


BREED PROFILE
 

American Curls, Ocicats, California Spangleds and Sphynx
 
are making a name for themselves in the fancy.
 

NLESS YOU attend major 
cat shows several times a 
year, you may never have 

heard of, much less seen, the four 
relatively new breeds profiled in the 
following pages. These four stories, 
provided by authors intimately in­
volved with developing these rare 
breeds, do more than just intmduce 
you to the cats, however. Taken as a 
package they also present a fascinat­
ing account of what is involved in de­
veloping and nurturing a new breed. 
whether it is based on an accidental mu­
tation or a planned breeding strategy. 

The
 
American
 

Curl
 
by Nancy Reynolds-Kiester 
A JOURNEY from the streets of 
Southern California to the exhibition 
halls of America began one bright 
June day in 1981 when Shulamith, 
the founding and first American Curl, 
arrived at the Lakewood. California, 
doorstep of Joe and Grace Ruga. 

Grace and Joe had noted the firm, 
upright curving cartilage of Shula­
mith's ears, but they were surprised to 
find two of her kittens developing the 
same curved ears. For this litter, and 
those that followed, homes for the 
unique kittens were easy to find. 
Grace gave one of the curly-eared fe­
males to her sister, Esther Brimlow, 
who named the fluffy, tabby kitten 
Mercedes. About a year later, Esther 
received another curly.-eared kitten 
from her sister: a longhaired, color­
point male intended as a future mate 
for Mercedes. 
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In the summer of 1983, while visit­
ing the Brimlow home, I met Merce­
des, now grown. and the longhaired 
kitten. The tabby's ears curved up 
and backward. Long, fine hair fanned 
out and down from inside her ears. 
The male kitten was even more re­
markable. His dark brown ears curled 
back beautifully, while his inner ear 
furnishings were very long, fanning in 
a balancing curve against his dark 
face, framing his large, blue eyes. As 
I watched the kitten pounce on the 
tail of the patient tabby, saw her grab 
him and hold him down for a rough 
lick that was half tenderness. half re­
buke, I was hooked. I kept in touch 
with Esther, and after a couple of 
months, she gave me two of Merce­
des' kittens-a brown mackerel tabby 

longhaired female and her brother, a 
shorthaired brown spotted tabby. 

At this time, the Orange County, 
California newspaper, The Register, 
ran an article on rare breeds of cats. 
As I read about the simple farm ori­
gins of the Scottish Fold, the idea of 
a new breed of curly-eared American 
cats seemed a possibility. I called Es­
ther to ask her opinion, and she told 
me to call her brother-in-law, owner 
of the original cat. Joe and Grace 
were interested, but none of us really 
knew what steps to take. 

I called a local breeder who sug­
gested that we contact a friend of 
hers who was both a breeder and a 
judge for shows. The judge agreed to 
meet with us and our cats. She told 
us that as far as she knew, these were 

The ,distinctive feature of the American Curl is easy to spat-those curled, 
tufted ears. This gray and white kitten was porI of a litter owned by Nancy Kiester. 



really quite different. perhaps even a 
new breed! She helped us work up 
our first standard. While she encour­
aged us, she also gave us an idea of 
the work that lay ahead. 

National interest was raised in this 
newest variety when Cat World pub­
lished an article about the Curl in 
December, 1984. By this time there 
were three breeders working with the 
breed who had kittens available and 
these kittens were soon in the hands 
of dedkaled breeders across the 
country. 

Specific requirements must be met 
for proposed new breeds to begin the 
arduous journey toward full recogni­
tion and championship status. Ten to 
fifteen breeders must be working with 
the breed, and to demonstrate a 
wide-based appeal, the sponsoring 
breeders must live in various regions 
of the country. There must be a mini­
mum of 50 cats that carry the breed's 
noteworthy traits, those that make 
this group of cats significantly dif­
ferent from other recognized breeds. 
A standard of points is written, giving 
a full description of the breed. This 
standard should describe in detail the 
special characteristics ident,ifying the 
breed. from type and length of hair 
coat, to length of legs and tail in pro­
portion to the body. and more. The 
expression of the face is paramount, 
so a great deal of attention is on the 
eye and ear set and size, and the un­
derlying facial bones. The final result 
is a deScription of the ideal cat that is 
the goal of the breed. 

