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BREED OF THE MONTH
 
By J. ~NN[ H~:/'(;RE. ! 

Facts&
 
Figlll'es
 
Recognized for 
championship 
competition in 
TICA, ACFA and 
CFF. 
Provisional sta­
tus in CFA 

New CFA regis­
trations for 
1991:109 

Change from 
previous year: 
+25 percent 

Rank in popu­
larity for 1991: 
9th among 12 
longhaired 
breeds 
27th out of 35 
breeds overall 

O Ilee upun a time, deep iJ/ tbe 
II.JO()ds o{ S()utbern Cali/nrnia, 
tbNe fiued II crul'! [.uOodclIfler 

[(l{,()se olll)' CO/JIl)ol1ioli WelS II cat. OJ/e 
spring bis CIlt gallL' !Jirth to tlllO str mge 
kittens [{'hosc ears curled hack wards. 
.. Pah!" aied the [(lundellt/('/". "Tbest' kit­
tens are de{ornredf" 

Ollcr his ,'ot '5 I)iti{ul meows of 
Inotest, he thrcll-' the kittens Ollt into the 
[('oods where they ll'md{'l"cd, cold and 
tilone, IIlItil the'Y C'III1/(! to the doorstep 0/ 
II [uoman named Crace Ruga. She took 
Ihem ill and galle them a place I))' the 
{ire. 

lIs a reward lor her g()od deed, Grace 
heeL1nte tf)e {<muld !()//Jldcr uf (/ Ilew JI1a~­
h',,1 breed 0/ (·at. 

The origin of th Americlll 'url might 
h:lVe gone something like thar. OK. so 
there prohahly w::lsn"t an evil woodcut­
tL'r, ,lI1d there arL' no deep, dark woods ill 
Sullthern California. And (as far as we 
kllO\ '). the /\merican Curl is not the 
product of magicli tran:formation, hut 
ori gill ate d as .1 s p 0 n t anco u s gene tic 
111ut:1tiol1 in the domestic cat population. 

However, in Junt' of 19H I two ahan­
doned Lats with L'urll'c1 ears reall)' lid 
arriVE on Gr,lCt RUg,l'S do rstep as if 
their destin)" had bcen plannd, 

One of the ens that shov cd up un 
Grace and Joe Rug::l's doorstEp dis,lp­
pea red soon after arriving, The mher, a 
longhaired hlack L',n, del.:ickd to stay for 
the regu Ia I' handouts. C; fa ce 11<l l1led the 
cat "Shulmith," which comes from .1 
Hehrew \-vorc! meanin" "hlack, but come­
Iv." 
. The Rugas didn't give Illueh thought 

to the Cllrlv ears lIntii Shlilmith g.lVl: 
hirth in De~Tmh r of 1981. Two of the 
kittens had curls, indicating that the trait 
W,lS produced by a dominanr gene. 

Grace Ruga gJve these two kittens to 

her siqer, Esther Hrimlow. :--Janey 

Kiester, a former hreeder of i\ustralian 
shepherds, saw the cars while l1l<lking a 
dl:livery to P,rillllow's hOllse and fell in 
love with rheir uniquc can. and "enrle 
tellll1L'r,UneIlL She obtained the two .url 
kittens from Hril1llow. After n'ading an 
article on Scottish Fold cats-a hrced 
also noted for its distincti"e ears-it 
occurred to her that this l1li~hr he an 
entirely new breed. 

Kiester contacred the Rugas and 
together they exhihited Shull1lith and 
KieSler's two kirrcns-i\'L1StlT I.uke and 
Princess I.eah-at a show in Palm 
Springs, California. in October of 1983. 
Later rhey mtt with a judge who hred 
Sc()[rish Folds. She confirmed that the 
Curls were a new hrl'ed aLtogether. 

\VhiJc SOJlle new L'at hrt'ed" ha\'e had 
to hang their fuuy little hL'ads against 
rhe CH f:lney walls to "ain acCCpt.lnCt, 
the American Curl has purn:d its way 
into the hearts of judgcs and cat )ovL'rs 
:llike in .In amazin~ly shorr period of 
time. Only thrce years after their dehLlt in 
Palm Springs, TIC1\. grallted the Curl 
champiunship StatuS in rheir new breed 
::Inc! L'oloJ" classifications. Later the same 
year, CFF accepted the brL~ed for experi­
lllent,ll status and CFA accepted the Clirl 
for re~istration. In Fehruary of 1991, 
CFA grantcd the breed provisional st,ltus. 

Ear-resistible 
While finding the perfect Curl might 

make some think of Santa Cruz and the 
Beach ilu} 5, Cat lovers looking for Curls 
llet'd 00 no further than the IH'.ll"CSt 
brL"ed~~'. According to CFA's st.lnJard, 
the ideal Curl's L';)~S art' SL't on the cur­
ners of the head, with the hase of the ea r 
finn and the tip soft .lnd flexible. Erect 
.lnd OpCJI, curving in a smooth arc back 
aw,1\' from the faLT, they pOiJH toward 
th ~enrcr of the base of the skull. The 
furnishings of the ears (inrerior hair) are 
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Breed of the Month 
Continued from page so 
profuse. well txtended :ll1d 
preferably rufteJ. 
Th~ degree of curl call val'\' 

from 90 ro 1XU degrt'l's. or from 
first to rhe fa vort'J tbird-degree 
curl. The e,'lrs should Ilot curl 
hack to [Ouch rhe head. This is 
(",lUSC tor disqualificarion, ;"IS is 

r------~-----,Be an animal care 
specialistl 

If you love animals,
 
our home study pro­

gram will prepare you
 
for an exciting veteri ­

nary ilssislantrareer.
 

