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ABYSSINIANS ­

THE HAPPY MEDIUM 

by ] anc S. Martinkc 

PART I 

;\5 WE COST/S['C our analysis of 
the standards of the various breeds I 
find mys If pproacbing the next one, 
the Abyssinians, with a considerable 
amoum of trepidation for a number of 
reasons. 

Probably there is no other breed 
wbich is quite so difiicu]t to "pin 
down" in cI r wording. An adequate 
standard, after all. is not just a thumb­
nail sketcb of tbe features of thc cat to 
be llsed as a general guidel ine for 
cxpen breeders and judges. It must 
also, witbout becoming verbose, d ­
scrlbe in complete detail not only the 
sal ient features whicb set it apart as a 
breed, but also the fine poims whose 
conformity to the standard can mark the 
difference between a mere Iy good cat 
and a truly great one. All of tbis must 
be pinpointed so perfectly that even 
some ne unfamiliar with the breed, 
confronted with a representative speci­
men of it and armed with a copy of the 
standard, can unerringly identify it as 
a cat of that breed and, within reason­

able limits. make a fair assay of its 
quality. 

Most good things somewhere Some­
how have tbe defects of their virtues 
and. since the dominating featurc of the 
Abyssinian breed which has brought it 
down to us thus far as a very viable 
breed and which can, if not interfered 
\V ith unthinkingly, preserve it in a 
healthy and sound state for future 
generations, is the very lack of the 
deviant charaereristics found in most 
breeds ar und which we can focus 
their written standards. it is not an 
easy tbing to produce for it an adequate 
standard which cannot be misconstrued. 
It is, therefore, not witb [iticism but 
witb deep sympatby and understanding 
that I say that so far this basic need 
for a clear and unequivocal standard 
which will convey something close to 

tbe same mental image to everyone 
re ding it has not been achieved. 

On all sides - from novices, from 
experts, from judges - I hear tbe same 
somewhat plaintive complaint that the 
present Aby standard can be used to 

justify whatever type of cat any in-
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dividual or gr up chooses to believe is 
the perfect Abyssinian cat. Obv iously 
this complaint is justified, for if it 
were not we would not find two major 
types of Abys being bred for, as we do. 
not to mention the variations within 
these two types defended by smaller 
groups. One is left with the imptession 
that the breeders are, with a high 
degree of kennel-blindness, reading 
Into the standard authority for the parti­
cular type of cat which the genes of 
their own bloodlines are producing for 
them. This is a very human trait and it 
would do no harm i{ - and tb is is a 
very big .. if" - the standard were 
worded with such precision that the 
flaws in the arguments on either side 
could be pointed out and backed up by 
the standard. Unfortunately. this is not 
the case at present. 

Pity. then, the poor judges. They 
are bound by the standard. Thev must 
render their decisions solely ~n the 
basis of the standards and without 
regard to their own personal preferences, 
prejudices and beliefs or wbat they 
might wish the standard to convey. 
When they are confronted, as in this 
case. with a standard which can be 
made to be all things to all people, 
tbey are in a very real dilemma. They 
must make a firm decision in each and 
every cla 's, regardless of breed. and 
here they find themse IVeS with one for 
whic h there is nothing undeniable and 
undebatable that they can cite as an 
absolute and incontrovertible basis for 
the ir dec is ions and rest the ir case. It 
is small wonder then that some judges 
are even hesitant to seleer catS of tbis 
breed to place in the top fina Is. 

On the one hand we find the breeders 
who wallt a type of cat which comes 
perilollsly close to looking like a Sia­
mese wearing a different uniform. On 
the other we find those who feel that 
the best Abyssinian is something not 
very far removed from the type of an 
American Shorrhair - an honest one 
uncontaminated by Pers ian. to be sure, 
bur still an American Shonhair. 

There are those who want the coat 
to be not anI springy, but so heavy 
and so long as t give rise to whispered 
hints that this is evidence of cross­
breeding with Persians - which at one 
time w s occasionally indulged in with­
out its appearing on the records for the 
specific purpose.: of retaining the type 
of coat which is the proud hallmark of 
the Abyssinian and is found in no other 
breed. Others, who have acquired the ir 
bloodlines from forebears imported 
irom Sweden or elsewhere in Europe, 
where there was deliberate outcrossiog 
with Siamese reflected in the shorr 
slick coats, prefer that type of coae. 
'il:'hy not' That is what they have. 

