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t's a spooky Halloween night. 
The wind-tossed trees rustle 

ominously as you hurry down 
the path to your house. Sud­
denly, a stalwart black cat 
slinks in front of you , a mini-

panther with captivating cop­
per eyes and a coat so black 
it conjures thoughts of witch­
es, bubbling caldrons and 
murmured incantations. But 
hey! It's OK because, being a 

cat lover, you're immune to 
such superstitious feline folk­
lore. Besides, that black cat 
crossing your path is a 
Bombay-not a sinister 
witch's familiar. 

The Bombay is :in endearing breed: sweet, affectionate and 
agrecabk to just about any suggestion from irs human compan­
ion. Although not overly acrive, the Bombay enjoys playing with 
its preferred person and is known for its curiosity and inrelli­
gence. Fanciers claim the Bombay can win over even the mosr 
hateful ailurophobe with irs combination of personality anci sleek 
body sryle. 
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"My Bombay, Kirby, has a wondafully sweet disposition," says 
fancier Paula Linn. "He's curious and constantly investigating 
everything. His favorite pastiml: is seeing what he can knock off 
thl: kitchen table. He thinks ir's grear fun when his human picks 
the.: rhings up for bim." 

The Bomba}' is a rare breed and ranks 30th out of 36 breeds 
according ro Car Fanciers' Association (CFA) registration totals; 
only 91 were 1egistered in I 99Ci. However, ir still has a dedicated 
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following of folks who rreasure rhe breed's loving and playful 
personaliry. The Bombay also generally performs well in rht: 

show ring. 
Although uncommon, rhis midnighr cross berween rhe 

Burmese and rhe black American Shorrhair has been around for 
decades. In rhe lare 19505, Nikki Horner, a longrime exhibiror 
and bn:eder of American Shorrhairs, Burmese, Exorics, 
Himalavans, Persians ami Siamese, arrempred ro rum rhe 
Burmes~ inro a car of a differenr color. Her Shawnee carrery in 
Louisville, Ky., esrablished in 1945, gained a repurarion for pro­
ducing oursranding felines. AJrhough her carrery was rewarding, 
Horner wanred more. She decided ro creare a new breed. 

However, her firsr arrempr in 1958 was a disappoinrmenr. The 
kirrens from rhose firsr lirrers, rhe product of crosses berween 
non-pedigreed black domesric shorrhairs and sable Burmese, 
were all black because rhe color black is dominanr ro rhe sable 
color of rhe Burmese. Bur rhe overall look didn'r march Hmner's 
masrer plan. The kirrens looked more like poor-qualiry American 
Shorrhairs rhan black Burmese. Their coars were roo long, rheir 
eye color poor and rheir body rype was "big and horsey." 

She pur rhe projecr on hold and devored her energy ro show­
ing rhe esrablished breeds she raised. Over the years, Horner's 
emery produced more rhan 100 Grand Champions and chalked 
up over 500 Besr-In-Show wins. During her car fancy career, she 
bred many winning cars, including Car OfThe Year and Besr 
Opposire Sex Car Of The Year in 1%0, 1961, 1963 and 1965. 

Realizing she couldn'r rop rhar record, Horner rerurned to her 

dream of crearing a new breed. Looking ar rhe black American 
Shorrhair and rhe sable Burmese, rwo of rhe rypes and colors she 
was curre.ntly breeding, she imagined a Burmese wirh a sleek 
black coar and snapping copper eyes. "Because ir looked like rhe 
black leopard of India, I named ir afrer rhe ciry of Bombay," 
Horner said in an interview before her dearh in 1995. "lr jusr 
sorr of fell inro place." 

She bred ShawIH:e Obsidian, a pedigreed black American 
Shorrhair female, ro GRC Shawnee Cassius Clay, one of her besr 
sable Burmese males. 

Berween 1966 and 1972, Horner produced 27 Bombay lirrers 
(106 kirrens roral) and evenrually achieved rhe ideal look she 
wanred-a breed wirh rhe body rype and shorr polished coar or 
rhe Burmese, and rhe American's copper-colored eyes and black 
coar. She nicknamed her crearion [he "Parenr-Learher Kids Wirh 
The New-Penny Eyes." 

Meanwhile, she became a Morher Hubbard of black kirrcns: 
She had so many she didn'r know whar ro do! The kirrcns rhar 
weren'r good breeding candidares needed homes, and because rhe 

breed wasn'r recognized ar rhe rime, no one was willing ro pay 
for rhe per-qualiry Bombays. Therefore, family and friends (and 
friends of friends of friends) were recruired ro provide homes for 
rhe lirtle black cars. 