There are a number of cat breed 
registry organizations, each with its 
own rules. Early in 1985, The Inter­
national Cat Association was first to 
accept the American Curl as haVing 
met the necessary reqUirements to be 
registered as a new breed and coror. 
Cutis had not been judged according 
to their standard, but had been shown 
in household pet classes where they 
always caused a stir. Later the same 
year, the Cat Fanciers Federation ac­
cepted the Curl for experimental status. 

In February, 1986, the Cat Fan­
ciers Association board of directors 
voted to accept the Curl for registra­
tion and to allow them to be shown 
in the miscellaneous class. CFA is 
usually the last to acknowledge the 
existence of new varieties, so this was 
a major advancement for the Curl. 
According to CFA rules, a new breed 
must stay in the miscellaneous class 
for a minimum of five years before it 
can apply to the CFA board for ad­
vancement to provisional status. 

In August. 1986, Joe and Grace 
Ruga requested and received cho.m­
pionship status for the longhaired 
American Curl under TICA rules. 
This advancement is effective May 1, 
1987. The American Curl Shorthair 
is still in TICA new breed and color 
classes because they have not yet met 
all the requ,iremenls for advancement. 

The Curl is classed as a mutant 
breed. Its identifying trait. curled ears, 
is the result of a genetic mutation thar 
is passed on from the parents to ~he 

developing, unborn kittens at the 
moment of conception. Curls are 
said to have a sing,le dominant gene, 
which means that only one parent 
must exhibit the mutation to produce 
kittens Iha't show the rrails of their 
breed, usually 50 percent of each lit­
ter. Most American Curl breedings 
have used one Curl and one sttajght­
eared cat. However. when t\.Vo Curls 
are bred together, one in four kittens 
has the potential to receive the Curl 
gene from both parents; this kitten 
would be known as a homozygote 
Curl. Such cats can produce only kit­
tens with varying degrees of ear curl, 
regardless of the other parent. 

We have done several Curl-to-Curl 
breedings. Litters averaged three to 
six kittens and all resulting kittens 
were normal. One male has proved 
to be a homozygote Curl, producing 
only curled kittens in hiS 'litters. Other 
kittens from Curl-to-Curl breedings 
are not yet old enough to breed, but 
more homozygote Cuds are expected. 

We are still looking for appropriate 
outcross cats for our breeding pro­
grams because it is not good to in­
breed too closely or too often. A 
Wide genetic base provides a healthy 
foundation for the new breed. It as­
sures. many lines to work with and, 
should one line develop hereditary 
defects. it can be removed from the 
breeding stock without eliminating 
the whole breed. 

Although they are both based on 
ear mutations. there is no relationship 
between the Scottish Fold and the 
American Curl. The American Curl's 
ears are qUite firm to the touch. start­
ing at the base of the ear. They are 
open wide at the base. standing erect 
with varying degrees of wrl back­
ward from the face. They should be 
large and set on the corners of the head. 

The Curl standard calls for a 
moderate -sized cat with a semi­
foreign, slender rather than cabby. 
body. The head should be moderate 
in size, gently contoured, sllghtly 
longer than wide, with a slight rise to 

the forehead. Eyes should appear 
large. set on a slight bias. 

The coat for the longhaired Ameri­
can Curl should have a minimal un­
dercoat so the hair 'lies flat not bushy. 
It should be fine and silky to the 
touch medium ,long overaU, without 
a neck ruff. The taiil should be as 
long as the body from ta~1 base to 
point of shou'lder, with long fine hair 
that gives the appearance of a plume. 