Free career book: 
800-223-4542 -..-... 
:"alll" _ 
Addre",'-, _ 

City 5lale_ Zip _ 

11Ie School 01 Animal Science 
2245 Perimeter Park' Dept. eM 426L Atlanta, Georgia :\0341 ,_J 

Co{kcta6£e Cats! 
Handcrafted Super Strong Magnets 

-Mlldc In ltoC USA-

Limited edition on each
 
style. Collectm's Item,
 
Each cat is numbered
 

and initialed.
 
Excellent stocking
 

stuffer or girt for any
 
occasion.
 

Only 53.50 eech. Two 0 mo,e ollly $3.00 
each. Please add 10% shIPPing & handlIng. 

W.W. Beans
 
2245 N. Green Valley PkWy. Suite 234
 

Henderson, NV 89014
 

01he' slyle. available. Send $1 lor color brochure. 

VISA .......1.""'" A• .,.pted 

send credil card numoor anCl es.p 
dale Of call 1800/9955519. 
NY rOSIClenlS ca~ 2258466. 

ny '"H lal'king firm Cl rrilage 
'rom the hase to ar leasr one-rhird 
of irs heigh r. 

Ar birth, Curl kittens look like 
an\' orlll'r kitten. bur ht'rwt'cn one 
alld s("\'cn da~'s, rhe c,us hegin ro 
ger firmer and srart to plump up 
and curve back. The degree of 
curl 1:;111 change dramatic,llly over 
a short period of rimt'. The curl 
of rhe car Llsu,llly scrtles down 
inro rhe form ir will etrrv 
rhroughoul rhe' c,n's lifc by th~ 
rime kittens arc 4 ro 4 1/, monrhs 
)Id. Curl cars rake rwo to thrcc 

rears ro reach ruaruriry, 
A mcdium-sized cat (5-10 

pounds), rht' Curl's body shape is 
semiforeign and llloderarely mus­
c1cd wirh lengrh 1,/· rinH:s rhe 
heighr ar rllt' shoulder. The hair 
for both th long and shorthair 
vMinr is -ilky \\'irh minimal 
undercoat. There are no color 
limiratlOns for rht' hreed; CFA 
lists 69 po-sible colors including 
colorpoinr, 

A ,Fetching Breed 
The Curl has qualirit's or her 

rhan rhew him s iCl I ear s r h a r 
make ir an attracrive per. "They 
delight in perching on a shoulder, 
.lOJ love to par and nuz;,de rheir 
owner's face," Kiesrer nores in an 
article published last year. Grace 
Ruga as."errs rhar Curls are "peo­
ple cats," withour ,lny stereotypi­
cal aloofness, 

Parricia Spt'ciale, ownl'r of tht 
~Iihit C;lttl'fY in Syracusc, ' ew 

KEIPPER ALL-WIRE 
COLLAPSIBLE COOPS 

Over 70 years experience 
ThOusands or Users Prove Them
 

Best for Shows . Best fof Callerles
 
and !hey are VERY Reasonable in p,ice
 

Write Us 10' Circulars ~ 

and Prices • 
Keipper Cooping Co. 

P. O. Box 249·K 
Big Bend WI 53103 

York, secret;)r)' ot rhe Allleril:an 
Curl Car Cluh, :lnd ,In American 
Curl breeder illt'c 19Hf>, 
des~rihes rht' car as "a medium 
t"11t'rgy car, \cry inqui~iti\'c, affec­
rionart' withol\t heing cling~', and 
playful righr up into old 'lgl'." 

CLlrls ;ue easily raughr to ferch, 
sa~'s Spl:'ciale. "Acruallr." ~he 

says wirh a 1;;llIgh. "ont' of my 
cars raught IIIC. Hl' hrouuhr rhe 
hall and Jropped ir ;Ir m~' feer. He 
kepr hringing ir bJck unril I 
~"lughr on." 

Curls are also nored for rheir 
affiniry for childn:n. "Onc rime ,1 
friend broughr over her child who 
was jusr learning to play peeka­
hoo," says Speci;lk. "She'd flip 
up her bbnker and rhink no one 
could see her, One of Illy young 
Curls would sneak up when ~he 

had rht' hlanket up, and wht,)) ~hl' 

flippeJ ir down he would da~h 

away. Then he'd come cret'ping 
back. They played rogt'rher for 
half ,111 hour!" 

For The Future 
Breeders inuicare thar rhe Curl 

line see mS to 11<..' very hea Irh) ,111d 
free of gt'nctic defecrs. a rribure. 
perhaps, to thc benefirs of ,1n 
open gene pool and conscientious 
breeding. To insure sufficienr 
gcneric diversiry, ourcrossing to 

non-pedigreed doml'sric eHs will 
comin ue until .J a 1111;Uy I, 2010. 
This mCi:1IlS rh,H the variations 
possible wirhin the breed are as 
\'ast as tht, Grand Canyon. 

"I rhink rhar thert"s some dif­
ference of 01 inion as to what rhe 
preferred look shoul I bt,," says 
Speciale, "You can fit rhe . ran­
dard the \ a\' it is wrinl'l1 ,wd still 
havl' at leas~ two, if nor rhree, dif­
ferenr l',U look<;. You will always 
Sl'C diHerenn's of opinion-that's 
normal ill any brt:t'd. It's just 
going [0 t.lke longer ru achit've a 
unified look. " 

So reml'mbcr, if a cat arrives at 
your doorstep, t,1ke it in and feed 
ir. If it doesn'r rurn our to be a 
new hrt'cd of cat, at lease you will 
have made a new fril'nd. C 
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