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hort on ta iI and long on 

charm, the American 

Bobtail is the eat's meow, 

say Fanciers. And iF you're 

looking For a native American, 

this breed. with its untamed 

appearance and docile 

disposition, has a look 

that's born-in-the-U5A. 

a a I 

Not yer recognized by many of rhe U.S. 
cat associations, [he American Bobtail, 
nevertheless, has heen hobbing around 
rhe couIHry since the 19('0". It's raken 
these cars many years to overcome their 
up-and-down beginnings and End accep­
rance in the heans of Gll-Iovers and asso­
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ciarions. But jusr hold one, say owners of 
tbis shorr-rail breed, and you'll know why 
breeders have remained p,lssiollate about 
this cat through years of adversity. 

Although still rare, rhe breed has been 
accepted for many years in The Inrer­
national Cat Association's New Breed And 
Color ( C) caregoty. In September 
1998, hreeders are hoping the American 
Bobtail will qualify to take the long­
awaited step into the TICA championship 
ring. "If nO( this year. it deti.nitely will be 
next year," says TICA's hreed committee 
chairperson Michelle French of rhe 
Stillriver Cattery in East Douglas, Mass. 

American Bobtails even have POI peel 
up in American Cat bncicI Assoc,iation 
(ACFA) shows as an "exhibition-only" 
brecd (they're nor accepted f()J'registration 
with ACFA). l3ut breeders repon atten­
tion from judges and f1l1ciers is on the 
rise. "We're seeing a real resurgence in 

interest in the American 13obtail," says 

By J. ANNE HELGREN 

Maranda Hull of Red River nobis Cmery 
in Boswell, Okla. 

When you consider the murky depths 
of the Bobtail gene pool, perhaps it's nor 
so surprising rhat rhe breed isn't betrer 
known. Srories abound regarding i . ori­
gins, but the best known account says the 
breed began in the 19605 when a kitten 
named Yodie was allegedly dumped at an 
Arizona mote! by a child from a nearhy 

American Indian reservation. There were 
no other cats around to givC' b.inrs of 
Yodie's lineage, but his brown-tabby 
markings and his shorr rail fueled rumors 
of a bobcar and domestic-car tryst. 

Wbile rllis accounr is quite fascinating. i[ 
very likely is wrong. Domestic cars have 
been known 10 m;]te with cats of other 
specie.~ (cats in love aren't very choosy 
abour their prospective mates); however, 
the firs! and sometimes second generalion 
males of sueb matings are usually srerile. 

And srerile Yodie deti.nitely was nor, as be 
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soon proved at his new Midwestcrn homc. 

Vacationers John and Brenda Sanders of 

Clinton Coul1try. Iowa, were impressed 
WiU1 Yodic's spunk and personality and 
returned home wid1 a f(Jllr-legged souv,·n.u:. 

In due rime. Yodie romanced Mishi. the 
Sanders' fcmale Seal Point Siamese, 'j'he 

two lovccars produccd-surprise!-bobrajl 
kinens. SOl11e had long tails like rheir 
mother. some had shon tails like their 
bther, and all sporred ,'ither blaJ< or tabby 
coats. Recause their mother was Siamese, aU 

of the kinem carried the colorpoinr gene, 
bm none exhibited the parrern because tbe 
recessive gene must com<l from borh par­

ems in order for kirtens to wear the color-
point coaL 

On the othcr h,lnd, the tail-length gem' 
ohviously was dominant because some of 
lhe offspring had shorr tails. Only one copy 
of this gene is necessary lor the trait to be 
exhibited. and only cats e.xhibiring the ttait 

can pass it along to future generations. 
Refore they were alrered. Yodic 

and Mishi produced sevnal lirrers. 
The Sander.~ found homes Jor some 

of rhe kinens. and the others oeel'!­
pi<:d luxurious qU'IlTers in the cou­
ple's bartl. Becaus(:' rhe oHspring 
weren't ahered right away. a neigh­
borhood (OJTl soon came calling on 
Yodie's daugbters. This tom was 