American Curl Shorthairs need the 
same body structure as the longhairs, 
but their coat woutd be short overall in­
cluding the tai'!, lying flat but not sleek. 

American Curls are very affection­
ate cats-chin nibblers and shoulder 
sitters. As adults they are rela,xed and 
playful. although usually less active 
than the Oriental breeds. Mother cats 
with small kittens will often nurse any 
and all comers, sometimes needing 
to be protected from the attentions of 
overzealous young cats weaned by 
their own mothers. Kittens are strong 
and sturdy with all the vigor and 
good humor of the American domes­
tic cat. With their agile. muscular 
bodies and curious, inquiring minds, 
they are easily trained and make 
delightful companions. American 
Curls are especiaUy good with chil­
dren and dogs. 

Soon a cat show in your town may 
give you the opportunity to see these 
unique cats. You will be putting your 
heart in the danger wne. Their ap­
pealing ways and Wide-eyed looks 
will not soon be forgotten. Like 
others before you, you might find 
yourself sharing your home with the 
impudent charms of one of our new­
est breeds, the American Curl. 

For further information about the 
American Curl. contact the North 
Amer'ican Curl Breed Club [nc., 
Nancy Keister. Secretary, Po. Box 
81, Butte Falls, OR 97522, or the 
American Curl EnthUSiasts, Shelly 
Good, Editor, 274 E. 60th St., Long 
Beach, CA 90805. 

The
 
Ocicat
 

by E. Ann Hollier 
"OH, LOOK! Spots! Is it tame? What 
kind of a cat is thiS? It must be some­
thing special" 

Indeed they are. When I take my 
Ocicats out in public, I am constantly 
bombarded with questions about-
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them. This magnificent spotted cat 
never fails to steal the show. not to 
mention the heart of anyone fortu­
nate enough to own one. 

In the few short years I've been in­
volved with the breed, typical com­
ments at shows have changed from a 
perpleJ'ed "Ocicat? What's that?," to 
"I've heard so much about them, we 
drove two hours just to come and 
see one; to "I've judged Ocicats for years 
and they just keep getting better.­

Why do Ocicats create such a stir? 
After aiL there are other lovely spot­
ted cats, both domestic and wild. 

The Ocicat is special because itis a 
cat descended exclUSively from pure­
bred domestic ancestors that were 
selectively bred to resemble a jungle 
animal. Like the Ocelot, the Ocicat 
displays an exotic pelt covered with 
large spots. Unlike the Ocelot, how­
ever, this pussycat will gladly roll over 
for a good stomach rub and won't 
take your arm off at the elbow in an 
unguarded moment. 

The Ocicat comes in many colors; 
a litter of Ocicat kittens often looks 
like a basket of easter eggs. The 
large. thumbprint-shaped spots can 
be tawny (black or dark brown), 
chocorate, cinnamon, blue, lavender 
or fawn-all on a buff to gold-tinted 
background. There is also a silver 
version of each color, in which the 
spots are displayed against a snowy 
white ground. The Ocicat usually has 
gold or copper eyes. althoLlgh hazel 
and green also occur. There are oc­
casional throwbacks to blue-eyed an­
cestors but this is considered a fault, 
and blue-eyed Ocicats are no longer 
registerable with CFA. They are, 
however, in great demand as strik­
ingly beautiful pets. 

There is more to the Ocicat than 

just the spots. To capture the dra­
matic presence of a wi,ld animal, the 
Ocicat has been selectively bred to be 
a large cat. At 7 to 10 pounds fe­
males are dainty compared to fully 
mature Ocicat males weighing in at 
12 to 15 pounds or more. 

The short. spotted coat looks al­
most as if it has been spray-painted 
on, shining like satin over rippling 
muscles, and an Ocicat in motion 
radiates power and grace. Large alert 
ears. slightly slanted almond eyes 
and a strong, square muzzle com­
plete the picture of a cat that looks as 
if it would be more at home in a Tar­
7.an movie than in your llving room. 

