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Facts & 
Figures 
Registered and 
shown in the 
New Breed and 
Color classes in 
nCA 

BREED OF THE MONTH
 

NEW AND IMPROVED 
Howcver, whar happened in rhose early 

years seems irnIll<lterial ~u rhis point. ~"Iosr 

of rhe early bloodlines have been phased 
our, says TICA committee member Reaha 
E\'ans (Sunnydaze Car[er~', Florida). In 
the l11id-l980s, a group of Bobtail breed­
ers decided to break away from rhe origi­
nal hlLleprinr of rhe cat, which was es, en­
ria lIy a shorr-railed poinred longhair with 
whirl' mittens and a whire face hlaze. 

"\\/hen YOLl're working wirh a fore­
shortened rail gene, rhe Siamt"se color 
parrern <1nd rhe whire spotting gene, 
YOLl've gor a lor of srri kes aga insr you," 
says TICA commirree chairperson Lisa 
Black (Behop Cartery, Morrison, Illinois), 
"The original line hecame roo inhred ro 
be usable." 

The lIew and improved American 
Bobrail comes in all colors, caregories and 
divisions. The rrend among today's bret'd­
ers is roward a sweet, domesric cat rhar 
has rhe narural, wild look of rhe bobcat. 

"The origlJ1<.11 nJme anJ idea is srill 
rhere," says Reaha Evans, "bur thc blood­
line from Arizona does lIor comprise I 
percent of what we're hreeding now. 
\Ve're nor focusing on ,1 Colorpoint car, 
alrhough we do srill have rhem." 

The new Bobrailline' are repured to 

have bcgun in Florida wirh rrysrs berwt"cn 
domes ric cars and bobcars, the kittens 
1f which fell inro rhe hands of hreeJers 

wurk.ing wirh the Bobrail. HO\\'l:\Tr. rhese 
breedings C<1nnor he dOullllentcd since 
they appe<H to be on rhe order of: "Well, 
our car got out, and rhcre Wl:rc rhese hob­
Colts runnin~ around all o\'er rhe place, 
and rhen rhe kirrens wcre born wirh rhose 
sruhhy lirrle tails .... " 

\'(lhile ir is wirhin rhe realm of possihil­
iry for the bobcar (Felis rufus - a solelv 
1\'orrh American sported car c1osel\l rel~r­
eu to rhe larger-sized Ivnx), to n1<1;e wirh 
domesric ca rs, hohcn/domesric ca r 
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A "k the averagl car show-goer ro 
poinr our an .\lllcrican Bobrail, and 
you mighr be mistakenly sreereu 

roward rhe .J<1p<1nese Bobrail - ~1I1orh('r 

fascinaring shorr-raikd felint", bur an alro­
gerher Jifferenr breed. Unril recenrlv rhe 
American Bobrail has received lirde arren­
rion, so most folb ar,: surprised ro learn 
rhar ir has bccn carring around America for 
as long .1S rhe berrer-known Jap,lnesc Bob­
raLl (the firsr Japanese Bobrail was imported 
rn rhe Unired Srar~'s" rhe I,ne 1960s). 

The American Bohtail <lppeareJ on rht" 
scene in rhe 1960s as well bur unlikt: rheir 
Jap,lnese buddies thl:}' are as American as 
the Grand Canyon. Hec<luse of rhe hap­
hazard debur of the Bobrail, the worc! is 
jusr now beginning to sprcad abom rhis 
Iwguilin~ brecJ, 

BIRTH OF THE BOBTAIL 
The car's hi wry. like the car irself. is 

rather fuzzy. The original Bobrail blooJ­
line came from a maring- herwccn a shorr­
tailecl brown rabb~· male named Yodie 
<1nd a 'ealpoinr Sial11ese female. Yodie was 
obtained by John and Brenda SanJers of 
Iowa while \"acationing ncar an Indian 
rest'n',nion in Arizona. The parenrage of 
Yodil: is unknown, bur \\las rhou"hr ro 
ha vc been a bobcat/uol11Llstic ca t hvbrid 
hecause of his srubby r<1il. ' 

Birman, Hil11ala\'<111 • nd <1 Hil11<1bvan/ 
Siamese cross were rhen ,Idul:d to rh: 
hloodlinl'. according ro the Mini-Atlas 
nl Cats hy Andrew De Prisco and ];lI11t'S 

