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More Than Just A cat 
WIthout Hair 

W hen P,lula and .Jim Eickoff of 

. Mliwaukee, V\'1S. purchased 

their second Sphynx kitten, 

they had to lolerale their friends teasing 

them about being "cat people." One day 

Jim, who'd had enough spoke out saying, 

"\\"1' aren'l cat people. we h<!.\·e Sphynx!" 

E\'en thosc who havc not been fond of cats 

in the past arc quick to point au[ the 

Sphynx is almost a separate species umo 

itself. People repeateclly sa>' that the Sph)Q1J( 

are more liIke pl:llpk rhan ears. Rich Gilbert, 

01 Gaithcrshurg, Md., oilers, "Roellet and I 

ha\'C become close lravelin!1, companions. I 

t.'lke him whencver I kave the house if iI's at 

all possible ... He has traveled by car, plane. 

bam and bicyele. Car is besl, as boat is sure­

ly kin)' helL He' my best friend and buddy 

and I \\i11 never stop being amused at the 

'luestion mosl often asked. "V,'hat hap­

pened to him?" 

\Yhat very liltle has been wnnen to dale 

about lhe Sphyn." has been relatively unin­

spired and often simplilied co the poim of 
error. Comments like .... .\'ery loving cats" or 

.....great companions" don'l begin to define, 

much less c-'\-plain, the lrue "Spiril" of the 

Sph)Tlx. That spirit is more than lcmpera­
ment or personalily. It's somelhing thaI 

almosl defies deserip{ion: something (hal 

must ht: experieneed to be Iully underswod. 

Togelher m)' wife and I, for lhe pasl 20 
years, hU\'e worked in various ways assisling 

people [Q aehieve aUlhelllicity in an inau­
lhentic world. One signilkalH measurt: of 
authenticity (to be genuine, n:,,1 or lrut:) is 

the abililY {v experience il1limaey. \~'e 

define intimacy <-15 one person's mtlh meld­
ing wilh alltllh'r's. It is only OUI of our 

c.'\perience with people char we '\'e been able 

to unlock lhe mystery of the Sph)nx. 

The Spbynx is a hairless ea{ originaling 

from a natural genelic mUlalion. Like all 
mutalions in nature they must either adapl 

or perish. Hairlessness in the animal world 

is by all means a weakncss. Fur on an ani­

mal is a major defense againSI the clements, 
p,lrasites, other animals and so on. The hair 

or fur acts as a barrier. The 5ph)'nx, born 
wi{holll hair, don't have lhis barrier or this 

proteClion. They e.'\isl wimout defenses. hl 
order lO overcome a weakne.-;s, till' mlllation 

mUSl have unusual slTenglhs to balance OUI 

that weakness. The strength of the Sph}~)x 

is its ability to ,ldapl irs pnsonali{}' lO fit lhe 

desires of irs human companions. In olher 

words they operate oU[ of au !Dluit i"e sense 
rather lhan ins{incr. \Vith lhe clarilY and 

innocence of ehildren, the .sphynx know 

what is really going on in me. human envi­

ronment, regardless of how lhings look. If 
yo stop to think about this, it's really qUite 

remarkable. 

An example of lhis phel10mena comes 

right out of the experience lbe Eickhoffs 
have with their [wo calS Buck and Mickey. 

Paula says, "Mickey has de\'c!oped into 

exaedy what I wamed in an animal eompan­
ion: he's taken his plaee as my sidekick. and 

prO\idcs all the love and attention a person 

could desire from a pet. lie gallops behind 

I11C wherever I go and L~ on my lap. knead­

ing my leg whenever I'm scaled. Buck. on 
the other hand, gravilat(·s (O\,'ard my hus­

band, who prefers a car Wilh whom he ean 

roughhouse, but which will lie still on his 

lap wbile he reads lbe p'.pcr... Buek and 
Mickey are also ~u'emely sensiti\T [0 vur 
dispositions. nmning to rom lim us when 
Wl' are feeling Illw and ehasing each olher 

wildly around lhl: house when our moods 

are soanng. 
\I'•.'hlle 1m himus from our work Wilh 

people, we were irnmedi­

atel)' altracled to {hI: 