The Ocicat looks wild but its tem­
perament is anything but ferocious. It 
is a lot like a dog In that it is abso­
lutely devoted to its people. The 
Ocicat is not a demanding, clinging 
vine type, but I often feel like the 
Pied Piper, followed from one room 
to another by a troupe of spotted 
companions. Most Ocicats are also 
quite extroverted around strangers, 
not at all bashful about checking out 
the pOSSibilities for a new playmate or 
a lap to curl up on when visitors 
come to call. 

Ocicats are quite bright and easily 
trained. Many will fetch. walk on a 
leash, respond to whistled commands 
and readily adapt to household rules. 
Because of their adaptability, they are 
a joy to work with in the show ring. [f 

accustomed early to traveling and be­
ing handled by strangers, they look 
forward to road trips and conduct 
themselves in the show ring with 
aplomb. Their adaptabi'lity also makes 
them ideal companion animals, 
whether you are a stay-at- home or a 
frequent traveler in search of a travel 
companion. Their sociable nature 
may make them less suited than 
some other breeds to being left alone 
for long periods on a regular basis, 
but it does make them a good choice 

for a household already bl.essed with 
other cats and dogs. 

For all of its dramatic appearance 
and obvious appea,l, we might not 
have the Ocicat today but for a happy 
accident. In the early 1960s, Virginia 
Daly, owner of Cats of Dalai, mated 
a ruddy Abyssinian to a seaJpoint 
Siamese. The breeding was an 
attempt to create a Siamese with 
Abyssinian ticking at the points. This 
matter produced kittens that all 
resembled their Abyssinian father, but 
when a female from this litter was 
crossed back to a chocolatepoint 
Siamese in 1964, she produced a lit­
ter containing the sought-after Abys­
sinian/Siamese and one kitten that 
was a total surpr,jse: an exquisite 
creature w,i,th bright golden spots on 
an ivory ground. This was Tonga, the 
original Ocicat. 

Tonga was sold as a pet with a 
neutering agreement. However. spot­
ted Ocicats were produced through 
additional matings of Tonga's dam. 
sire and other relatives that formed 
the foundation of the Dalai Ocicat 
breeding program. Today, the ances­
try of most Ocicats is still primarily 
Abyssinian and Siamese. However, 
some American Shorthairs have 
been used to increase size and in­
troduce new colors, particularly silver. 

The Ocicat was promoted to provi­
sional status in the Cat Fanciers As­
sociation in 1986. At that time, t.he 
registry was closed to Siamese and 
American Shorthair outcrosses, al­
though Abyssinians may be used un­
til 1995. The Ocicat reached champi­
onship competition status in both 
CFA and The lnternationa'i Cal Asso­
ciation for the 1987 show season, 
and the breed is gaining numbers in 
most of the other registries as well. 

The Ocicat clearly answers the yen 
many cat fanciers have for an impos­
ing, intelligent cat that emulates the 
spotted cats of the wild while display­
ing the gentle temperament of a 
domestic cat. The popularity of the 
Ockat in the cat fancy has risen rap­
idly in recent years. In 1980, there 
were 10 active breeders registering 
kittens with CFA. Today there are five 
times that many, and an active breed 
club, Ocicats International, provides a 
network for Ocicat breeders, owners 
and fans. 

For further information on the 
Ocicat or the breed club.. Ocicats In­
ternational. send a self-addressed 

This silver Ocicat. bred by Kaye Cambers and owned by Marshall and Mary stamped envelope to E. Ann Hollier, 
Silver, is Kayzie's Clyde Silver. Ocicats combine wild good looks and great Secretary, Ocicats International, RI. 1 
personalIties. Box 49, Dyke, VA 22935. 
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The
 
California
 
Spangled
 

by Charlene Beane 
YOU SAW pictures of these cats in 
the Neiman-Marcus "Christmas Cata' 
log." you read about them in People 
magazine and in major newspapers 
from coast to coast. and you prob­
ably heard some of the uproar about 
them from cat breeders and humane 
organizations. There'S been much ado 
about the marketing, but what about 
the California Spangled Cat itself? 

