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| Facts &
Figures

® Recognized for
championship
competition in
TICA, ACFA and
CFF.
Provisional sta-
tus in CFA

® New CFA regis-
trations for
1991: 109

@ Change from
previous year:
+25 percent

@ Rank in popu-
larity for 1991:
9th among 12
longhaired
breeds

27th out of 35
breeds overall
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‘BREED 0F THE MovTh

By J. ANNE HELGREN

THE AMERICAN CURL

nce upon a time, deep in the

woaods of Southern California,

there lived a eruel woodcutter
whose only companion was a cat. One
spring bis cat gave birth to tio strange
kittens whose ears curled backwards.
“Pab!” cried the woodcutter. “These kit-
tens are deformed!”

Over his cat’s pitiful meows of
protest, be threw the kittens out into the
woods where they wandered, cold and
alone, until they came to the doorstep of
a woman named Grace Ruga. She took
them in and gave them a place by the
fire.

As a reward for ber good deed, Grace
hecame the famed founder of a new mag-
ical breed of cat.

The origin of the American Curl might
have gone something like that. OK, so
there probably wasn’t an evil woodcut-
ter, and there are no deep, dark woods in
Southern California. And (as far as we
know), the American Curl is not the
product of magical transformation, but
originated as a spontancous genetic
mutation in the domestic car population.

However, in June of 1981 two aban-
doned cats with curled ears really did
arrive on Grace Ruga’s doorstep as if
their destiny had been planned.

One of the cats that showed up on
Grace and Joe Ruga’s doorstep disap-
peared soon after arriving. The other, a
longhaired black cat, decided to stay for
the regular handouts. Grace named the
cat “Shulmith,”™ which comes from a
Hebrew word meaning “black, but come-
Iy.”

The Rugas didn't give much thought
to the curly cars until Shulmith gave
birth in December of 1981. Two of the
kitrens had curls, indicating that the trait
was produced by a dominant gene.

Grace Ruga gave these two kittens to
her sister, Esther Brimlow. Nancy

Kiester, a former breeder of Australian
shepherds, saw the cats while making a
delivery to Brimlow’s house and fell in
love with their unique ears and gentle
temperament. She obtained the two Curl
Kittens from Brimlow. Afrer reading an
arricle on Scottish Fold cats—a breed
also noted for irs distincrive ears—ir
occurred to her that this might be an
entirely new breed,

Kiester contacred the Rugas and
together they exhibited Shulmich and
Kiester’s two kittens—Master Luke and
Princess Leah—at a show in Palm
Springs, California, in Ocrober of 1983.
Later they mer with a judge who bred
Scottish Folds. She confirmed that the
Curls were a new breed altogether.

While some new cat breeds have had
to bang their fuzzy lictle heads againse
the cac fancy walls to gain acceprance,
the American Curl has purred its way
into the hearts of judges and car lovers
alike in an amazingly short period of
time. Only three years after their deburt in
Palm Springs, TICA granted the Curl
championship status in their new breed
and color classifications. Later the same
year, CFF accepted the breed for experi-
mental status and CFA accepted the Curl
for registration. In February of 1991,
CFA granted the breed provisional status.

Ear-resistible
While finding the perfect Curl might
make some think of Santa Cruz and the
Beach Boys, cat lovers looking tor Curls
need go no furcher than the nearest
breeder. According to CFA’s standard,
the ideal Curl’s ears are set on the cor-
ners of the head, with the base of the car
firm and the tip soft and flexible. Ercct
and open, curving in a smooth arc back
away from the face, they point toward
the center of the base of the skull. The
furnishings of the ears (interior hair) are
Continued on page 80
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| The School of Animal Science

Breed of the Month

Continued from page 50
profuse, well
preferably tufred.
The degree of curl
from 90 to 180 degrees,
first to the f
curl.

extended and
can vary

or from
favored third-degree
The ears should not curl
back to touch the head. This is
cause ftor disqualification, as is

I Be an animal care |
1 specialist!

If you love animals,
our home study pro-
gram will prepare you
for an exciting veteri-
nary assistant career.