Sphynx. This wasn'l 

hecause we were cat 
lovers. (my wife is aller­

gic lO cats and I've 
always been a dog per­

son), bUI because or the 

way the cal e.'\1.ldes intimacy. Irs vcty narure 

is to love and he loved br a human being. 
\Vithout defenses the)' exist in the stale that 

humans. underneath il alL d' ire for Ihem­

selves. It has been our c''\:perienee lhat the 
bck 01 nalllral deknses makes lhis animal 

more sensilive to the human emolion than 

anr other animal on eanh. Even though we 
were immedia{dy anraeted [0 dle Sphynx, 

we nevenheless searched for a year, lravel­

ing all o\"Cr the country, on ;J que'Sl for an 

animal thal would be capable of delivering 

to humans what they eould nOl a{min on 

lheir 0\\11. The Sphynx is solely and unques­

tionably that animal. or course, the Sphyn.." 
don't have a eomer on this market. We've 

spoken with literally hundreds of people 

whose pedigreed and alley cats fill thb bill. 

But they become that out of lhe intensify 
and devotion of their human relationships. 
The Sphyn:x arc born {his way and conn­

de.ntiy asscn this desire {a be with humans 

from (he momel1l they sclf-a.."..wredly e.n1erge 
from the cat carrier into your home. 

William and Ashley Riley of Argyle, 

Texas own a male cal named Romeo. 

"RomC\l is not jusl unique: he possesses a 

personality beyond that of the typical car. 

Ilis sense of adventure, his captivating 

glares and his ahilil)' to mOle when called 

amaze me. The way ROll1eo ~rabs yOll is 
almosl human. He wraps his am s around 
us as if he's holding on for ckar life. Each 

day we discovcr something ncw ahout him." 

Paula and Jim Eickhoff echo [he Rile)'s , 
"Silly as i( may sound, we must admit lhat 
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\VI: have found these GIIS so interJ.ctive, so 

c.ompletely satisfying, entertaining and 

t::Ol:hanting that we can't imagine our lives 

wllhom them." In uurn, the animal i~ heal­

ing hy its vet)' nature. They ;lre in:;t<lnt inti­

macy in a culture in which m~e intimacy is 

almost ~mpossiblc 10 come hy. 

Itt:POIIi etrwenk??? 

Paula EickholT has heen an animal lowr 
all of her life. At the age of 15, she ....'as diag­

nosed with sevITe allcrgie. and asthma. Hcr 
family was forced to !"ind a new home for 

their dog~ and she began expcrirllcTHing 

with new peL'i~froll1 guinea pigs and ham­

sters, to crayfish and hermit nabs. "None of 

these pets offered the companionship and 
kwe I longed for." 

At lR she shared an apartment with her 

best frknd and three cal5. Although hesitant 
to admit. it her (ondiuon was seycrely aggra­

vated by me dander. "After twO years of sul~ 

fering, I finally came to tbe: com:Jusion that I 

had to ¢\'c up my furry hienUs." When she 

met her husband nve years ago, he shared 
his desire to 0 ....11 a dog and cat. "l repeated­

ly reminded him that it Simply would Ilot be 

possible \\'e settled instead for an occasion­

al cat show. often joking thaI the only cat 

they could !:"ver own wuuld have to be a 

"hairless" cat. One day they stopped joking 
amI SPl'nt several months researching tht.~ 

Sphynx and olher options, such as the 
Devon Rex and Comish Rcx. We decidcd on 

a Sphynx. \Ve \\Ine a bit shocked at the 

price. esped<llly since we LI"d just purchased 
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a new home <lIld t.'~1Jt'rted to put qUill' a hit 

of money inlO repairs and improvcments. 

We talked it over and decided we needed 

the cat mOre than we m'l'ded home improve­

ments. v>"e selected a hlac.k nosed kitlen we 

named "Buck." At Hrst I nmiccd a mild dis­

wm fort , but Suzanne Patterson (also allergiC 

to cats) recommended a good quality air fil­
lcr for the living room and be.droom. We 

invested in those items and noticed a 

marked improvement." Since lhe Sphynx 

JifIcr.; from Olher cats in rnat it doesn't have 

hair to ahsorb the oil the skin produces, it's 

dander tcnds to remain on the skin rather 

than noating freely. "1 simply bmh!:" Buck 

and Mickey every other day with baby sham­
poo to wash the dander, oil and dust away, 

and I'm able 10 remain vet)' comfortable. 