Johnson. j\/lindy Sch.ulrz (now \Iindy 
Cave), a friend of the Sander~ and the 
earliesr Bohrail breeder, wwte rhe firsr 
prm isional srandard in rhe earlv 1970s. 
Howe\"el., ar rhar point rhe brcl:'d exptTi­
enceu setback::. due ro rhe usual ob"racle 
- de eloping and promoting a new 
breed of en 1 an ~'ndl'a\"()r rhat requires 
rht' p,ltiel1ct" of Job, the wcalrh of .\1idas, 
rhe \visJom of Solomon and the renacif\' 
of The Terminator. " 
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Flea Free Naturally 
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WALK AND SHOW OFF YOUR CATI 
CARRY YOUR CAT IN COMPLETE SAGETY WHILE 
YOU EXCERCISE. YOUR CAT WILL ENJOY BEING 
WITH YOU, SEEING AND SMELLING THE OUT· 
DOORS. GREAT FOR TAKING CAT TO CAT SHOWS 
OR THE VET. $59 INCLUDES LIGHTWEIGHT WIRE 
CAGE, CARRYING, STRAPS, AND PAD. SHIPPING 

AND HANDLING $15. COLO, RESIDENTS ADD 3"10 
SALES TAX. DLR INQUIRIES INVLTED. PLEASE 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY OROER FOR $59 PLUS 
SHIPPING AND HANDLING TO: KITTY KONCEPTS 

4800 VAIL PLACE. EVERGREEN. CO 80439 
'·8O().745-o158 EXT. #2 
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h~'hrids would most likely be 
stnik. It seems more prob'1ble 
that the short, boben-like tail 
occurred as a spontaneous 
mutation within the domestic 
en population, 

"I know of no docul11enn:d 
pI' f of breedings between 
bobeHs and domestic cats. 
TICA ba..s listed liS as a natu­
ral hre<:d, not a hybrid," says 
Lisa Blad.. "They could have a 
Ma llx-typ<: gene. Somt' of ou I' 
lines do work like the !'vlanx 
gel1l.:; we get rhe \'ery shorr tails 
and full tails born in some lit­
tlT' on OCG1S\on. 

)urcrossing the Bobtail to 

domestic srock is still allow­
abl(·. The goal is to keep the 
gen<: pool h<:,1,ltb)' sinc<: it is 
still quite small. Reaha E\'ans 
<:mphasizcs that neither Manx 
n( I' Japanese Bobtails arc used 
in the matrix, nor are hobcats 
bred into the existing lines. 

"The objl'cri Vl' of 1110St 
bteeders is to get large, h<:alth~', 

personable cats." S,lyS breeder 
\X1illiam Halben (Bobb~' Cats 
Cattery, Florida). 

THE LOOK OF THE WILD 
Bohta ils are slow to develop, 

reaching matLlrit~· sOlllcwh<:re 
between 2 to ] years. The ideal 
Bobtail is a stocky, substantial 
cat, medium to large sin'd. 
\ ell-fleshed, muscular and 
heavily built without being fat. 
Like the bobcat, the hind legs 
are slightly longer than the 
front legs, and the fecI' arc 
large and round and may have 
toe ttl frs. 

The he"d is broad without 
notic able flat planes. The 
Illuzzle is as long as it is wide 
with prominent, high che<:k 
pads and strong jaws. In pro­
file, rhe nose has a gentle cun-e 
between the eyes. The ('.us are 
wide at the base, alert, 'lllt.! dcc-

orated with bobcat-like tufrs 
on the tips. 

The Bobtail's most noted 
feature - its succinct tail ­
is one-third to one-h,llf the 
kngth of ,1n ordin'H~' cat's tail, 
,1nd should not extend bdow 
the hock. The wil is straight 
and articulate but may cur\'e, 
have bumps or be slightly klJot­
ted. Bobtail~ with no tails (also 
called /'tllll/Jies), a re not ,lccept­
ahk because of th<: h<:alth 
problems a~s(lL'iated with the 
shortened spine. 

The coat i~ mcdium in 
length, resilient, rather shagg~'­
looking, and has a nOll-Illatting, 
;lll-weather textur<:. The coat 
1ll.1y be decoratcd with a neck 
ruff and longcr hair on hrin:h 
l~S, belly aud tail. The length 
of the coat will \'ary with tht' 
season. An updated standard 
is being implemented this year 
that will allow for a short­
haired \'ersion of the Ameri­
can Bobtail. 

SMART AND SOCIABLE 
While the hrc<:d is ... till devel­

oping and will take time to s<:t­
tie into a uniform p.,1ttern of h<:­
havior, hreeders sa~' that Bob· 
tails art' playful. energetic ,lnd 
friendl~', and possess an uncan­
n~' intelligence for Houdini-type 
escapes from closed rooms and 
fastened cages. Verv peopk-ori­
en ted, they a re not a hove 
demanding human attention by 
lTleowing or cOlllmantkcring 
available laps. 

"The y're very S\\feet," says 
William Halbert. ""They want 
to give yon kisses <111 the time." 

On the car .1Cti vir)' scale 
(with, perhaps, the Abyssinian 
as an animated "one" ::lnd 
the Persian ,1S a serene "10"), 
the Bobtail ratcs a three or 
four - fun-Im"ing and frisky, 
but not o\'eractive. 1\s Lisa 
Black writes, "They C,ln be 
bouncing around like PO!KOrTl, 

yet pick them up and they'rl: 
a II purrs." 
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