Fifteen years ago, Paul Casey, a 
Hollywood scriptwriter, met Dr. Louis 
S.B. Leakey in Beverly Hills. Casey
 
tells what followed:
 

"The follOWing year. I visited his 
digs at Olduvai Gorge. in Tanzania. 
Africa. At that time, there had been 
the tragic poacher-killing of one of 
the few remaining leopards of that 
territory. We lamented the fact that aU 
the wi/(:I1 "spotted cats· of the world 
are now on the endangered list, and 
many may disappear entirely within a 
few decades. 

"We thought it was too bad there 
wasn't some domestic variety that 
would sit on your lap and purr, eat 
ordinary cat food, use a litter box 
and satisfy the public's fascination 
with spotted cats. Soon afterward, 
Dr. Leakey died. and I decided to be· 
gin the project of breeding such a cat 
on my own. Since there was a genu­
ine purpose to the project, my first 
step was to identify all the reqUire­
ments of my final breed. The cat had 
to be something recognizable as dis­
tinctly different from all other breeds, 
both domestic and wild. It needed to be 
beautiful. and above all. affectionate. 

"There is a spotted pattern that ap­
pears occasionally in a few domestic 
breeds, but it is recessive and will not 
hold against a striped pattern. The 
trick seemed to be to isolate this pat­
tern into a purely spotted strain that I 
could use as my core breeding stock. 

"It took four standard bloodlines 
and four generations to get my first 
truly spotted breeder. In my original' 
plans, I had decided to infuse some 
characteristics of one African cat and 
one Malayan cat, but these cats had 
been isolated for so many thousands 
of years that they were no longer 
able to cross and produce offspring. 
However, each CQuld interbreed with" 
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our common domestic varieties, so in 
the fifth generation I introduced an 
African half-breed (crossed with 
Abyssinian) and on the opposite 
side of the pedigree, } introduced the 
Malayan line in the eighth generation. 

~To extract only what was desirable 
and discard everything else was the 
final task. Just as predicted on paper 
a decade earlier, the eleventh gener­
ation produced my first full-blooded 
Spangled Cats." 

From this rich gene pool. once the 
pattern was set, colors could be de· 
veloped. At this time. the color range 
includes silver, bronze, black, char­
coal, gold, red, blue and brown. An­
other variety is called the -snow 
leopard." Cats of this color are born 
white and develop their spots later. 

California Spangled kittens be­
come more beautiful over time, but 
do not reach their adult color and 
coat texture until they are between 1 
and 2 years of age. Casey is working 
for brown eye color on all of the 
colors except snow leopards, which 
have blue eyes. "We're aiming for the 
brown eyes;" he said. 1l1ey're hard to 
get in domestic cats, but ,they give the 
cat more of the look of a wild one." 

In 1985, the characteristics of the 
breed were well enough set to plan a 
marketing strategy. Since Spangleds 
have only three to five kittens per lit­
ter. they are hardly candidates for 
mass production. When Neiman­
Marcus selected the cats as its presti­
gious his/hers Christmas gift for 
1986,40 of the spotted cats were 
designated to be surprises from Santa. 
The purchase price, $1,400 each, in­
cluded the "leopard for your liVing 
room: personal delivery by Casey or 
one of his representatives. the eat's 
registration document (in the Califor­
nia Spangled Cat Association), its 
pedigree, a breed history. description 
of the breed and the eat's medical 
records. The Neiman-Marcus sales 
projections were conservative; avail­
able kittens were sold almost immedi­
ately and the waiting list grew. Casey 
and his cats will be working off the 
1986 Christmas season during most 
of 1987. 