The unhappy judge, trying to steer 
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a perilous course between Scylla and 
harybdis and hoping to make :l wise 

and sane decision based on the stand­
ard has on Iy two choices. He can de­
clare himself as favoring one type over 
the orher, using the v. gueness of the 

tandard to bolster his opinion and 
make his decisions accordingly. His 
other recourse is to fall back on his 
artistic perception and select the cat 
which looks and feels "right" to him 
instinctively. ln either case he must 
be wholly consiStent in his judgmems, 
choosing always the same general look 
of cat, else the breeder-exhibitors may 
rightfully declare that he is capricious 
in his decisions. Exhibitors being, 
even as judges, very human, this can 
lead to charges of favoring certain 
people, manipulating the wins, etc. No 
maner which method he uses he will 
find himself in the unhappy pas ition of 
being accused by approximately 50% of 
the exhibitOrs of having insufficient 
know ledge of the breed to be entrusted 
with the judging of it. What is the un­
fortunate judge to do, pray tell? /low 
can he be expected to decide with 
certainty that "this, this and no other" 
is the one and only Abyssinian cat if 
the breeders themselves have been un­
able to come together on the standard 
sufficiently to enable them to furnish 
one which is genuinely definitive and 
which cannot be misconstrued or mis­
interpreted. Don't blame the judge, 
blame yourselves. The judges do not 
make the standards. They only follow 
them. 

Let us examine the present CF A 
standard in detail. Under the he' ding 
"General" we find, "the overall im­
pression of the ideal Abyssinian would 
be a colorful cat of medium size and 
firm muscle, giving the impression of 
eager activity and showing a lively 
interest in all surroundings." This 
presents no particular problems. One of 
the outstanding features of the Abyssin­
Ian breed IS that it never appe. rs 
phlegmatic but IS always agog with 
interest in what IS going on around it. 
There IS some slight difference of 
OpInIOn on the color which might be 
mentioned here beca use of the use 
of the word "colorful." 

No one questions that the undercoat 
of the Ruddy Aby should be a brilliant 
rich orange-brown hel1vily ticked on the 
tips over the upper portions of the body 
and that the underportions should be a 
clear orange-brown complete II' free of 
ticking or barring, the more vibrant the 
tone the better. ome breeders fee I that 
a ood Aby cat will, even with the most 
cursory glance, leave an impression of 
rather flamboyant brilliance of oloring. 
Others feel equally strongly chat to the 
casual glance the coat should appear 
somewhat subdued wich the incense 
brilliance bursting on one as a delight­

ful discovery when the cat moves 
naturally or is handled. Which is right' 
They can't both be. 

We are told that the head should be, 
"a modified, slightly rounded wedge 
without flat ['1 nes; the brow, cheek and 
profile lines all showing a gende con­
tour. A s light rise from the bridge of the 
nose to the focehead, which should be 
of good size with width between che 
ears and flowing into the arched neck 
without a break." Exacdv what does 
this really mean' We anem'pt to picture 
"a modified, slightly rounded wedge 
without flat planes." Modified, all right, 
but modified how? A wedge, yes, but is 
ic a long wedge or a short one' One 
would assume that since we are given 
"a slight rise from che bridge of the 
nose to che forehead" thac the profile 
IS not to be straight, but that the divi­
sion of che nose from the forehead is 
not sufficiently extreme as to be de­
fined either as a "break" or as a 
((Stop.' , 

Let us take the last semence of the 
description again. "A slight rise from 
the bridge of the nose to the forehead 
which sh uld be of good size wich width 
between ears and flowing into the arch­
ed neck without a break." Which flows 
into che arched neck without a break. 
the nose or the forehead' [n other 
words, are we viewing it from the front 
or from the side? After a careful study 
of this I am led to the conclusion that 
this has to mean that, whecher viewed 
fullface or in profile, the top of the 
head must be at least slightly convex, 
but this is merely whac seems to be an 
obvious deduccion and it IS not so 
~ratcd. It is :dways helpful In know 
whether the top of the head is rounded, 
flat or concave and to what degree. And 
come to that, exactly whm is intended 
to be conveyed by "an arched n k'" 

