
Does Your Cat Need Food Additives & Supplements? March1996 

M A 

Seeing 
Through 

C �-• Eyes 

Helping cats 
Cope vvith 

Pain 

Retiren1ent 
Ho111e Give 

Fel1 A 

Ten 

USA S2 9 

• 09281

l1l 1 I1111 I l111I I I 1 1 1I II 111 I I 11 1 1 I I 111 'II 111 I I I I 1 l 11111 I I 11 l1II

9 • 
9cl> 

z 
99c06 .11810·9 ..................... ···•·•••••··•••··•>l'JH�8X8# 

N E 



Breed of The Month byJAnneHelgYen 
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THE RUSSIAN BLUE
 

FACTS AND FIGURES 

• Championship status in all associations 

• New CFA registrations for 1994: 494 

•	 Change from last year: 
8 percent decrease 

• Rank in CFA popularity for 1994: 
13'h among 26 shorthaired breeds 
19'h out of 41 breeds overall 

T
he I{ussian Blue has bec'n around since ar 

leasr u1e mld-1800~ and likely much 

longer. Members of Ihis e1ire blue breed 

have been called a variety of names: Archangel 

Blue. Spanish Bluc, Mallcsc Blue ;llld forcign 

B1uc. 

They have also becn calleJ illlciligenl, devoted 

and incrcdibly enchallling, Tbe Russian Blue 

is a gentlc, consideralc Gil Ihal display a per­

pelUal Mona Li.·a smile for its favon!e 11lImans. 

Allhough currenrly quire rare, Ihis fell e has 

landers singing rhapsodies in blue 

Russian Origin 
The mosr commonly held theory I' gard­

ing rhis breed's origin i. that Russian Blues 

were hroughr to Creal Britain in 1860 by 

Brit ish sailurs from the VVhilT Sea port wwn of 

Archangel (Arkhangelsk) in northern Russia. 

Their thick coats give credence [0 the h,'p()rh­

eSls that they developed in a cold l"iimatc. 

and according to some an:ou rs blue shonhairs 

still exisr in Russia. 

The Russian Bluc is not known to bc r:laled 

to Ihe orher rhree shorthaired solid blue 

breeds: ThaIland's Kor'n. France's Chalrreux 

and Britain's Brirish Shmrhalr (formerly ('<tiled 

the Brirish Blue). The f Jur breeds have distinct 

dilTerenees In l'(Jar. Iype and personality, 

although tbe Koral. Charlrcux and RUSSian Blue 

share a SImilar silver-blue sheen. SlIleC all (('ur or 

these breeds have long and mysrLTious ances­

tries, a common origin is certainly possible. 

In 1871. a Russian Blue was shown at Lhe 

first car show at the Crystal Palace Il1 London. 
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under the name "Archangel Car." At chis poim, 

Russian Hlues were shorthaired, solid-blue 

felines wIlh foreign hody I)'pes. From photos 

and published sources of the tllnc (for exam­

ple. rile 130011 o{ tile C", by Frances Simpson, 

published in 1903). rhe original coat was thick, 

dense. glossy and a lighl silver-blue in color, 

Russian Blues eOll1pl'ted in one class with 

all orhcr shorthaired blucs. despite olwlous 

dilkrences III type. Since the round-headcd, 

cobby Brilish Blues were lavored 111 the show 

halls, the sveltc Russian Blues rarely won; inter­

eSI in the breed waned. Finally, the CCCF 

acknowledged the breed and. Il1 1912, the 

Rus.sian Illue was granted a class 01' ItS own. 

Thc breed lhc.n made progress umil \Vorld \,Var 

II whcn, along with many or her breeds, it 

~t1mosr bccame extinct. 

DUrIng the 19-+0s ,lnd 19305, two Inde­

pendent groups 01' breeders worked to resurr<~Cl 

the Russian Blue by crosshreccltng rhe Ilw hardy 

su >'ivors wirh other breeds. in Brirain, breeders 

crossed the Russian TIlue With BluepOint 

iamese and British Blues Because of Ihe 

Siamese influence, rhe moderare I'oreign body 

sryle of Ihe Russian Blues bred in Creal Bririan 

became more extreme. In 19.-2 rhc C;CCF breed 

standard was rewnllcn accordingly. calling 1'01' 
,\11 "elongated, elegant body, graceful lines, deli­

cate bones and Iighr type." The thick double 

coat scemedlO havc bcen eltminated. 