Afrer achieving rhe look she wanted, Horner's rroubles weren'r 
over. Her previous success in rhe show ring wirh recognized 
breeds didn'r assure rhe success of her crearion. Burmese breeders 
wanred norhing ro do wirh Horner's cars, and she had rrouble 
finding people who were inreresred in breeding and exhibiring 
her Bombays. Mosr wanted ro wair unril rhe breed was recog­
nized ro buy one, and wirhour rhe supporr of breeders and 
fanciers, recognirion would be a long rime coming. "Ir really was 
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a Carch-22," said Horner. "It rook a long time. I never really 

realized how much work I'd have ro do. If I had, I wouldn'r have 

done ir. But ow I'm glad I did." 

hnally, in 1970 ar CFA's annual board meering, rhe breed was 

accepred for registrarion. Advancing from registrarion ro provi­
sional sraws meanr rhar ar leasr one breed club musr be formed 
and ar leasr 1 0 examples of rhe breed musr be regisren:d. These 

condirions were mer in 1974. 
Before ir c uld be accepred for CFA championship sraws, rhe 

breed had ro be shown in rhe provisional (nonchampionship) 
class. Exhibir rs srill had to pay a fee ro enrer rheir Bombays, 
bur rhe cars couldn'r compere for prizes. They were merely on 

display for exhibirors and visirors, and handled by rhe judges. 

However, rb1.\ exposure helped spread rhe word abour rhe 
Bombay, so breeders exhibired in rhe provisional class as ofren as 

possible. The Bombay achieved CFA championship srarus on 
May I, 1976 Orher associarions quickly followed CFA's lead, 

and mosr had accepred rhe Bombay by 1980. 
By rhen, however, Horner had losr inreresr in breeding and 

showing and rook a break for a number of years. Ar rhar point, 
orher breeders rook on rhe Bombay challenge. Patricia "ElY lor, 

Sandy Sulloway, Johanna Kachler, Sharon Knighr and Herb and 
Suzanne Zwecker, to name a few, broughr rhe Bombay inro rhe 

car fancy limelighr. 
Ar firsr ir was rough going for rhese inrrepid Bombay pioneers 

because rhe car fancy seemed singularly unimpressed wirh rhe 
Bombay. One Bomhay hreeder nores, "The Bombay was a joke 
in rhe car fancy unril we bred some good ones thar rook rop 
national wins. When we came our wirh our firsr one, a CFA all­
hreed judge aid we shouldn'r wasre our rime, rhe breed was 
awful, hopeless, irredeemable... " 

The Zweckers were insrrumenral in bringing rhe Bombay 
some of rhe respect ir deserved. They srarred over wirh fresh 
srock and bred a non-pedigreed black domesric shorrhair male ro 
one of rheir sable Bmmese females. In due rime rhey produced a 
breakrhrough car for rhe breed-Road To Fame's Luv Ir Black. 
He was CFAs Second Besr Car and Besr Shorrhair in 1985. 
AJthough Horner eventually rerurned ro showing and breeding 
Bombays, rhe Zweckers and rhe orher dedicared breeders made 
rhe Bombay whar ir is roday. 

Mosr Bombay owners are more impressed wirh the breed's 

delighrful p rsonaliry rhan irs show prospecrs, and rhar's jusr as ir 
should be. T e Bombay srrikes a nice balance between rhe even­
rempered, laid-back personaliry of rhe American Shorthair and 
rhe playful, talkarive, super-smarr Burmese. They're exrremely 
people-oriented and very devored ro rheir chosen humans (com­
plimenrs of lhe Burmese inAuence), bur won'r drive you crazy 
wirh a consrant dialogue (complimenrs of rhe American 
Shorrhair). ur rhey'll ger rheir feelings across when rhey have 
somerhing to say. 

"My Bombay, Black Ice, is quier, gentle and sweer-unril she 
wanrs something," says Bombay owner Fred Boulka. "Then 
look our! She climbs my leg wirh her sharp lirtle claws, yowling 
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breed 

BOMBAY BASICS 
Breeder Nikki Horner's original idea for In a show Bombay he coat must be black
 

the Bombay was a copper-eyed, black cat to the roots, the no I alher nd paw pads
 
resembling the Burmese Although techni­ black Eyes shoulJ IJ I deep 9 Id or copper.
 
cally a hybrid of the American Shorthair Green eyes are cau e for disqualification
 
and the Burmese, the Bombay gets most of In the sable Burmes tIle coat color is iJ
 

its features from the Burmese. In fact. rich warm brown thdt shades Imost imper­

Bombay and Burmese standards are very ceptibly to a slightly light r hue on the
 
similar. For both, the head is pleasingly underparts. 
round, and the face is full with consider­ Coat texture IS irliportam in the show­
able breadth between the eyes Both quality Bombay as well. H18 Bombay's fine change of the head shape are among the 
breeds have expressive eyes and sweet short, satin-like coa has '3 shimmering genetic problems shared by the Bombay 
expressions prized by fanciers. "patent Ie ther" ~Il en hal invites caress­ and the contemporary Burmese 

