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• Recognized in all 
associations, 

•	 NewCFA 
registrations for 
1991:198 

Change from 
previous year: 
-29 percent 

•	 Rankin 
popularity for 
1991: 
22nd among 23 
shorthaired 
breeds 32nd out 
of 35 breeds 
overall 

BREED OF THE MONTH_
 
By J. ANNE HELGREN 

THE BOMBAY 

W 
h<:n Judy Knvi , o\.vncr oi the 
Fejuko -anery, saw hcr iir,t 
Bombay at a cat show, she 

thought it was the iinest kitten she had ('ver 
seen. J\;t black with sieck, compact fur, h(' 
'eemecl likl' a tiny panther with snappin' 
"old eyt's. Kovic wa' also impressed by tht: 
fact th:lt the killen's a 'e was covl'red with 
r().enl'~. "How ncat," she thou 'ht, and 
moved Oil. 

Three wceks latcr tht: kitten lllrned up at 
anuthcr show, and thi time he bad a "tor 
salt' . sign on hi' age. Kovic djcln't hesitate; 
she pulled OUl her checkbook. That wa ]1 
ye. r~ ago, and she and her hu band, 
Fenton, have heen breeding Boml 'IY' ever 
Sin e. 

"Patent-Leather Kids With 
New-Penny Eyes/J' 

Super,lilion ahout witches and black 
cats nOlwith tanding. this hybrid breed 
woukl cbarm even the mo. t cat phobic with 
it sled, exoti(' )ood looks and plc'l ing 
pl'tsonality. BLld to the rontS, the 
Bomhay' t:oat invites c'HC'ssing with its 
fine, -,\lin-like texture and shi\nmering 
"patl'll[ leather" sheen. 

Th\:, idt~<ll Uombay i:, ml'diull1 inizt.', (6-8 
pound, for innal 's, 8-10 pounds for males), 
has oood lJlu.cular de l'lopl11enr. ::Ind i 
deceptively heavy ior its size. Its bead is 
pleasingly rounded without tlat plane, The 
fal:t' i full and blends gently into a broa I, 
wt:lI-deveioped short IllUZZle. 

Like the Burrne e, the B mb,lv h. s an 
indentation aboH' the bridge ot ;he ~o c. 
( FA rders to thi:, as a "break," T1CA docs 
not. But an extreme break IS Clll,C fur 
di qualifi.:ation in both a soci'ltion. The 
~\'ide- -ct eyes are large and round, gi vjng the 
lace a sweet, OpCIl cxpn:sslOn. Eyc olor 
varie.. frum gold to the I rekrred copper. 
~ar are t't well .lpart, alert, tilting sli 'htl)' 
torward, medium In sizt' and slightly 
rounded, t th\:, tip:>. 

If an aloof, independent cat is what 

you're cr< \"in , this brced i:> not tor ~'ou, 

Bombays an enormously :ut,lched to thlir 
o·wncrs. They want con. tant . nclltiol1, and 
thq'lI eYen iollow you into the bathtub, 
,,1$ errs Nikki Horner, the breecl"s creator. 

"Bombay <Ire wondl'rful," says Kuvi . 
"They're cuddly, inrelli Tent and curiou , 
iu t like little kid. Olll' thing we lo\'e about 
them is thar they only talk if they h,lve 
something re;]l1~ important to ay. \{tcr 
year, ot breeding iamc eats, that' a 
welcome change!" 

Bombays tend to deve! p .Iowl~·, g'lining 
their eye 'olor and gleaming coat v.'ell aiter 
they are 4 month old. Unuke K Vil'S quick 
infatuation, orne pro-pecti\'(: hu. ers tend to 

think the kitten' IQ k rather ordinar)'. 
Bombay" like fine wine, S('l'm to il1lpro 'e 
with age. 

A Masterpiece In Fur 
The Bomhay' originator, ~ikki Horner, 

tound herself raving:1 greater hallenoe 
atter a long and iJlustrious career breeding 
cbampion show ats. I.ooking at the Black 
~ml'tic.H1 Shorthair ,nd thl:' 'able Burme·e. 
two of the lats she wa currently breeding 
he imagined a Burmese with a ~lcek black 

coat and glowing copper eye -sort at a 
pint-sized p;Hlther. 

