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The Russian Blue b.v Phil Maggilti 

Facts and Figures 
• Recognized in II a~sociations. 

• New CFA regi~lratlons for 1991: 43!) 
• Change from prc\'ious year: -9% 
•	 Rank in populari ty for 1991:
 

-13 among 23 shorthaired breeds
 
-17 out of 35 breeds overall
 

Conformation 
The Russian Bluc is a fine-boned cal with a Ion i. 

firm. muscular body j at is lithe and graceflll 'it/lout 
being tubular in the m nner of the Oriental brecd::;. 
The Russian's h d is a smooth. medium wedge. ne.lther 
long and tapering nor short and massive. The !TILlzzl' b, 
blunt without an exaggerated whisker break. Thc top 01 
lhe ::;kull is long and nat in profile. descending genUy to 
a point just abovl' the eyes and conliuuIn at a sl'ght 
downward angle in a straight line to the Up of the medi­
um-length nose. 'l1wl-e is no stop or nose break. and 
the length of thc nose 'hould be shorter than the length 
of the line from the top of the sl<IJII to the eyes. 

Wide-set. vivid,green eyes, at least one eye w.idth 
apart. confer a broad look to tht. Russian Blue's fa('t'. 
The eyes. according to most registries, should be round; 
but (he American C..1t Fanciers Association pre ers f'Yi"S 

Ihat ar "almost round. just ovall'nough lo ~how eUl oJ'i­
ental sian!." 

Large cars-wick a( the base, and more pointed than 
rounded crown tlIP Russian Blue head. The ears are sel 
far aparl, as mud1 on the ~ide of the head as on the 
lOp. 

The Russian Blue has a short. dense. fine double 
coat that stands out 1'1 m the body. In a double coat 
the two outermost layers of hair-the guard hairs and 
the awn hairs-afc the same lenglll. Normally guard 
hairs arc longer than awn hairs, which. in turn. arc 
longer than down hairs. An even, bright blue throu~h­
out. the soft. silky ~:oat has silver-lipped guard hall'S 

that give the Rus~iall lue a ::;ilvery. lustrous appeal"­
anee. 

HistOlY 
For several decade <After the en t '''ancy had bl"e 110 

starled in Greal Hrita I in 1871. all shorthaired blue 
cats eOlupeted in one class. Some members of that 
class wCl'e homebred domestic shorthairs. Others were 
foreign-born cats k pwn by a ,"ariely of llam 'S: 

l\rchQngel cats, Hussian Blues. Spanish Blues. 
Chartreuse Blues and American I3lues. 

Harrison Weir. lhc DIther of the ('at fancy, did lol 
believe that blue cats e nstituted a distinct breed. 'hey 
were "merely a light-coloured form of the hla'ck C,:lt," 

wrote Weir in .1889. He wa::; "bounu to admit." however, 
that blue cats from Archangel "Were of a deeper, purer 
tinl than the Enl-\lish crossbreds," _ 

Archan~c1 ('als wcre named after the elt.\' ul 
Arkhangels , a plWl on the \Vhite Sea about 150 miles 
soulh of the Arclil' Circle, Whether they actually origi­
nated in OJ' about 1his city is not certain. but they m(lsl 
probably did originate in Russia: and they were.. most 
probably. earried to W('stern f;Ul'Opfl by sallon; lJl thE 
ItlGOs. 

CAT~ MAGAZINE 

Near the turn of the century. Archallgel cat~-or 

Russian Blues as they wt're then mol' frequently 
known-weI" imported to the United States. Mrs. 
Clinlon Locke of Chica~o bought a cat named 
Loekbavcn Royal Blut' from a British fancier by the 
royal-hlue name of Towlertoll Flansholrn. Anotber 
turn-of-thc-cclltury Chicago ('al breeder, Mrs. Frederick 
Morn-ae, owned a Blue-and-White Russian Hlue, which 
is something of a curiaslly because mode-rn-day 
Russians arc bred and shown in Blue ollly, 

\Ve can <.ISSUIllP that these firsl i.mports were not 
considel'ed the eat's pajamas In the show ring. Doroth~f 

Champion. writing in Eve,.yl)()d~j's Cal Boole ill 1909, 
observed. "Shorthaired Blues are usually kept for show 
purposes only in England. alld are not nearly so plentl ­
f I as house pets as they are in this country. where 
II ey arc called 'Maltese·." 

In 1912 the Govenling Council of the Cat Fancy in 
Great Bl'itain cstabli::;hed a separate class for loreign­
born blue shorlhalrs. Until thell Hussian Blues had 
been overshadowed by t.he cobhy, fOund-headed British 
cats in the hlue shorthaired dasse~, Witll the institu­
tion of til<; Foreign Blue class, the fortunes of the 
Russian Blues improved; but they fell Into dediuc. as 
many other breeds did. during World War II. 

Mter the war breeders in england resuscitated tne 
Russian I3lue by crossing it wHh other cats who:;' color 
and type 1I10sl dose!y re::;eJJlb1c<l the Rus::;ian·s. Some 
breeders chose the British Blue, thereby addln,~ a 
plush. pak-eolored coat to tbe I{ussian's. Other breed­
ers used Bluepoint Siamese, which contributed a more 
svelte body type, , 

Scandinavian breeders. working independently 01 
the British. created Russian I:Hues Virtually from 
scratch. The Scandinavians cro~sed a blue l'at from 
Fi.nland w1111 a Bluepoint Siamese. This produced a cat 
different from the born- again Russian Blues in 
England. Tlw Scandinavian Ru~sian Blutts had larger 
heads. larger budies. and slIm'ter. lighter. darker coats 
than their British counterpart;,; had. 

Russian Blues were n:inlrocluced to the United 
States in 1947 when Mr. C,A. Commalrc or Texas 
imported two Russian Blue::; I'rom England. Nol long 
afterward. \)orothy Leck imported several Ru.ssian cats 
from Swedish Hnes. Eventually tn'eeden; In this coun­
try combined the splendid ht'ad~ and emerald-green 
eyes of the ScandinaVian lines with the pale. silver-blue 
c~ats and gracel'u] body type of the British Russian 
Blues. 

There were no "natural" Hussian Blue' available in 
(hose days. writes Richard H. Gebhardt. erstwhile pres­
ident of "Il(' Cat Fandel'S' Association, in The Complele 
Cat Hoole. "So breeders did what they had to do in order 
to expand the gene pool and 10 improve teIJlpenUilent." 
Indeed. says Gebhardt. "With (he reecs~ivc pointed 
Ocn.e in tbe background. certain combinations of 
Russian Blulls win pTodlH' \.vhal br eders call \Vhite 
Rus::;ian;,; Thev are not white at all. They are born 
white, as all BI~lepoint Siallil'se are: bul these kittens. 
of counw. an' nothing ilIOn than Ihe conscqucnlTs of 
the Bluepoillt ~ialJlcse LlI<;lL have been used in their 
backgroul lCb." • 
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