The muzzle is to be "not sharply 
pointed. Allowance to be made for 
jowls in adult males." This would 
seem to imply that the nose is to be 
somewhat poilHed, but not extremely so. 
On the other hand, chis is a rath r 
vague statement. It might also be in­
terpreted as meaning that the muzzle is 
somewhat blum. There might be stili 
other meanings read inca this. In any 
case, it seems to me chac this confliccs 
to some extent with the prev ious 
definition of a "modified, slightly 
rounded wedge \V ithout flat planes." 

The dictionary definition of a wedge 
is, "a piece of hard material with the 
principal faces meeting in a sharply 
acute angle, for raising, holding or 
splitting objects by applying a pounding 
or driving force as from a hammer." The 
picture which is furnished as an illus­
tration of this definition is that of a 
five-planed solid with all the angles 
sharp and one of them acute. Is chis 
really canson nt with the concept of 
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bcow, cheek and profile lines all show­
ing a gentle contour? In using the 
word "wedge" as a description one 
should consider the entire wedge and 
not JUSt one of its flat planes. The 
whole concept of a wedge is endanger­
ed by the addiri n of "modified, slight­
ly rounded." One can onlv assume that 
those seeking to adapt ~he form of a 
wedge to the shape of a car's head are 
thinking only of the frontal plane of the 
head and one face of the geometrical 
figure, and that one not the principal 
one. 

Is it really necessary to specify that 
allowance is to be made for jowls in 
adult males' After all, males of any 
breed of cats tend to develop jowls 
after attaining the ir full masculine 
maturity and especially those used 
frequently for stud purposes. Surely 
this belongs more propedy in a general 
preface covering all recognized breeds 
and is unneeded here. 

The ears are to be, "alert, large 
and moderately pointed; broad and 
cupped at base and set a though 
listening. Hair on ears very short and 
close-lying, preferably tipped with 
black or dark brown." There is no quar­
rel with this description of the actual 
shape and placement of the ears. How­
ever, the rest of this description may 
be misplaced and could be more useful 
elsewhere in the swndard, remember ing 
that any description should be pi, ced in 
the portion most likely (0 be consulted 
by someone wishing to check on that 
particular feature without reading the 
emire standard. The hair on che cars 
being very short and close-lying IS 
excellent from a descriptive poim of 
view, but the que,o,tIOI1 is whether it 
belongs here or under the heading of 
Cntll, since the description under ears 
should be primarily set and placement. 
Ho vever, the black and dark brown 
tipping which is indicated as being 
desirable would cerrainly be far better 
placed under CU/Of. It could be com­
pletely overlooked in the present loca­
tion and a novice might even mi c ke 
this desirable feature for a fatllt since 
it is noc specified under CO/Of where he 
would be most apt to look for some 
clue on this. 

Eyes are to be, "almond-shaped. 
large, brilliant and expressive. Neither 
round nor Orienta I. Eyes accentuaced 
by durk lidskin, encircled by light­
colored area." Here again we have 
some problems. First, the eyes are 
described as being almond-shaped, yet 
they are noc to be Oriental in shape. 
This can be confusing because many 
people use almond and Oriental synony­
mously in connection wich the shape of 
eyes, so that the only thing here which 
is cleorly definitive is chat chey should 
not be ro und. 

