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BERN I NA HE I 0 I 

Britain's 
First 
Red 
Abyssinian 
Champion 

by DORIS THREADI GHAH 

Although Red Abyssinians would app ar from me a m in li ters, 
and, as far back aa th turn of the century, one was recorded, th y 
were g1ven away as neuter d p ts. Th Abyssinian Club frowned upon 
these cats for everyone though them the r sult of a red abby m t­
ing. This, of course, is not the case for the Red is a true Abys­
sinian which lacks the black pigment of the Normal (Ruddy) colour. 

The 1 te Mrs. Dorothy Winsor, Tranby Cat ery, England, d cid d 
that she wanted to br cd the Red Abyssini n and work or its recog­
ni ·on. Lacking any encouragem nt from oth r fanciers, sh proceeded 
alone. lIer bre ding programme was based on stock she cqu red in the 
la 1950's from L dy Liverpool (M RKLAND YILHA and HeRKLAND SHEBA, 
both males) and Mrs. Edith M nezes (TAISI/UN I(HEPHR~, a male). I, 
too, was inter sted in working with the br ed and, wh n I wen to 
live in Bull, very close to MrS. Winsor, we were able to work 09­
th r. The Governing Council of th Cat F ney officia ly recognized 
the Red Abyssinian in 1963 and Breed 2 Ja became a reality. 

My Normal que n, KATTYPUSS JACINTHA. was mated to Mrs. Winsor's 
Red male, TAISHUN KHEPHRA. and, joy of joys. out of h r litter of 5 
kittens born 12th April, 1964, one was a Red girl, BER. INA BEIDI. 
HEIDI egan her show care r a th 1964 K nsington Ki ten Show and. 
among many firsts won tha day, she obtained h r Open. That aummer, 
a small sanction shows, she was Bes In Show Shorthair several 
times. 

As an adult in F bruary, 1965, HEIDI was awarded her first 
Ch ll.enge CGrtifica e by jUdg Val Pr ntic a th Coven ry 
cester show and iUl taken up for B st In Show. I is my conten 
th t a ca should hav her first litt r by th time she is a 
old b cause a frus at d queen leads to a bad breeder so HBIDI'S 



cac_er paused for motherhood. 
Her next show was 1n September, 965, at 

the Herts. & Middlesex show where she got her 
second C.C. from Effie Aitken and, again, was 
Bes In Sho sa. In October at th Yorkshire 
she won her third C. C. under .,endoline Budd 
and Best In Show SR. This comple d her 
Championship and BERNI A HEIDI bec Bri­
ain's firs Red Abyssinian Champion. In the 

years that follow d, HEIDI amed five more 
Challenge r ·ficates. 

TRIO OF CHAMPIO S 
In 19 5, BERNINA NAOH~. Red Aby f male, was 
born as the resul of a mating be een Tlll­
SHU H5PHPA and CR. BERNI II H£IDI. NAO I was 

Ch mpion before she reach d her first birtl~ 

dayl The following year, a r peat of th 
breeding produc d BERNI II PRI CESS who quick­
ly b came the th rd Bed Aby queen to win a 
Championsh p: sh was m ted and s nt to Jo­
hannesburg, South Africa. Sh produced one 
ki en, a le, who has sired many kit ens. 

In Heidi's fourth litter, again sired by 
TilISllUN KH PHRiI for th re was, as yet, no 
othec Red Aby male at stud, she h d three 
males: one, BER INiI SASCHA, wen 0 Johannes­
burg where he h s sired many litt rs. Quite 
rec n ly I rece v d a catalogue from Port El­
izab th, S.. , and re d of a Red Aby son of 
his who h d won 8 Challenge Certificat s. 
SASCHA'S broth r, BERN INA SIMEON, went 0 Mrs. 
Garne t, Chesterfield, Richmond, Virginia, 
USA, and oon became Champ on. Fro a lit­
ter born in 1968, two kitt ns wen to breed­
ers in Sweden and did well. 

In 1970, HEIDI was ma ed to a new stud, 
KBOSHAN EL KilBAR, bred by x Hobson and own­
ed by Mrs. D. L ncaster. BERNINA RED LANCE 
was in this lit r and, from the moment he 
was born, I kne he would be a 'flyer'. The 
k.i n had very good bone 9 ructur ; good, 
well-tuf d arB carr ctly placed; good wedg 
sha d he d; good length to body; and his 
coa , even then, had a well defined red hue 
without bl mish. He has six C.C.'s to his 
cred and any B-1-S wins. When he was only 
six months old, he started on his trimoni 1 
road by h v ng n 'indiscret~on' with Brown 
Burro se qu en. Two of the kittens born were 
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i Vari*Kennel:
! ~ USA & CANADA: ! 
: S21.90 : 
.. +- S1.50 I"'" A'" ..* ". In In.." ,"Cf' ** Color id ,., "r * 
.. 14 , .. 

: OVERSEAS: : 
.. USS28 .. .. .. .. tn' ..

* 
PP' 

..* UK£11.60"* In'" p p, -It.. .. 
.. The sup rlor cat carri('r ... cCl1lbining or. a fe y. ..* t appe.ance, Well-eonstruc ed of : 
: hig dt!n,lty Cclpol (used in '! Pel\Sive lugg) .. 
.. pI ated s eel haret.<are. The #NY 9 u .. 
.. electr lded at I door is !lin d and ha dual-po ltive .. 
: 1 ch. E y to clean, he V i- I I, ideal f your :* ca 's travels by ca- or pltyle ... use for Co t a ..* Visits, hoI iday travel. etc. 19" long, I "wide, Iii" .. 
: high, IgIIs 8 lbs. ROYAl BLU , PlN'KIN ORAIlGE, AYOCADO :* GRE. VEST GOlD. (PI. • ,1 •• bl .. 2nd 0/0' Mien) * 
*.. Order f *.. 
: OP-U} -\\0; I n pl. :

* I .. Li lliel n, 1.3 .. .. * ****.**.*.************************* 
Blue so we kn 1.1 tha he c rried that colour 

Th Red Abyssinian is firmly es ablished 
now, both in Britain and overs s. bu , in 
the beginning, it was ind d slow and heavy 
going. Dur1ng HBIDI'. early show car r, the 
Red Aby was not gen rally ppr c ated. V ry 
soon, however, knowing Ch mpionsh~p w a wi 
UI reach, many Aby fanciers wan d th Reds 
and started breeding them. V1a HBIDI nd h r 
progeny, now numberin ov r 40 kittens. both 
Bl and ere Abyss nian are ppe ring. 
These n w colours are no ye recognized bu 

is hoped for with n th next year. 
HEIDI do s not call v ry requen ly now, 

but I am hop ng to mate her to a 0 1 for, 
a rangely enough, I have neve kept one of 
her prog ny or my If. 
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