showing a preference 
not nil' for the type akin to the Siamese, 
but also for the size of today's iamese 
a well. If this trend continues the 
Abys, which should be a superbly 
healthy breed, could deteriorate serious­
ly as have the other breeds in which too 
much emphasis has been laid on small 
size in the mistaken belief th t this in 
itself constitutes refinement. If a small 
cat with no reserve of strength, with 
breeding difficulties and all the other 
weaknesses which tend to accompany 
small ize constitutes "refinement," 
then let us have a little more vulgarity 
in the form of larger cats in rude good 
health. Their type can be just as clo e 
to the standard as that of the small cats. 
A pox on these people who would damn 
and doom a good breed simply because 

their own programs of intense inbreeding 
designed to "Set" type have produced 
smaller cats and they want their cats 
to win. Every man for himself and the 
devil take the hindmost. Come on, 
cudgel our brains. What i the best way 
to make the public believe a small cat 
is better if the standard calls for a 
larger one? Why, simply say it is "more 
refined," of course. Go on and say, 
either pityingly or sneeringly, that the 
larger ones are coarse, uncouth louts. 
Down with them! Say it often enough 
and the brainwashing technique will 
work. Their cats will win and those who 
are breeding to the stipulations of the 
standard and for the future stability 
and viability of the ir breed will be 
looked down on as people "who have 
not moved with the times." 

Once again i have been carried away 
and have strayed from our Abys. It 
might be well to take these object 
lessons in the other breeds to heart 
while there is still time to prevent the 
lovely Abys from being weakened as 
those have been. It could be helpful, 
if this standard is to be rewritten, to 
make it clear that, even though a medium 
size cat is still to be considered the 
ultimate in quality - if this is what the 
Aby breeders fee I is proper - the we 11­
balanced larger cat is to be preferred 
over a well-balanced smaller cat if 
equal quality of conformation and 
balance is not to be found in an entry 
of medium size which should, of course, 
be preferred over either when it is 
available. 

Obviously my concern in all this is 
to preserve the health and stamina, but 
from the point of view of enlightened 
self-interest, so should yours be, you 
Aby breeders. Good type means little 
if it is not accompanied by health, vigor, 
stamina and the ability to reproduce 
without difficulty. 

TO OTHER POINTS 

Now back to the standard. The legs 
are to be "proportionately slim, fine­
boned." All well and good, but what is 
their length to be in relation to the 
body? Are the back legs to be the same 
length as the front? We are not told 
this, nor is it specified that the back is 
level which would have indicated that 
all four legs are to be equal in length. 

The paws are to be "small, oval 
and compact ... When standing, giving the 
impression of being on tip-toe. Toes, 
five in front and four behind." This 
impression of standing on tip-toe ready 
to jump up and down in eagerness is not 
only one of the outstanding characteris­
tics of the Abyssinian breed, but also 
one of its most endearing ones, so it is 
well that much be made of it in the 

tandard. An Aby which gives the im­
pression of standing flat-footed looks 
simply "blah" and lacks an e ential 

and distinctive feature of the breed. 
Again, the number of toes, since we 
have not yet accepted polydacty Is in 
any breed, is superfluous here and 
could be better contained in a list of 
features common to all breeds. 

Oh joy! We have come to a descrip­
tion which is complete and adequate. 
The tail is to be "thick at the b se 
fairly long and tapering." Yes, some 
may carp at the word "fairly" since it 
is imprecise, bur it is forgivable hete, 
for one understands that the cail is 
long rather than short, but not to exce s. 

The coat is to be "soft, silky, fine­
textured, but dense and resilient to the 
touch with a lustrous sheen. Medium in 
length but long enough to accommodate 
two or three bands of ticking." The 
springiness of the Aby coat should be 
so noticeable that, even if one were 
blindfolded, it would be possible by 
touch alone to identify the breed. This 
glorious feature of the Aby is utterly 
lost in the Swedish type of Abys which, 
as mentioned earlier, show (00 many 
traces of their outcrossing to Siamese 
practiced so widely in Europe a iittle 
earlier. Ideally the coat should have a 
trampoline effect. In short, it bounces. 

The paragraph for condition specifies 
that the Abyssinian is to be "lithe, 
hard and muscular, giving the appear­
ance of activity, sound health and 
general vigor. Well-balanced tempera­
mentally and physically, gentle and 
amenable to handling." Broadly speak­
ing, here is another specificarion which 
should come under the general features 
common to all breeds. However, because 
of the history of this breed in the not­
yet-forgotten past when, through unwise 
breeding practices, the disposition and 
temperament were almost wrecked to the 
point that most judges would have pre­
ferred to risk handling a wild Cat rather 
than an Aby, one understands the insis­
tence laid on gentleness, temperament 
and willingness to be handled. The Aby 
breeders have worked hard and long to 
eliminate the undesirable traits of 
disposition which, although not normal 
to the breed, had been allowed to creep 
into it, and now, having succeeded in 
their aim for the most part, they are 
naturally unwilling to see their work 
undone. For this reason there is real 
justification for the retention of these 
provisions in the standard itself in 
this particular breed. After all, rhe 
novices coming into the fancy cannot 
remember, as so many of us do, how 
great the problems were some years 
ago, and it is essential that they be 
alerted not to tolerate anything in the 
way of poor disposition which could 
be hereditary in natute. 