The ideal Bombay is medium-size with ing. The coat te Is stand satlllY to the Over the last 20 years a difference of 
good muscular development, and it's decep­ touch. "You Cilll almost ~eB your reflection opinion has developed mong Burmese 
tively heavy for its size emale Bombays in their co ts,' say, ble ,dAr H8rb Zwecker breeders as to the favored conformation. 
weigh 6 to 8 pounds, while males weigh in Bombays lend \0 Jevel( p ~Iowly and One group prefers the "European Burmese" 
at 8 to 10 pounds However, where the don't gain their full yP color and glossy that possesses a longer, narrower muzzle 
Burmese is compact in appearance, the coat until they'r , OVflr 4 months old Until with a les~ pronounced nose break. The 
Bombay is "neither compact nor rangy" by then, they r semble orulilary black domes· other group favors the"contemporary" 
standard. Bombays generally have slightly tic shorthairs If yUli r rllanning to buy a Burmese-shorter, broader muzzle, pro­
longer bodies and tails than their Burmese Bombay for how, it's wise III wait until th nounced nose break and a broader, rounder 
relatives. Like the Burmese, the Bombay kitten is older 81 ed rs llsually h ng on t head shape This difference of opinion has 
has an indentation above the bridge of the their kittens lor at lea t fOUl months any· affected the Bombay as well. Some 
nose. For the Burmese this is called a way because it's hard ro jlJdg show Bombay breeders prefer the longer muzzle 
"break," but in the Bombay standard this is prospects (t :'I younlJf,r ;Jge a'ld want to aVOid the skull conformation of 
called a "moderate stop" Because of the Because the Bombay g8no pool is smali, the extreme Burmese. Other breeder pre­
subtle differences in the standards, opin­ breeders outero-s t(, Burme"8 and fer the shorter lTIuzzle and the pronounced 
ions differ about standard interpretation. American Shorth [I" to keep tli8 pool nose break In today's CFA show rings, the 

The most noticeable difference between healthy. Thiamine C!ollrlenr.y, heart disease contemporary Bombay seems to be taking 
the Burmese and the Bombay is coat color and cranial d tormi I resulting from the more wins 

at the top of her lungs! eedless to say, she usually gets wi at Th· n 'ces~< r ~rossings l1lakt' ir difficult to balance aU of t.he 

~he wants." desirable 80m ,ly features. Wh n a ~Ib[l' Burmese is bred to ;1 

"They have ~dmost the same personality as lht: Burmc.~ .... ~ays black Aml'ricln . honhair, all of d1e ffipring wiU be black but 

breeder Suzanne Zwecker, who also is President of the Inter­ stiD carry the' reces 'ive sable gene. If b (h parents carr' the sable 

national Bombay Society (see "Source"). "They're casy going. bu gene, about 25 percent of the Bombay incns will be born sable 

they're still playful and very affectionare." brown. Because the standard calls for black color only. dlese kit­

Bombays crave your constant attcntioll, and they'll follow you tens can't be registered as Burmese or Bombay in the .1- . 
everywherc to get it. For that rcason, the Hom hay isn't for everY However, in Thc Illtcrnational Cat Association (TICA). sable 

onc. In fact one buyer rewrncd a J)ombay to Homer, sa. mg "I Bombays can e regiStered and shown as ~urrnese. 

w~ul[cd a pet, not a shadow." Bod type presents another complicati 11. .rossing back to the 

"My husband GlI1nOL SIt in his reclin~r without Kirby jumping American ShorthaH ofren produces kittens with an ArneriCln 

in or a nap also," says fancier Paula Linn. "Anyonc who gets ~l .'>h lllhaJf body type, rather than rhe prefern:d urrnese styI-:. 

Bombay will have a wry special, loving companion." ihe no\c is often roo long and th hody not "cobb/, (compa t) 

ell ugn. The American Shorthair inOuenee also thickens the coat 

or the ofF pring. 
All 1Il J.II, Lhese diff-Iculries GUl b Ji5collraging to a would-beIf this breed is so speci;.d, why arc they still s) rare aftl'[ almost 

brecth:r. which rnay account for rhc rarity f Bornbays and40 years? Well, Bombays breed easily enough, bm very few of 
B 1mbay breeders. "But the bottom line i.• I'd rJthcr sec quali . • fthe subsequent kittcns are consid~reJ show quality. In ordet to 
han qLll1ntiey," s' ys Herb Zwecker. If,J11 intain the head and hody eype, the Bombay must hc crmseJ
 

back to the sable Burmese; Bombay to Bombay crosses rend to
 

produce kittens with poor head and coat types. Some hreeders
 SOURCE 
also cross back to the bLKk American Shonhair to make rhe Th International Bombay Society, Dept eM, 57R2 Dalton Dr, FarmillgtOII, Ny
 
hreed healthier and to avoid genetic pro lems. 14425
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