The price and marketing approach 
outraged vocall members of humane 
organizations and some purebred cat 
breeders. Accusations flew, protestors 
picketed, boycotted and mailed back 
their Neiman-Marcus credit cards. 
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The retailer has offered live animals 
before-camels in 1967, ostriches in 
1980 and Shar-pei puppies in 1983 
-and there had been ripples from 
the humane contingent, but never 
had there been such an adamant 
reaction. Objections thai the kittens 
were being sold as expensive trinkets 
rather than long-lived companion 
animals were countered by a Neiman­
Marcus spokesperson: "Neiman­
Marcus is making every effort to £lnd 
good homes for the kittens. We are 
very selective about ,the homes 
they're going to:" 

Casey confirmed this. "The woman 
who takes the orders interviews the 
people who want to buy the kittens 
and then calls me and telts me her 
feelings about what kind of a home 
she thinks the prospective buyers 
would give the kitten. It is especially 
exciting to deliver the kittens and 
meet their new owners. You should 
see their faces when I hand them 
their new kitten! These people are 
true anima'i lovers and they can afford 
to give the kittens the best veterinary 
care, the best of everything." 

Detractors who object to the ex­
pensive price tag on the cats simply 
have not thought through the costs 
involved. Although Casey has been 
asked not to discuss his financial 
agreement with Neiman-Marcus, it is 
not difficult to figure out his approxi­
mate piece of the $1,400 pie. First 
subtract average air fare for Casey 
and a cat to anywhere in the country. 
Then 'ta'ke off promotional expenses 
- space in an expensive catalog: part 
of the order taker/interviewer's salary 
and her phone bilts: travel, care and 
display space for the cats that were 
exhibited at Neiman-Marcus stores 
around the country. 

Cut the remaining amount at least 
in half for a conservative retail mark­
up and you'll end up with a final 
figure very close to the price of many 
good cats. If you still think Casey"s 
making too much money. remember 
he spent 15 years of work and an es­
timated $200,000 to develop the 
breed. Beyond that, ask yourself 
what it is worth if because of a Span­
gled cat, one more spotted cat is left 
in the wild') 

The California Spangled Cat has 
been accepted by The International 
Cat Association as a new breed, so it 
can be exhibited at TlCA shows. but 
it will be some time before the breed 
is eligible for championship competi­
tion. Even though this new spotted 
cat has rocketed to stardom, it still 

must meet the same requirements f, 
acceptance as any other breed. 

The ~equirement of haVing a nun 
ber of breeders spread throughout 
the country appears to be a very rei 
pOSSibility. Casey said, "Many of 
those now owning our babies are 
anxious to join in our breeding pro­
gram. By the end of this year, we 
may have as many as 16 breeding 
females and 9 breeding males." 

Championship status, however, is 
not the only goal on Casey's horiror 
'One of my adult 'snow leopard' fe­
males did a scene in Mel Gibson's 
latest film, and we have another ap­
pearance in a feature film at Univer­
sal Studios. But the best pay-off for 
me is the materialization of our SpaT 
gled Cat foundation for the environ 
men!. In March, 1987, our nonprofi 
foundation began its own programs 
of funding research, education and 
active support for the control of per­
sistent toxic substances-specifically 
those known to cause genetic dam­
age to the DNA in all life forms, 
including our own children." 

The scientific community has 
perked up its ears as well. "Because 
of a genuine scientific interest in our 
breeding 'history, our notes and rec­
ords will be turned over to researcher 
engaged in the problem of saving 
some of the endangered species for 
which the available gene pools are 
now very limited." 

Casey is a patient man with an 
enormous vision. His California 
Spangled Cats have made a big 
splash, and the ripples will be felt for 
a long, long time. 

For additional information, mail a 
self·addressed stamped envelope to 
Paul Casey, Po. Box 24096, Los 
Angeles, CA 90024. 