Their skin does not dry OUI '15 that of regular 

cats when they are hathed, SO bathing 

doesn't make the dander more plentiful. I 

do fine! that my eyes and nose will react if I 
touch them after handling lhe cals, hut as 

long a~ I kl~ep my hands away from my face, 

I am relatively unaware of whatevn airbome 

allergcns do exist." 

Although there's ~Othing in nature that's 

tmly hypoallergenic, the Sphyn..x cat seems 

to come a'i close as one can get, c.xduding a 

fish. Approximately half lif tbe kiuens we sell 

arc to tho-e with some son of an allergy to 
regular cars. v"hile we cannot guarantee 
there will not he any reaction, we do afTer to 

wke the Gil back if desired. In the past year, 
we've had two retums liOin severely disap­

pointed peopile who lovcd the cat, hut 

couldn't tolerate it. v>"e always advise people 
to acclimate gradually. Don't leI [he cat in 

the bedroom or on your pillow until you've 

given your hody time to adjust. For most 
peoplc. the reactions diminish \~iE:h time. 

The vast majority of (he preseAt da)' 

Sphynx hreed hegan in 1978, when a 

Siamese breeder from Ontario, Canada 

found three hairless stray kittens on the 

SUl:el5 of her neighborhood. In 19R3 two of 
lhe kittens, Punkic and Paloma, wefe 

shipped to Dr. Hugo Hernandez in [he 

Ne.therlands, where [he)' we.re bred to a 

white Devon Rex. The descendenL'i of these 

cats along with the descendents of other 

e:<ceptionally rare mutations are thought to 

be the loundation of [()(jay's Sphynx bFeed. 

More important, perhaps, is the fact that 

records exist going back almost 100 years 
10 document hairless cats born 10 haired 

ones. Doubtless, (hi'i has oceured through­

OUI history. 
There has been some controversy as to 

whether or not mese eal5 should have been 

reproduced. Some think there's an inherent 

weakness due to being hairless. We have 

found nothing to link any weakness to [he 

mutation itself. If <lny \-.,'eakness does e:'<:ist. it 
i'i due to the exeessivc <llllOUI1l of inhreeding 
(immediate family) and then linehreeding 

(e."tended family) initially necessat)' to per­
petuate the breed. Given that this particular 
mutation has Dccurred many timcs ,through­

out history, almost begging 10 he noticed, it 
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b n,lt ,In isolated freak of Ilatur'. l'erh'lps 

the que,Lion should nOI h(' '·.,.b it righl or 

wrong to recreale. a nalUral gcnetic rmlla­

lion7"', hut rather. ..... How do you utate a 

\'iahlc ,md \ 'tal hrlul with [l limited O\eno.:. 

pOll!?" The an~wer is not complicatcd. hut 

it does require hoth time am.! ClllUm.ilment. 

Tht, gene pool mll~1 he inueased by out· 

erossing-·matmg Ihe Sphynx 10 lither 

hreeds \l) generate whal i,; commonly 

kn'lw11 ,L" "hyhlid vigor." 

Carol Richards write~ in Ihe .Iunl' '9() 

issue of ''Cat l'aIKy," "~In L9H'5. my hus­

band and 1 were cOUla'ted hy Solvei,~ 

PlIuegn. ,Ill internationally knOW'll gcneli­

cis!. Sphynx were in d'1l1~er 'If hemming 

extinu and she bclicH:d they would be 

compalihle with the D<':\'llll R 'x, the breed 

Wi' were involvrd with at the time. \Vc hred 

a female Devon Rex with a Sphynx male 

,md k(d :t liller 1I[ four hairless kirfens. 

Sillee thell we have sp 'm year-- 0 ill" 

TO he;llth~', unrelated I e\"lm Rc-" to reach 

the point whel", th.. ge(1 pool wa~ expand­

e.d enough to he abk to bre 'd SphYllX to 

Sphynx.'· I lllust admrm.-Jnlgl' the wnrk uf 

Carol and Waill{ich:mls. ,"Vhite tau !able, 

a.~ the.il \"nrh: h.ls mahled we. hreed to pc.r­

PC\l1atl' Ir.-df, LT( fiR wil h 'the Dl'\-nll Rt:l' 

to revi" th.. rbn.: 'il 11; nOl hcen ('nough t 

have the Im:nJ wli\,' and fluurish. Onl~; 

vcl)' limited c..'Cpnimema.l cros"mgs \Vjtl~ the 

Amerk'(ll Shnnhair (the other approved 

Ollt 1.;. lor the phyn.'\ have b ~n con­

du ·t..:d The ability [0 breed ~pb}'ll.X tu 

Sphynx shnuld (wt be the de..'lrcd md prod­

Uri, blll rather. ,rhri\'ing siz::lhlc litters of 

viable kittCl~~ dIal gn)w to adulthoud with­

OUI gl::.nelle defecr. 

