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Irresistible Ears:
 

Scottish Folds come In many colors. Grand Champion Llrkanes 
Bubba Boo Is a black smoke and white Scottish Fold. 

erhaps no two breeds in the 
cat fancy eliCit more oooohhhs 
and aaaaahhhs at a cat show 
than the Scottish Fold and 
American Curl. With their 

unique ears, both breeds have sweet 
expressions that can melt your heart. 

A Scottish Fold features ears that are 
folded over to create a caplike effect and 
a rounded head. A Curl's ears curve back 
into a smooth arc and feature interior 
hair that fans out in a soft halo. Both 
breeds are known for their large, expres­
sive eyes. 

One breed has European origins; the 
other, American heritage. Each makes 
for beautiful show cats and loving pets. 

Scottish Folds 
by SUE THOMPSON 

"Do you clip those ears, or are they born 
that way?" "Aren't you ashamed of what 
you did to that eat's ears?" "Does your 
kitty have a hearing problem with its 
ears clamped shut like that?" and "Are 
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your cats more prone to ear diseases 
with their ears down like that?" These 
are only a few of the questions Scottish 
Fold exhibitors frequently hear at cat 
shows. Just for the record, answers to 
these questions are ":'-10, no, no and no." 

Almost every Scottish Fold breeder 
and exhibitor who is asked about the 
breed is quick to share a history lesson. 
In 1961 in Scotland's Tayside region, 
William Ross, a shepherd, was returning 
home from work when he saw a white 
cat playing in the yard of a neighboring 
farm. Ross' attention was riveted 
because he noticed the cat had strange 
little ears that folded forward. Upon 
arriving home he told his wife, Mary, 
about his unique find. The two made 
plans to visit their neighbors, the 
McRaes, to inquire about the kitten. 

The folded-ear cat was a white barn 
cat named Susie. The McRaes were 
unable to provide specific' details .of 
Susie's origin except that her mother 
had been a white straight-ear barn cat 
who had a litter of three kittens, two of 

Scottish 
Folds 
and 
American
 
Curls 
With their unique ears, 
these adorable cats make 
gentle, loving pets. 

which developed folded ears. The male 
kitten had wandered away, but Susie 
remained with the McRaes. They 
promised to give the Rosses a folded­
ear kitten should Susie produce one. 

The following year the Rosses 
received a white folded-ear female kitten 
they named Snooks. From 1961 to 1966 
the Rosses bred and produced severa'l 
folded-ear kittens they called "Lops," 
named after the lop-eared rabbits. In 
1966 they began registering their Lops 
with the Governing Council of the Cat 
Fancy, Britain's largest cat registry. Efforts 
to establish the Lops as a recognized 
breed began. Sometime during the late 
'60s they were renamed Scottish Folds. 

In 1970 three Scottish Folds were 
brought to the United States for study at 
the Carnivore Genetics Research Center 
in Newtonville, Massachusetts, but 
because of a lack of interest, genetic 
studies were abandoned. Although that 
may have been unfortunate for the 
breed, it was fortunate that established 
cat fanciers were able to acquire breed­
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How 

I 
do 
you 
gift 
wrap 
a
 
tiger?
 
Sponsor iI Sumatran or white bengill tiger from the 
San Francisco Zoo and we'll wrap up a personal­
ized certificate, color photo and more. Tax­
deductable contributions start at $35 ilnd support 
habitat enrichment and breeding programs. 

Give a wild gift that helps wildlife, 
call (415) 753-7117 for free brochure. 
A'h'I'I-All-Alllfllal,1 Zoo R""d, S F. CA I)~ 112 

Have your veterinarian 
examine a neu; kitten within a 
day or two after you purchase 

it from a breeder. 
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EARS 
continued 

and rare addition to the world of purebred 
feline companions. The American Curl is 
a graceful, semi-foreign cat wi.th ears that 
smoothly curl back from its face. 

Healthy, vigorous aIJd curious, Curls 
are tolerant and outgoing, with a sweet 
expression that seems to say "Pet me," 
Give in: The silky, soft coat and respon­
sive body language of these beautiful 
cats will soon have you hooked. 

The American Curl breed, the newest 
addition to the Cat Fanciers' Associa­
tion's roster of championship cats, is 
based on a spontaneous mutation, not 
from another pedigreed breed but from 
the American domestic cat. This is the 
same basic gene pool that gave the 
world the Maine Coon and the Ameri­
can Shorthair breeds. 

In 1981, a slender black female 
named Shulamith was rescued from the 
streets of California. She had a sweet 
personality and ears that turned back 
from her face in a gentle curve. Even 
more unusual was that half of each litter 
born to her and the local tomcat also 
had the unusual ears, though with dif­
fering degrees of curl. 

Selective breeding and record keeping 
for the breed began in 1983. A number or 
American breeders began working on 
this faSCinating new cat. The breed stan­
dard was expanded and refined as the 
population of rare cats gradually 
increased. 

Not all Scottish Folds have folded ears. Perk-eared Scottish 
Folds make the same wonderful pets as their folded-e.r 
counterparts. 

Shulamith's Story 
In addition to her ears, Shulamith pos­
sessed a number of characteristics that 
continue to be a focus of the breed. She 
was slender, with soft, silky fur and a 
light minimal undercoat. 