The
 
Sphynx
 

by Carol Richards 
MY LOVE affair with the Sphynx be­
gan when I sent one of my Devon 
Rex queens to be bred to a Sphynx 
male at the request of Dr. Solveig 
Pflueger, who is Vitally interested in 
propagating the Sphynx as a healthy 
and aesthetic breed. Dr. Pflueger the 
orized that while the Sphynx and 
Devon Rex are both ,recessive to the 
normal coat, the Sphynx (hairless) is 
dominant over the Devon Rex (curly) 
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It fsn't just the spots that give the CalifornIa Spangied its wild look. Note the 
rounded ears and distinctive "wild" face of this 6-week-old gold Spangled 
named Mojaue. 

Glt>nnacre Rousseau oj (;()Iasber'os. a 
male chocolate Ocicat bred by Mr. 
and Mrs. Glom Cappello. is o/lne ex­
ample of the CQnfi rmalion and mark­
ings Odcat breeders strivefor. 

Although most Spangled Cats haor 
dark eyes. the snow leopard uarlety 
has light blue eyes. 

ON OVERLEAF: SiskiYOu, a charcoal 
California Spangled Cat. is only one of 
the special cats developed by Paul 
Casey in his one-man crusade to de­
velop a domestic breed with the look 
ofa wild cat. 
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Sphynx are active cats, but they love 
ta cuddle with their owners. E.T. is 
owned by Joan and Bill Bensan of 
Sacramento, California. 



NEW FACES 
continued 

She wanted to determine through 
this Sphynx/Devon Rex breeding if 
her theory was correct. 

The queen I sent for this breeding 
was a 2l/2-year-old tortoiseshell, 
Britanya's Aida Lott. (Lottie). I chose 
her because she has been proven, 
through test-mating, not to carry the 
recessive gene for muscular dystro­
phy (or spasticity, as it is commonly 
called) which has been known to ap­
pear in some Devon Rex lines. She 
had previously produced two healthy 
litters of four each. Her personality is 
delightful-playful, relaxed and with 
a fervent and manifest love for all. 

Lottie arrived home pregnant and 
we all waited with baited breath for 
her little ones to arrive. It seemed the 
day would never come: but right on 
time (which, loosely interpreted, 
means the wee hours of the morn­
ing) she went into labor. At 3:17 AM 
the first kitten started to appear. 

"Good grief-it's pink!" [ called to 
my husband. Actually the baby was 
arriving hind feet Hrst and the pink I 
saw was just her little bare feet that 
were white when dry. She was a blue 
tortie and white, big and loud, and 
absolutely the most unusual and 
adorable looking little creature imag­
inable, covered with a short fine 
down. ears folded down to her 
cheeks. and a droll little face that 
simply stoJe our hearts at Hrsl glance. 

Next came a red rnackeral tabby 
and white boy and another lovely 
btue tortie and white girl, both just as 
undressed and adorable as Lady 
Godiva. the firstbom. For her finale, 
Lottie produced a brown tabby and 
white boy with such a funny face we 
both broKe out laughing when we 
saw him! Lottie was quite indignant 
that we were laughing a.! her beauti­
ful baby-but they were alt beautiful 
and certainly didn't look like my 
Devon Rex newborns or any other 
breed of kittens I'd ever seen. 

They were all strong and healthy, 
ate well. grew and thrived from Ithe 
day they were born. They also 
seemed more precocious than other 
kittens. At 4 weeks they were eating 
food ravenously, growling at one an­
other as if it were their last meal. 
Their personalities quickly became 
apparent: lively, inquisitive. active, 
playful and extremely affectionate. 
They meow as do ordinarY' cats, but 
when they are playing or "talking" to 

you. they chirp--a unique and 
appe.aling sound that is impossible 
to describe. 

In the ensuing months they ma­
tured into beautiful. personable young 
adults, each with its own individual 
personality. Lady Godiva is a perfect 
little lady in front of the camera and 
In the show ring, posing and present­
ing herself beautifully: yet she will 
race like a madwoman all over the 
house and wrestle with her sister 
every waking moment. Baroness 
Quizit is definit€'!y a "Daddy's girl." 
She loves nothing better than to cud­
dle inside my husband's shirt or drape 
herself around his neck 

Then there's Lord E., I'm Naked~­
who is possibly the world's bIggest 
ham. He loves the whole human race 
and just a word to him will trigger his 
entire bag of tricks. He jumps to the 
top of the cat tree: talks. rolls ov~r, 

lays his head sideways and reaches 
alit with his long "fingers" to wrap 
tnem around yours. Then, if you turn 
your back, he will leap unbelievable 
distances to land on your shoulder 
and smother you with kisses. 