Al the same rime, Scandinavian breec!Lrs 

attempted to "recreate" the breed by crossing 

blue nits from Finland with Siamese cars to 

enhance the solid-blue colorarion. Thc.se calS 

were larger than Brirish-bred Russian Blues 

"'llh larger heads and shoneI', denser coals. 

The overall type was not consistent. h Jwever, 

because the separate groups 01' breeders uscd 

dilll'lenl hloodlines. 

In 1965, a group of Brirish brecders, not 

pleased with all rhe changes, began efforts 10 

restore Ihe Russian Bluc to irs original con­

diric n. in 1066, rhe show srandard was agalll 

changed, now slaring Ihar rhe Siamese rype 

was unde irable. l1y breedlllg rhe Scandll1avian 

"ariely wllh the RUSSian Blue bred in Creal 
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__________? UNIQUE•••LIKE NOTHINGhhh 

rr.~~Feliners" YOU'VE MR USED BEFORE!
 
Tre:;;h/ CI.-4WP~o

Litter-Box· ~, 
FeIiners™ 

Works like a disposable diaper for your eat's litter box, 
prevents odors & eliminates messy litter box problems! 

7 MONEY & LABOR SAVING BENEFITS 
ALL IN ONE OUTSTANDING PRODUCT 
" Prevents odors and wetness naturally 
" Works great with any type of litter 
" Litter lasts longer••• saves time & money 
" Disposable, folds up in 1 easy step 
" You never have to wash your litter box 
" Clawproof and rip proof 3·lAYER SYSTEM ACTUAllY 

EVAPORATES MOISTURE," No harmful chemicals, safe for all cats so UNIQUE ITS PATENTED! 

Available at PetsMart, Walmart, Local Supermarkets, 
and most Pet Stores. Inquiries Call: 1-800-887-2287 

Order Back 
clean the Iiller box again ~L..---::;;;;Il"'"1
 

Just open and use,
 
then dispose of
 Issues 

• Fully enclosed 
• Disposable 
• Biodegradable Of CATS!
• Liller included 

u.s. PATEf\;r No. 
4, 940,016 

Enjoy all those 
back issues you 

missed! 
Each issue is $4.00 

in U.S. funds, postpaid 
(Florida reside11ts add 6% sales tax) 

Normal usage each box lasts 3-5 weeks. 
6 boxes, wI Liller 558.60 wlo Liller 533.66 CATS Magazine
4 boxes, wlLiller 540.41 wlo Liller 523.83 Back Issues2 boxes, wI Liller 523.02 wlo Liller 517.71 

Prices include shipping and handling. PO Box 290037.
Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 

Port Orange FL 32129-0037 
Mail Check or Money Order to:
 

(, FUSSY CAT'M
 
\>-I';J'-.: 0 1630 30th Street #500
 Make your check payable 

'J\c, e~\.e Boulder, CO 80301 to CATS Magazine.?>cc 1-800-484-3848 code 5465 
Include yaur shipping address 
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Britain, breeders finally achieved con­

sistency by combining the former's 

good head type and vivid, green eye 

color with the latter's silver-blue coat 

color and graceful body style. 

The Russian Blue arrived in America 

in the early 1900s, but it was not until 

1947 that serious attempts at breeding 

and promoting it began in the United 

States. nfortunately, due to the in­

consistency of the breeding stock, 

and the three other blue breeds claim­

ing fanciers' esteem, the Russian Blue 

didn't get as much attention as it might 

otherwise have received. It wasn't until 

1964 that the first Russian Blue 

achieved CFA Grand Champion status. 

However, imports from Britain grad­

ually improved the bloodlines, and the 

Russian Blue gained much needed sta­

bility. Hard work by dedicated breeders 

has improved the Russian Blue blood­

line to the point that Russian Blues bred 

in America have even been exported to 

Europe to improve their bloodlines. 

True Blue 
Since Arkhangelsk is only 150 miles 

south of the Arctic Circle, it's not sur­

prising that Russian Blues arrived 

in Britain wearing thick, plush coats. 

The breed's most distinctivc feature, its 

beautiful double coat, has been restored 

to its full glory. The coat is silky, plush 

and so dense it stands out from the 

body. You can literally use your fingers 

to draw pictures in the fur; the patterns 

will remain until you smooth them over, 

or until your feline friend tires of the 

game and waLks away. Even though the 

dense double coat is short. it does 

require grooming to look its best. 
The Russian Blue comes in only one 

color - solid blue, which in the cat 

color palette is actually gray. The silver­

tipped guard hairs reflect light, giVing 

the coat a silver sheen. This combi­

nation of silvery coat and vivid, green 

eyes create a strikingly beautiful feline. 