( onlinued 011 pa e 5~) 
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gratu!a tions on the sanit), of using 
descriptive words to define the proper 
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The stipulation for dark lidskin 

encircled by light-colored area is again 
confusing. It is not stated that the 
light-colored area surrounding the skin 
is fur rather than skin. Actually, these 
light-colored rings are the "goggles" 
which appear in ali colors and all 
breeds of tabbies - and yes, the Aby is 
really a form of tabby in many respects. 
Long, long ago when the breed was 
newly brought to England it was widely 
and quite openly interbred with the 
tabby domestic cat of that country and 
so retains some of those chara teristics. 
In any case, the dark lids kin and the 
light-colored rings belong with the 
rest of the color description which is 
incomple te \V ithout this part of the 
coloration and that of the ears. One 
should not be expected to assume that 
portions of the color requirements will 
be found sc::tttered pieccm"al thtough. 
out the standard rather than being 
gathered into one SpOt under the quite 
appropriate title Color. 

The body is to be, "medium long, 
lithe and graceful, but showing weil 
developed muscular strength without 
coarseness. Abyssinian conformation 
strikes a medium between the extremes 
of the cabby and the svelt" lengthy 
type. Proportion and general balance to 
be more desired than mere size." Here 
it is possible to offer heartfelt con-
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body outlines rather than falling into 
the trap of stating that it strikes a 
medium between the cobbiness of the 
the Persian and the svelteness of the 
Siamese (which used to be described 
as the "foreign shorthair" type) which 
would have necessitated consulting two 
other standards in order to determine 
the meaning of this one. This IS a 
constructive approach. 

Then we come to something that 
might be considered an anomaly. Pro­
portion and general balance are more to 
be desired than mere size. This would 
seem to imply that' this breed is to be 
either quite large or quite small, yet 
we have been informed, as noted earl ier, 
under the heading GC'lleral that this is 
to be a Cat of medium size. Presumably 
one is intended to infer from this that 
a large cat OR a small cat perfectly 
ba lanced is to be preferr('rl over the 
stipulated medium cat less well bal­
anced, but this is nor the first instinc­
tive reaction to the present wording. 
One tends to jump initially to the con­
clusion that a large cat is desired. 

I wanted to digress here .1 little for 
a general discussion on the size of 
cats in the various breeJs, but I have 
run out of space, so we will continue 
our discussion of the Abyss iniall stan­
dard next month, but begin it with some 
general thoughts on size. 

"SOLD EVERY CATil 
That's a typical quote from our 
classified and display cattery ad­

vertisers. CATS reaches more 
INTERESTED cat people than any 
other pet publication. 

1549 North Highland Ave. 
Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

312/253-0614 

HIMALAYANS 

BON BON 

Flo-Sher CATTERY 
Cream, Blue, Bluecreom
 

PERSIANS
 
(Top Blaodlines)
 

Flo-Sher	 Bobby 
Cream 

Mr. & Mrs. E. S. Cax
 
1123 SE 1 Way
 

Deedie Id Beach, F L 33441
 
Ph: 305/399-6917
 

SIAMESE CAT SOCIETY
 
OF AMERICA, INC.
 

Established 1909 

JOIN TODAY! 
Dues $5.00 per year includes, four issues 
SIAMESE NEWS QUARTERLY.
 

For Infa: P.O. Box 128
 
Littletan, CO 80120
 

MAGIC PERSIAN 
SOLIDS & CAMEOS 

Cas'i/io, Simbe/air & Waadkiff 

Mitzi x 

.,. 
Bloodlines 

-KITTENS Available Naw­
Ch Irene's Cream of the 

Crop 

412/495-7570 
Beaver, P A 15009 

MONDREY CATTERY 

AUDRE' GOOD 
5415 Cane Hills Circle 

ACFA-CFA 

-Persian Kittens and Cots­
Available 01 most times: Reg. 
Champion Stack. WHIT ES, 
SILVERS, SMOKES & SOLIDS 
Stud Service to Qual. Queens 

305/855-0141 
Orlanda, FL 32805 

Kalamalka 
Si Iver, Cream, Bluecream
 

KITTENS
 
Show and Breeding
 

t
 

Miss Marjorie Urquhort 
Ph: 604/766-2542 

Winfield, B.C. CanadaR.R. #1 

GR CH
 
PHOENICIAN
 

DAMASCUS
 
PHOENICIAN CATTERY 
John & Anifa Knowlton 

9040 S. 17th Place
 
Phoenix, AZ 85040
 

602/276-6073
 
Pet Pride Approved Photo- Dave Davi s 