"Cat breeding to me i an artistic 
endea\'or," Horner note. in her breed 
profile in thc ~()\'ember 1991 t [.meiers' 
Almallac. .. You could ay all hreeders :ue 
artists striving tor a Jiving ma .. tl'f ie (; of 
fur. .. 

he decided to name the hreed <liter 
Bomba , India, land of the bruer lonk-alike 
cou in, the blal·k leopard. The namt' had an 
exotic ring to it. In 1958 hl' produced her 
first Bomhay litt<:r. Th l · result were 
disapp intin . they looked mol' like poor 
American 'honhairs than anything else. 

ror her :>ccond tr~' Ill' chose her hreeder 
more c<Hefull .. She -hopp d around until 
-he found a 1~lack Aml'fican I1lc'lJe rhat haJ 
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AMother's Love 
()1Itil1uec! li'(Jm !}tlge 2 

imme liatcly. She cJe:llleJ it and 
]1nlor1llnl aII the orlwr ITl<1tcrn:d 
. en'lL'es. he twO kitlen 
adjuqed \ ell to each (lther and 
hegan pLlYing togeth r. 

Thi happy dome ·til ,"cene 
COlJtlnueJ with wonderful result 
until the mother cat's milk dried 
up c·nrirely. The brt:eckr began 
~lJppknl\.:nriI1o the leopard with 
a t OllIe iormula made tram the 
powdered fcpLll:eme1lt lIsed tor 
dogs. The breeder ~a id it sc::erl1l:J 
«) \vork hener than replacemcnt 
milk for cat~.j The l11()(hcr 
'ontinuc I ttl take (",He pf the 
k ittell and to allow p -y .... hologi"'.,1 
nur. ing, proviJing the kitten 
wilh "licking ~atl. faction. 

A fler .1 I ime (he mot her went 
into he;H (lnd lost most oi her 
intere-t III the killen,. 
Fort UJJa (l'I)'. by t 11 is ti Int'. the 
two kinens were n)(ln' interested 
in pl:J.yin!; with each othl'!". 

The clouded Ic-ppard kitten 
was W ·JrH:d to an all-formula 
diet ~H ') weeks < nel to solid 
foods at 6 Y2 \Vceb. At wet'ks 
she wa - pulled <lnd taJ.a:o to 
.1110[ her pri \" < te faci Ii t y. 

. t a pproxi ma tel y 2'/~ ) e;lrS 
I) leI. t h (' do u d e d I c' () pardis 
thriving, She has b 'en paired 
with :J. mate. \ pregnan y has 
not roult>d a far, but ('he 
hreec!er arc: hopeful. 

The dOI11<.:stic at has turned 
uur to be a natural a. ;1 foster 
IIl0ther. Although kitten 
hrouoht to her have to he borde­
fed, "he p!'lJ\'id '. them with the 
uncia1 1sychol,) ,jed I 11 urt uri ng 
they need to pro pl'!'. In additic1n 
(() the dOli led leopard and the 
Afrkan car:,lcal in the ... tory. he 
h,1~ (a n:d fnr a n 1I mher of sena I 
<Jnd Sib ri n Iyn:\ kitten, fi\-e 
(:anadi:1Jl 1)'l1x kitt 'ns and a few 
marl' Iric<'11l ("~lracal kittl'n . \IJ 
oi lh~ ... t' hreeds < r' on the 
endangered pecic ... list. ne 
loving <.:at has trulv madl' a 
difference! . C 
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dIe rich eye color ~he wanted ;Ind 
bred 111111 to ant: 0 her he T 

chamrion HUrJnesC'. 
Using some impressive hluodline , 

Horner tinally produ l'd the re ult 
he was looking tor-a <.:at with the 

can formation and shorr pollslll.:d 
coat uf the Burmese. and thl' 
American';; cOl'per,·col red ere and 
blal-k color. Proud of her 
accomplishment. he nkknamed 111:'1' 

LTcatillll "the Patent- eather Kid, 
with the Nl'w-Penny Eyes." 

