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impossible, drive-you-nuls (,"at in thl: 
world," sa~'s f:H1ci('r Alice Wcbst('"J". "He 
<.:an sleal your hean and your dinner all at 
we same time. 'No' is the only word he 
doesn't undcrstand. Abys need lots and 

lots or anclHion and love, bm they always 
giw back the lo\'(' double." 

You can trust Abys to follow you from 
room to room. juSt to keep an t~ve on you 
and make sure you don't ncC'd any help. 
Wherher you're making dIe bed or doing 
rill: dishes. the~,'11 be there [() lelld ;I paw. 
Ahys show great gusro at Jinneniml', 
After all, nimble karing and toe pounc­
ing burn a lor of calories, If vou dOIl't 
want a crabby Aby, provide food pronto. 
Th,,;' have long mcmories. roo. F(,l'd an 

Aby from your platc JUSt oncc. and for thc 
rest of your life you'll he e1howing your 

ruddy buddy aW3;' from your platl' every 
rim.e you si{ dov,rn to eal. 

One thin~ d1e Ahy is not, how('\,cr. is 
vocal. Abys.siniam tarely talk unless th<.:y're 
hungry. and ewn then their voices arc soft 
and inobuusive (bllt they do purr with 

SACRED CAT OF EGYPT? 

great "'nrhusiasm), Abyssinians meow only 
as a last reson; th,,'y han' other wa}'. of 
making th('ir desires known. "My Aby has 

found rhe perfect way [(] gcr me [0 teed 
her," says R'lbin Moshcr-K('nnl:dy. "As 

soon as I wake LIp in the morning, she 
stands on m;' ehesr, purring 10udJy and 
drooling. Sort of a reverse Pavlov's llog 
eHen-she's Icarnl:d that salivating on I11C' 

produu:'s food. And believe me. ir works." 
Abys are ddlnitdy for pcople who likt' 

agtlc, arhlelic cars. No Cit tree is wo high 
nor railing roo narrow for the nimble 
paws of an agile i\b~" "Our Ab~rs are inrl'­
rio I' dI:COralOrs," says breeder Ivlary Ann 
Stan,sfidd. "Imagine our surprise when v,..c 

Glml' home from work one sunn~' day and 
the sheer curtains wl:re down in the living 
room and ('ighr Ahy kirrl'llS WCrl: perched 
in tht' sun on lOp of rhe couch!" 

And Aby\ are for f()lks who wam an 

affl'ctionatt' car. \\(/h('n restrained hy their 
humaJ1 companions, Aby.s become strug­
gling bundles of FlIr wirh mon~ than rhl: 
usual number of dhows, hm this doesn't 

lllean rhey'r,,' nOl aHccrion;lle. They just 

like to shown you with affeCtion on rheir 
own terms. Th('y'll pcr<.:h on your shoul­

der. sleep hy youI' side, curl next to YOLl 
un the couch and lavish you wirh "forc­
h(';ld kisse,~"(pressing rheir "oreheads 

against yours as signs of their aEtection). 
"Abys arc in tunc with their human's 

mQl)ds in a \va)' I've never seen befure." 
says fancicr Darlene ShapeI', "Do cats haw 
sOLlls? I can't look into my Aby's I:yes and 
doubt ir. Something looks back at me 
th:u's hard 10 dl:scribe, A certain wisdom. 
a sp:uk of life force .... " 

COUCH COUGA 
Natural grace and regal hearing are 

responsible for some of the breed's currenr 
p()pularit)~it's rather lih' having a 

miniarun: mountain lion i! your house. 
Thl: Ahy's cuat coloration an.d loosc­
shouldered, hunter-like \valk resembLe i·[.~ 

bq~('r cougar ('ousin ... rvl~' Ahyssinian 
dOl'sn't sn~m quite domeslicued," says 

So where did this amazing cat corne from? No one knows for 
sure, but several theories Ilirculate about Aby origins. The liist is by 
far tile best known and maS! fLJ . SlJpposedly, today's Abyssi.nian is 
a direct descendant of the ~<lCIetl cats worshiped as the physical 
manifestations of the gods of ancient Egyptians some 4,000 years 
ago. Abys do look remarkably like tho cats depicted in Egyptian 
murals and sculp ures. and some mummified remains resemble the 
Abyssinian in b I structure and coat color. Abys also resemble the 
African Wildcat {Falis silvestr yblea!. the species thought to be the 
progenitor of all omestic cats The African Wildcat has been identi­
fieci as one of the species mummified by the Egyptians during the 
time of the cat cult. 

However, otller evioence exists Indicating thaI the Ahyssinian IS 
not from Egypt, nor from Abyssinia Cat historian Dr Gordon Staples, 
in hiS 1874 book, "Cats. Their Points, Etc," writes about a cal 
named Zula who was transported fwm his native Abyssinia (now 
called Ethioplal to England at the end of the Abyssinian War in 
1868. As proof, he book features a lithograph of a cat with a ticked 
coat with this desttiption "lila, the property of Mrs. Captain 
Barrett-Lennard This cat waS brought from Ahyssinia at the conclu­
sion of the war." Because B British troops left Abyssinia in May 
1868, presumably lula and hiS other Aby cousins entered England 
around that time. Hence, the breed was dubbed the Abyssinian for 
its supposed country of origin 

Nu written I. r Is exist to trac . these early Abys, and for that 
reason many British breeders mint 1I1 the original lines died out 
and he lleel) was recreate by breeders who crossed silver and 
brown t bhle~ WI II rltlsh [;ked "Bunny" cats IStI named bHcause 
of th ir r s mblanr.e to a native rabbit in that reg. nl. 