Free career hook:
800-223-4542
Name ~

Address — -
City State____Zip___

2245 Perimeter Park * Dept. CM 426
Atlanta, Georgia 30341
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Collectable Cats!
Handcrafted Super Strong Magnets

~=Made in the USA—
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Fun
Functional. ..
Decorative. .. Limited edition on each
style. Collector’s Item.
.’-,‘-4': c Each cat is numbered
> and initialed.

Excellent stocking
stuffer or gift for any
occaslon.

Only $3.50 each. Two or more only $3.00
each. Please add 10% shipping & handiing.

W.W. Beans
2245 N. Green Valley Pkwy. Sulte 234
Henderson, NV 89014

Other styles available. Send $1 for color brochure.
VISA and Mastercard Accepted

Send credil card number and exp
dale or call 1800/9955519.
NV residents cait 225 8466.

any ecar lacking firm carrilage
from the base to ar least one-third
of its height.

Ar birth, Curl kirtens look like
any other kitten, bur between one
and seven days, the cars begin to
get firmer and start to plump up
and curve back. The degree of
curl can change dramatically over
a short period of time. The curl
of the ear usually sertles down
into the form it will carry
throughout the cat’s life by the
time kittens are 4 to 45 months
Curl cats take two to three
vears to reach maturity.

A medium-sized cac (5-10
pounds), the Curl’s body shape is
semiforeign and moderately mus-
cled with length 1. times the
height at the shoulder. The hair
for both the long and shorthair
variety is silky with minimal
undercoat. There are no color
limitations for the breed; CFA
lists 69 possible colors including
colorpoint.

old.

A Fetching Breed

The Curl has qualities other
than the whimsical ears that
make it an attractive pet. “They
delight in perching on a shoulder,
and love to pat and nuzzle their
owner’s face,” Kiester notes in an
article published last year. Grace
Ruga asserts that Curls are “peo-
ple cats,” without any stereotypi-
cal aloofness.

Pacricia Speciale, owner of the
Mihir Carrery in Syracuse, New
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KEIPPER ALL-WIRE
COLLAPSIBLE COOPS

Over 70 years experience
Thousands of Users Prove Them
Best for Shows - Best for Catterles
and they are VERY Reasonable in Price
Write Us for Circulars
and Prices
Keipper Cooping Co.
P. O. Box 249-K
Big Bend W1 53103

€
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York, secretary of the American
Curl Cart Club, and an American
Curl breeder since 1986,
describes the cat as “a medium
energy cat, very inquisitive, affec-
tionate without being clingy, and
plavful right up into old age.”

Curls are easily taught to fetch,
says Speciale. “Actually,” she
says with a laugh, “one of my
cats taught me. He brought the
ball and dropped it at my feer. He
kept bringing it back until I
caught on.”

Curls are also noted for their
affinity for children. “One time a
friend brought over her child who
was just learning to play peeka-
boo,” says Speciale. *She’d flip
up her blanket and think no one
could see her. One of my voung
Curls would sneak up when she
had the blanker up, and when she
flipped it down he would dash
away. Then he’d come creeping
back. They played together for
half an hour!”

For The Future

Breeders indicate that the Curl
line seems to be very healthy and
free of genetic defects, a tribute,
perhaps, to the benefits of an
open gene pool and conscientious
breeding. To insure sufficient
genetic diversity, outcrossing to
non-pedigreed domestic cats will
continue until January I, 2010.
This means that the variations
possible within the breed are as
vast as the Grand Canyon.

“I think that there’s some dif-
ference of opinion as to whar the
preferred look should be,” says
Speciale. “You can fit the stan-
dard the way it is wricten and saill
have at least two, if not three, dif-
ferent car looks. You will always
see differences of opinion—rthat’s
normal in any breed. It’s just
going to take longer to achieve a
unified look.”

So remember, if a cat arrives at
your doorstep, take it in and feed
it. If it doesn’t turn out to be a
new breed of cart, at least you will
have made a new friend. C
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