Body style is foreign - fine boned, 

Contil1ued on page 75 
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long, lithe and slender. While appearing 

slim, the Russian Blue is muscular 

and strong and can leap to the top of 

the tallest bookcase with case. 

The head type is a smooth. medium 

wedge but has a broad appearance 

because of the wiele-set eyes and thick 

facial fur. The ears arc also Set far 

apart and an.: large and wide at the base. 

There's no nose break or Stop. The 

slightly upturned corners of the mouth 

make most Russian Blues appear to have 

a constant smile. 

Polite Company 
Russian Rlues arc good for folks 

who want their Gil;; by their side rather 

than in their LlCl'. The\' me Hemic oen­/ b • b 

teel GUS and arc usually reserved - or 

absent - when strangers arc around. 

\Vhen they're with their own beloved 

humans. however, they arc affection­

ate, playful and devotecl. Russian l3lucs 

arc active hut not annoyingly so. They 

like nothing better than to spend time 

retrieving a favorite LOy or chasing sun­

beams..\ltbough thcy willingly entcrtain 

themselvcs. they prefer their favorite 

humalls to join in the fUll. \Vhen you're 

home they follow you around, unobtnt­

sive but evcr-present companions. 

Russian Blues like to have a stable 

rOUlinl' and tli,.;]ike environmental 

changes more than the average cat. 

The)' panicularly detest variations in 

their feeding schedule. fastidious ;lbout 

their litter boxes, the)' will complain if 

their 'facilities' arc not spick-and-span. 

Polite, quiet and well-behaved, 

Russian Hlues WOUld make rvliss 

."tanners proud. It's cas)' to train them 

to ~tav oil eOl.lIllerS Jnd out or restricted 

ar a~'wilh a simpk "no." BUI Russian 

Blues seem lL1 think politeness should go 

bOlh \\ays and take orfense ,ll being 

m~\dc tl) look silly. You can trust them to 

know when you're laughing at them ­

and the)' won't soon forget it. either. . 

RUSSian Blues ?,reet you with a smile, 

entcrtain ailLl 'ldore yOIl, and a['lcrwards 
' . >th- b)' )'ol\r sidc. 

'Ire 'ontenl to sIec P 'lUll' ,
 

~'\'hal more could a cat loyer ""Int] C
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. ~arch ~~ -~4 
Arllngton International Racecourse 

Arlington Heights,1 L 

CFACatShow 
Sat. lOam - 6pm· Sun.. 9am -4pm 

Household Companion Cat Contest 
Sat. & un.. (Mardi 23 & 24) Noon. - -1 pm 

Exhibits • Demos • Seminars
 
Contests • Entertainment & morel
 

Admission
 
Adults $7 ($6 wlLhis ad) • Kids (3-12) $2 

(Ono ad pl'r adulll 

Hours 
Friday 2 pm· 9 pm • Saturday 9 am· 9 pm
 

Sunday 9 am . 6 pm
 

For show or contest inro call: 

> TOWER SHOW PRODUCTIONS 
800 Roosevelt Road. Bldg. B·Suile -107, Glen Ellm, JL 601.17 

,70S1 46g·461 '·Fax I 70S14fm·4811·0ulsidc JL.(800J 9·/1-;··1611 

~ tiIqr J'\mrriran ([at )\zzoriation 
,. Since 1899 America's Oldest Cat Registry. 

CAT SHOWS COME AND GO, BUT THE FRIENDS
 

YOU MAKE AT ACA SHOWS ARE FOREVER.
 

THANKS FOR A GREAT SHOW SEASON!
 
ACA Officc: Susie Page, Sccrelary
 

RI() I Kath"rin" Avenuc, Panorama Cily CA 9 1402
 
8181781-5656 • FAX: 8181781·5341) • Olliet' Hours: '.1-5 Pacilic
 

ATTENTION N.E. CAT LOVERS 
We are taking ENTRIES and REGISTRATIONS for 

N.~ EXPO SHOW 
April 20-21, 1996. Special $1.00 registration fee for all 

cats entered in the Show. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE 

American Association of
 
Cat Enthusiasts, Inc.
 

PO Box 213, PINE BROOK, NJ 07058 
(201) 335-3335 
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