Today, the ideal Curls are well-bal­
anced, moderately muscled cats yet still 
slender in build. They are alert and active 
with gentle dispositions. The head is a 
modified wedge without rIat planes, 
moderately longer than wide. When seen 
in profile, the nose on the lower face 
should be straight, with a gentle curve at 
the bridge from the bottom of the eyes to 
the forehead. The profile should gently 
curve to the top of the head, without a 
long rIat plane or a rounded dome; the 
muzzle should have a smooth transition 
at the cheek line, without a pronounced 
whisker break. The muzzle should be 
neither pointed nor square, with a firm 
chin that is in line with the nose and 
upper lip. 

The breed's distinctive feature, the 
curled ears, should have at least a 90­
degree arc of curve not exceeding 180 
degrees. It is a show disqualification for 
the ears to curl so much that they touch 
the back of the head or the ear itself. The 
moderately large ear should be wide at 
the base and open, curving back in a 
smooth arc when viewed from the front 
or rear. There is firm cartilage in the ear 
from the base to at least one-third of 
the height, while the tips are rounded, 
soft and l1exible. The curled ear causes 
interior hair to fan out in a soft halo, a 
perfect complement to the expressive 
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walnut-shaped eyes. 
In length, the Curl's body should be 

one and one-half times the height at the 
shoulder. The cat is l1exible without 
being tubular, cobby or coarse. Legs are 
medium long. The tail should be as long 
as the body, full and plumed on the long­
hair American Curl. At some times of 
year, the long hair on the tail can be the 
only sign that a cat is a longhair. The 
coat is silky and lies fiat; it rarely mats. 

The American Curl is found in both 
long and shorthair varieties and in all 
colors and patterns. Though the majori­
ty are solids, bicolors, calicos and tab­
bies, Curls are also seen in smoke and 
color points. 

Add a Curl 
A Curl makes a loving addition to the 
family. Curl kittens are active and curi­
ous. Each new object they discover 
becomes the basis for a new game. They 
want to do evnything together, from 
emptying the dinner dish to a nap on 
the big soft sofa pillow to a sneak attack 
on their patient mother. 

Most American Curls are fond of other 
creatures, too. Dogs and children are high 

on the list of things to be near. Some 
American Curls are drawn to water. 
Once, one of my cats perched on the side 
of the tub as I bathed. I offered my knee 
for the cat to step on; then the cat settled 
down and snuggled on my chest. Before 
long, the cat was in the tub 'vvith me, soak­
ing wet and still purring. 

Developing Curls 
American Curl kittens are born looking 
like any other baby cat, but between 
Day 1 and Day 7, the ears of those kit­
tens that carry the curl gene firm up 
and begin to curve back, often making 
tight little rolls on their heads. As the 
kittens mature, the ears gradually 
unfurl, reaching at 4 months of age 
their adult degree of curl. Kittens need 
only one parent with the Curl gene to 
end up with curly ears. It is possible 
for a kitten to get the gene from both 
parents, thus being a homozygous Curl, 
ensuring that all offspring it may pro­
duce will have curled ears. The gene 
appears to be benign and nonlethal; we 
now have many generations of curl to 
curl breeding without harmful effects. 
Straight-eared cats of good type from 

American Curl litters that don't carry 
the Curl gene are valuable in a planned 
breeding program and also make out­
standing pets. 

An American Curl is never to be 
bred to another pedigreed cat. This is a 
problem in Europe, where a few non­
neutered Curls have been sold and are 
now of breeding age. Breeding is only 
allowed between an American Curl and 
either another American Curl or an 
American domestic that fits the Curl 
standard in all ways except the curial' 
the ears. 

I hope I've answered some of your 
questions regarding this fascinating 
breed. Look for the American Curls the 
next time you attend a cat show. You'll 
find these special cats to be sweet, 
accommodating and eager to share 
your life, your bed and probably your 
soup. Share the special legacy of a black 
curly eared cat named Shulamith.• 

Nancy Reynolds Kieste;- is the secretmy 
for the CFA American Curl breed council, 
as well as treasurer and membership sec­
retmy of the North American Curl Breed 
Club. 

fIolln-. I. A"".....",. J'o~ 
AM Aro... Of I. Foal 
We love our cats, but their scratching habits can be annoying 
or worse yet, cIownright deslructive. Dedawing was the only 
assured way of preventing household cIomage. Now Soft 
Paws offers a humane, non-surgical and easyallemotive. 

Soft Paws alpiny! naa caps that keep cats' nails blunt 
and harmless fOur to ~ve times longer than routine nail 
trimming and lost from four to six weeks. They toke iust 
minutes to apply and are complelely safe, even if swallowed. 

Besides preventing deslruction from scratching, Soft Paws is 
also the ideol solution for outcloor cats that must be kept inside 
temporarily because of family vocations, nursing or weather. 

Plus, now discriminating feline owners can choose from 
four bright n_ nail cop shades - red, pink, purple and 
blue, in addition to nalural, in three odull sizes. Kitten size 
in naluralonly., .. 

For more information, call your veteiinariJ~ 
or write to Soft Paws, c/o: IISmarlPraCtJC8, 
34()() East McDowell Rood, Phoenix, Arizona 85018. 

SOFT~' rrtt' 
Red 

PurplePAWS' 
Nail Caps For Cats 

PiAk Bluu 

Call Your Vet Tod..,1 
256PR0793 
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