Gremlin, the red and white boy 
who now makes nis home with Peter 
and Vicky Markstein, is just as lov­
able and naughty as the others. and 
has stolen their hearts as well. None 
of the fom have ever been ill or 
displayed ,any health problems. 

They are incredibly agile, muscular 
and strong. and can travel completely 
around the kitchen and liVing area 
(inc'luding the drapes) without ever 
touching the tloor. Sometimes I won­
der if they're not really monkeys in cats' 
clothing (skin?). They are certainly 
the most intelligent, affectionate and 
entertaining creatures I've encountered. 

I hope to continue breeding the 
Sphynx because they have wrapped 
themselves around my heart com­
pletely. At this writing Lord E. has 
"honeymooned" with two of our 
Devon Rex queens and hopefully in 
a few weeks we shall have more of 
them to love. According to Dr. Pflue­
ger's predictions, these breedings 
should produce litters wherein 75 
percent of the kittens will be Spnynx 
and 25 percent will be Devon Rex. I 
would .\ike ,to see this breed flourish­
ing and viable. using outcrosses as 
necessary to increase the gene pool, 
but keeping their appearance intact. 

We definitely do not want the 
Sphynx to have frail body type or 
delicate constitutions. My goal, a·long 
with that of Dr. Pflueger and some 
other dedicated breeders, is to help 

develop the Sphynx into a strong, 
healthy and attractive breed that will 
increase ,in numbers and continue to 
grow in popularity. However, since 
the breed is just now becoming estab­
lished, availability win be limited for 
the next few years. 

Although The International Cat 
Association is the only American as­
sodation now registering and accept­
ing Sphynx for championship status, 
I have shown them in TICA shows 
on the east and west coasts and ,in 
Texas, and I have found the public's 
reaction to be almost the same every­
where. People will look at them. 
watch their antics for a few minutes, 
and then say. "They look so ug1ly in 
the newspaper photos. but in person 
they are just beautiful-I think I'm in 
lovel" Bob and La Donna Martin, 
who photographed them. made the 
statement, "These cats don't have 
personality, they have charisma." 

Our vet had some misgiVings 
when we told him Lottie was to be 
bred to a Sphynx. He was concerned 
that the kittens might have hea'lth 
problems, have weak immune sys­
tems, be vulnerable to any virus float­
ing around or have fertility problems. 
He wondered why we wanted to 
breed such cats. However. after car­
ing for them since birth and watching 
them develop into hearty, robust cats 
who've never had a sick day in their 
lives, he Sees them in an entirely 
different light. 

Unaccustomed to hairless kittens 
who were solid wrinkles from head to 
toe, the vet viewed them with some 
trepidation at {irst, but they quickly 
won him over with their sweet na­
tures and wild antics. Before long he 
was carrying them around cuddled in 
his arms, kissing their soft skin, show­
ing them off to everyone and saying, 
"These are the neatest cats rve ever 
seen!" Now he feels as much a 
"proud parent" as my husband and I 
do and is looking forward to Lord E:s 
forthcoming litters with the same 
enthUsiasm. 

It takes only a little while in the 
company of a Sphynx for a person to 
capitulate and lose his heart com­
pletely. Bringing them into the worJd, 
living with them every day and 
watching them grow into beaut'iful, 
loving, magnificent animals, I can't 
imagine life without them now. I be­
lieve the Sphynx must be the best­
kept secret in the cat fancy. 

For more in/ormation on the Sphynx. 
conlact Carol Richards, Po. Box 2512, 
Universal City. TX 78148-1512." 
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