H '81 I ,nt genetic studies mdicate th Ab ssilllan was not 
,3 cmat ,0 br , ,d, hut rather a natural breed that oFigil111ted from Ih 

,.tal areas around the Indian Ocean and in parts uf S Ulhea t 

Cats reb r II a r y 19 9 8 

Asia. The skin of a small, tic d l:at considered the ea,he,st identifi­
able Aby is displayed in Holland's Leiden Zoological Museum. Around 
1834, the museum purchased the skin (which looks very much like 
the modern ruddy Abyssinian} from a supplier of wildcat exhibits; the 
museum founder labeled the exhibit a domestic cat of India. 

It appears that, while the A lSsinian was developed and refined 
in Britain, it was not created t ere, but rather may have been trans­
ported to Britain by merchants who had stopped in Calcutta, a major 
Indian Ocean's port. Aceor mg to Abyssinian breeder Tord Svenson, 
approximately 37 percent of the cats in Calcutta today are 
Abyssinian types, but no Ahyssinian types can be found in Egypt or 
Ethi p i;1 Sve.n 01 meen Iy imported wild Abys from the jungles of 
Singapore, and n 1 1990 issue of "Incats," he writes, "These cats 
exhihit the marvelously fnendly. outgoing personalit1ies that 
American Abys are deservedly fa ous for, land) the jungle Abys do 
have the wild markl!lg~, ill ludlrrg rs on the legs and neck that are 
characteristic of the natural gene pool" 

Regardless of origin, the Abyssinian made an early grand 
entrance to the fancy It was one of the breeds shown at the first 
modern-day cat show held in London's Crystal Palace in 1871 This 
show was swged by Harrison Weir, a noted cat enthusiast regarded 
by many as the father of the cat fancy. The Abyssinian female 
placed third out of approximately 160 entries, demonstrating that 
even in the cat fancy's early days the Aby was appreciated for its 
be' oly, ise and personality 

Two Aby rrived in North AI erica in the early 1900s and were 
first t'!xhibited m 1909, but a tive breeding in this country didn't 
begin until the mid 1930s Wht.:l several high-quality Abys were 
imported from Britain. These ts became the foundation for today's 
American breeding program The Abyssinian is the fourth mCls fIDP­
ular hreed in the US., according to the Cat Fanciers' Association 
(CFA) registration totals. 
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(~ ~ic' Ro!'"rT • r1~, ""lrh()lI~h hI:" 'b lJghr nlored s rh ' (Jurf an fl]. I is 
~WL't't and ,'enrk as ,Hl)"lIlC c.: u.ld hope ml t1,I'~ t')'t:\ lnd Jnouf1a"l', allowing 
Il, •. Btll th \ j II<: tll~) m"- rh 1 sic 1 ( e. din ·,ith ir,' Tve n~'~-

,hin" wild 'illd lllHall1l"CI.' lIng. c;diJI rai, is fOl1lTll'lll I th same wa)' the cougar ca 
TI All)" Ill! n~ body' mediulIl rong" md ['4) to ~ :1'- ti p, ~lil1k b~ u n,
 

lithe and gr::rcdul, but al,o ~how~ \hy,ssilli<lIlS ar gnleTall,
 
tbe C\ ., \\ I ,""eloped jnu,cu!ar c; Ithy, !Jm some Ii
 
srreJlgrh, lI''l'ded f,~')[' [hose p lwcr
 

JUfl1P, to th top of curtain rOlls.
 
he hreed's coni, ,rmat iOl1 is mid­


,Ill' of rhe r, ad- t he body r~TL'
 

lUb midway h ~' n the boxy
 

en by hreed suc.h s the 1\:rsj'Hl
 

and rhe it, "welte brl'l:ds ~lI(h a:o.
 

rhe, Si"m ~",' lithe' boJ,\' rHll:,
 

J'lu~ ~r:lC Jnd snellgrlt gi\L' (hi~ \'
 

',reel a rl'~nl ,lpl'''';lrallll' in keep­


ill~ with i diY'inl' ,talUs ill
 

:Incil'nl tim! 'S, The Ah:''s he'ad is"
 
,lightly r0l111UC I wcdge S'haf1e with, nllll ­


{.Ie that,\ l1eilher sharply )oilHcd like' th,'
 
~. Tl' " !lUI llu.I.l~d Ilk [he Am,; 1:1
 

SllOrrhair. The C;U',s arc large, "len ilnd st'l
 

; thOll, h ,i l ' UIJ<'. L,rgc, e'X'pre.. iv '
 

in gold, clipper. f" ell Ill' ha'le!. like' low
 
'ing, !!olde tl:l\' h. lJorll the (,1[\ r.. ,
 
rhl' e)'e,~ L aCl 'ntuated hy :1 ring of d,u'k 
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