Thl' hreed was rrQli fie ,mel, sillce 
bl:'h.:k i dominant over the "abk· 
color, HornLT h,1(1 hlack kittens 
galort', 

Creel ti ng a brl'ed. L'ven one .1· 

endearing a the ~ol))ba~·. doesn't 
mL',ll1 hrc('d acceptance, however. 
Horner fnund that the gurnw ... e 
hreedl:rs :lllJ thl' at ,1 snciation~ 

weren't overly willing to ;IL'Cept l1l:r 
ncw kiLl 011 the block. 

gut Horner W,l$ not one to quit 

Why? 
CcJ/1tilllwd (rom ,)a'~L' 50 

Sl ravl:'I' to m:1ke him top and think 
for a second. The'n throw our tbc 
enticing toy and drag it in Irnnr CIt 
him. In e ... en..:e, }-Qll're _ayin· ''I'll 
play with )'011, bllt you can'l att,lCk 
Illy fuot." For wat r-Ioving cats, ,In 
alrefJl;\tivl' punilohml'nt L'ouJd hl' a 
IOlld noise sllch as ala. t from a 
"canned foghurn." \X/ear long ~tur 1)' 
p:Jnt , padde I gaitl'f~, and gJ ve if 
you have to, 0 that yuu can avoid 
snioll injury whil ) all worl on 
getting the point ,lCro ((J your :at 
that "only sat' I I, r is UK." 
5. Create :1 plJy group th,lt always 
n'1l'et at your hOll c. Bringing in 
:lIlnthcr :It m, )' '< usc (lew I roblem 
if per analIties clash, hut 'OlllC 

oure . sllg"est th,lt a pi. y" ul 
comp, nion c. n h\.:/I' rnke the he;ll off 
the humans ill the homehilid. 

TI1l'r' are ~oml' siwatiOl1 whe;:re 
Ii\"in~ with ;1Il dggrcs_ irel}' playful .It 

can be very' difficult. even while 
Trying behHvioral modiii , tion. One 

when the going got tough. Shl: began 
,;how ing her C:l t a" a pro\ isi on:i1 
breed, trying to gel as much 
'xpo -life for the hrce I po illle. 
h wing her cat" \ ithout walking 

:Iway to dlalking up win ,1ireT \\'111 • 

[t w. s nnt llntil 1970 that thl' 
hreed wa -Kcepted for regi"rration 
by CFA, dV:lJJcing from registr,uion 
to pro i ional statu l11eant H rner 
had to ionn at lea °t onl.: breed lub 
and register 100 'x:lInpk, of the 
breed. [igbll'en years aiter he bq;an 
her cat eru.ade, Horner gain' I 
digihility for the Bombay to competc 
in the ('hampionsbip classes on May 
1,1976. 

"I never really real.iZL·d hmv nluch 
work I'd 11,we til do," ,ay' Horner. 
, Of course, on 'e you get tarred you 
call hardly tol. But if I'd kn wn I 
mi"ht not have done it. " 

, till. Horllt'f is proud 0 her 
cre. lion. ' E\-en with all the cats and 
win I've kid thfClugh the year'. 
when I'm gune' Twhody's going to 
relllt:mlpr. But the l30ml ay will till 
be hnt'," C 

Jad~' th,lt I Lllked to :J few year ha k 
had ,-1 ...tuelio ,lp::lrrmenr, and \~ nrke I 
::It home a_ a de'igller. he only pia e 
he could get ~lW3 from her car wa 

in the hathrqolTI, and th,H had 
obviou' drawb:l k a :l \ 'CJfk-plac '. 
Though sh' tri ....eI to Cl pe, her work 
. uffered. Her velerinarian wa 
cventll:1l1y ,1 blc:: to find her pJa. fuJ enT 
a more approprlatc home. He also 
found her a nt'w cat-one with :l 

-r !t:l1tnry pc-fsonnlity, <llld a 0rf',HCr 
appreciat i( 11 ( r art. C 
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