Awards are to be withheld for "a 
white locket or white anywhere other 
than nostrils, chin and upper throat 

(Continued on page 25) 
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area. Kinked or abnormal tail. Dark 
unbroken necklace. Gray-black hair 
with no ruddy undercoat. Incorrect 
number of roes." 

If one accepts the premi e that 
causes for withholding awards are de­
sirable in rhe srandards - and, as you 
already are aware, I do not - rhen rhese 
causes are all ample reason for such 
wirhholding. Here some leeway is given 
the judges in determining where the 
"upper throat area" ends. However, 
for rhe benefit of novices, perhaps it 
would be well to mention rhat any area 
of white, however small, which is 
separated from the rest of the white of 
the rhroat area by dark fur, must be 
considered a locker and is not accept­
able even if placed fairly high. There 
is another type of white harder to define 
and pin down - rhat is rhe white which 
hangs down from rhe whire of the upper 
throat area as though a drop of wer 
white paine had dribbled down, yet which 
is still a part of the whire and nor 
separated from it. There are varying 
opinions as CO how serious a faulr this 
is and, since the exrene of the "drip" 
can differ so widely, this is probably 
an area where the decisions must be 
made for each individual case rather 
than on an overall basis. 

Penalries are ro be given for "off­
color pads. Long narrow head. Shorr 
round head. Barring on legs. Rings on 
tail. Coldness or gray cones in coat.'· 

Color in the Abyssinian is ail-im­
portant. There are rwo recognized colors, 
Ruddy and Red. I wrote some monehs 
ago on the paradox involved in the use 
of these two color designations, so I 
will not couch on that again jusr now. 
The descriprion for Ruddy is: "Coal 
ruddy brown, ticked with various shades 
of darker brown or black; the exrreme 
outer tip ro be rhe darkesr, wirh orange­
brown undercoat, ruddy to the skin. 
Darker shading along spine allowed if 
fully ticked. Tail ripped wirh black and 
withour rings. The undersides and fore­
legs (inside) to be a rine to harmonize 
wirh rhe main color. Preference given 
to NA.JARKED orange-brown (burne­

ienna) color. ose Leather: Tile Red. 
Paw Pads: Black or brown, with black 
be,ween toes and extenning slightly 
beyond the paws. Eye Color: Gold or 
green, the more richness and deprh of 
color rhe better." 

Dark fur nexr co the skin over wide 
are s must be considered a very grave 
fa ult. However, it is not necessary ro 
state this specifically since it is dis­
tincdy required that the coat be "ruddy 
to the skin" and it is always berter 
that these marters be stated positively 
rather than negatively. 

The standatd fat Red is: "Warm, 
glowing red, disrinctly ricked wirh 
chocolare-br wn. Deeper hade of red 
preferred. However, good ricking nor ro 
be sacrificed merely for deprh of color. 
Ears and rail ripped wirh chocolare­
brown. T se Learher: Rosy pink. Paw 
Pads: Pink, wirh chocolare-brown 
berween roes, extending slightly beyond 
paws. Eye Color: Gold or green, rhe 
more richness and deprh of color rhe 
bener." 

Here we do not have rhe sripularion 
of rhe base color clear ro rhe skin. 
While dark undercoat has probably not 
as yer become a hazard in the l1eds, ir 
might be well to anticipare thar it may 
become so in time and guard against it 
by making a positive sratement similar 
co thar in the Rud y srandard. 

Ar one rime the standard required 
that awards be withheld for any black 
hairs on Red Abys. For some reason 
this was dropped from rhe standard, 
whether beca use ir proved to be no 
problem or whether as a move roward 
greater leniency in judging this color I 
am not certain. To a purist, however, 
black hairs in Red would be, ar the very 
lea r, unsightly and this might well 
sril1 be considered a serious color fault. 

We have an anomaly in this color 
standard in that two distinctly different 
eye colors are sancrioned in each color 
class. I quesrion rhe wisdom of this. 
If rhe Abyssinian breeders are unwilling 
to discipline themselves into accepting 
one eye color and one ani y, then it 
would seem to be more fair thar rhere 
be rwo classes similar ro rhe rhree 
classes of Whites separated on rhe 
basis of eye color, bur ler us nor open 
rhar can of worms j usr now. 

Even rhough I have nor yer complere­
ly "spoken my piece" on rhe Abyssin­
ians,Iamgoing ro srophere. Probably ­
hopefully - I have said enough ro srarr 
some thinking, some discuss ions, possi­
bly even some arguments, and rhar is 
rhe main purpose of rhis series. Only 
when attention is focussed on matters 
lived with so long thar familiariry wirh 
rhem has bred contempt - arrention 
resulting in a head-on collis ion berween 
hot defense of rhe present wording and 
crusading zeal for constructive change ­
can progress come about and, in the 
case of rhe Abys, I am play ing rhe role 
of the gadfly, for there is great need 
for improving rhe wording of this srall ­
dard to make ir more precise and defin­
irive. If you have been stung enough, 
you will take it from here and come up 
wirh a standard a novice can breed by 
and a judge can judge by wirhout· 
hesitancy or doubt - AND we will then 
begin to see only one type of Abyssinian, 
whichever rype ir may prove to be - and 
that will be determined by the Abyssin­
ian breeders themselves-in the shows. 
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