o "pitt' what olb<:.r, ma~' say, the brced 

i~ stillllilll( ull to work With. lor Surpl' ing­

nnn ~ Icr as appn-cia­

tiV<' as tho opleJ om Sph~TL,( 

kittens and Glb. 
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If lmalvalue.' of 

harm than od TIl(: -phFIX i. nl\.ch [0(' 

p - d iln anir [h' led d \\11 the road to 

l:"Linnion .' ·If- ppointed pwtl'Cti"e 01"'il­

niz:.uion.' wh(, "igortlus.ly defend thdr light 

[ll cnnlinue linebrenling 10 meet. 'I ~hllW 

standard. vVhal good 1-" an animal that 

I'lok; gnoo on [he lluL'lde, hut Iacb hardl­

I~ and \cHillity WIthin? \I,my a breed has 

un; at the hal pcppi<' whn df~irc 

to (l\\~1 a ribhon pr tid Cat ShllWS. as lllOSt 

CV(1)'Ollt' kI1ll\\·,. arc not a spectator spon. 

involVing only a small traction of .\mcrican 

cat lowrs. They are, 111 l,lt"l, a ks"cr order 

than our m clem day beauty pao 'am~ in 

which-tri t.l)' "tookh g 'ood" is no longer 

enough. Out ,,[ o\'er 1.000 documented 

calls we have n.:cci\'Cd the past YCdr abollt 

the Sphynx, only lWO people wamed a Ul! 

to -how. Americans want companilll1 ani­

lll'li>. not (ats fur til> show lin~, And I ,I:,'uar­

dlllec V,)U 1.lIe.•\mclic;]n publ.ic d sir' It r' 

Irurn a cOlllf'1:mEOIl ,f lmal rh;m jw [ :me· 

thiJlg thaL ltJok 0 The~' W IJ1t, anti 

de,('!Ve to ha\ • the whole IX {age.. 
The breed will truly pnlSplT only whell 

an imegrat 'd tandal"" gUic!t'­

de\clopmcn I p t, rh 

"ls 
I or r :lrts join lJ. makc' 

hctler whe'k \Vitholll' an equal Ilr grcaln 

[OLUS on !: 'neu . hcalrJl and temp<.:ramc-nl, 

ncilhcr 0 I'hi h iIJ rt'llecled in rhe pl 'lIt 

show Q;l\1cL or on he jnd'" tl1,­

show rmg. hre"edi als will corumueI 

rdkct rh ',,: inherent and pntl'l1tially deadly 

Iimltarion 

Tbe' Il~ion m.,t Suzanne and I ha\-c 

Ill> to f[~r an of 1is is: The 5 h, lX 

olt :IS 10 much rll hUl11ankm 1 1o 1Il1D\\" 11 III 

just hlll h~' the wa~';;itl(· through '1ue;;rie.HJ­

able Siandare./s and shor -' ,hte brt'rui ) 

practices. limo J1t:' in lhis ~"cicty l' 

e-"ploitecl 0 : denly ],[p.,is Of WllrSC. (' 

Sphynx i'!; . 0 \:''iCl" ,,-\.!thllug not Ii 
t.b~1I qualti Sph~'1 11 pape b.IW I 

c-'\lrallrdillill . qualiti . , those Irol11 the rtRhl 

envirnnn1l'nt are, in realilY, hcalin" I'm 'C'.' 

force_" t.!I;.1l as"ist human hCIlIgS in 1I11di 

Ime illlim 

The. ph}nx .,[~r lb the 1 ponunJ 

\U ["Dl"r Iil.Lrnab r elr ri,~ht[ul pI. 'l" in 

silliel). 11 111 which thev ILn' help 

l"olnpanio~ md heakrs. They a in r h­

tya gift, which \vhel1 expcricFl<:'d [0 tl r 

lullesl ,lra"ir)", ~bm\' ther sci. til 

nmhing Ie-. 5 !haruill In e,:,lIS bodi 

"l~l:mrt·' /<1'11' CATS 
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