quite a handsome fellow with a 
crearn-poim parreru, white mark­
ings. and whitc boots. The girls fell ,;;L-

head ovcr paws for him, and in just 
65 days. give or takc a day, several of the 

bobtail daughters gave bi rth to bounci ng 
baby bobs. Because both the daught<:rs 
and the cream-poim [Om possessed the 
recessive Siamese parrern, some of the kit­
tens had the Siamese pattern, plus blue 
eyes, white markings and white boots ro 
boor. And some had '{oc/ie's short tail. At 
that point. the Sanders and their friends 
decided these pretry kitties could become 
a bonafide breed. 

In tbe carly 197(Js. Sanders' neighbor 

Mindy Schulrz wrote a provisional sran­
dard for the American Bobtail that called 
for a poillted-pattern car with whirl: mit­
tens, ,1 white hciaf blaze. blue eyes and a 
shorr tail. Schuhz and orher breeders 
began mating rhe Bobrail [0 other domes­
tic calS and breeds. such as Ragdolls. 
Birmans, Himalayans and Siamese. 

Although there's uo proof that rhc Manx 
was used in rhest' pairings. tbe ,lpp<'arance 
of American I30brails with tails of v,uying 
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lengths. and some with no tails at all, indi­

carcs tht: possible presence of a Manx-like 

gcne. Manx tail rypes arc broken into four 
classifications: rumpy, rumpy-riser, stumpy 
and longy. Rumpies arc: cnmpl tdy tailless; 
rumpy-risers have a short knob of a tail; 
swrnpies have a short tail srump that's 
ofren curved or kinked: and longies have 
ralls aJmosr as long as an average cat's. This 
variety ilJ t.lillength exist.~ in rhe American 
Bohwil lines as well. 

Over the next j 0 years, rhe hair of the 
AmericaI} Bobrail grew longer due ro the 

Himalayan, RagdoU and Birman influ­
ence, and rhe breed, which had staned 
our wirh large, healrhy, random-bred 

domestics. grew smaller and less-healthy 
as th(:' cats became incre,\.~ingly 

inbn:d. The difftcuJty of get-
ring a new breed 

. 

The Bobtail's shaggy. double­

coated. semi-long coat has a 

non-matting. all-weather tex­

ture, adding to the wild lcoli of 

the breed.... An accepted short­

hair version of the breed calls 

for medium-short hair with a 

resilient. all--weather texture. 

esrahlished, combined with exacting con­
fonnarion requiremenrs, JTlade hreeders 
lose inrerest in rhe American Bohrail. Ar 

one point. virtually all that remained of 
lhe original breed was rbe name. 

Improve 
In the mid 1980s. a frc.~h group of 

Bobrail breeders and bloodlines revived 
the breed, and rook it in a new di.rccrion. 
Lisa Black and Reaha Evans. twO orga­
nized a d active breeders at thar time, 

srarred the movemenr to re-establi.~h rhe 

breed. Instead of colorpoinl eus with 

bobbed rails, they began to breed cats 
more like the original Yodie. a large. feral'­
looking tabby with a srubby rail. "We arc 
breeding for cars that look as much like 
the bobcar as possible, bur are complerely 
domesric and are as sweer-tempered as 
possible." Black said in a 1993 interview. 
Although not breeding Bobrails roday, 
Black was instrumental in re-establishing 

tbe breed. 
Unlike the original bloodline. the new 

Bobraillines don't come from one foul1­
dar10n cat. The new breeders arc using 
domesric cars who acquired the shon-tail 

gene naruralJy, says french. Although 
some breeders claim rheir cars were 

products of matings between 
domesric cats and bobcats, or bobcats 
and Manx cats, the American Bohtail, 
according to TICAs srandard, isn't a 
hybrid breed: "The ideal American 
Bobtail is a narurally occurring short­
railed cat. Being a producr of natural 
selection, it i.~ a heany breed, wirh all 

rhe intclhgenct' and skill that namre 
demands of her creJlLlres." 

According to many breeders, 
roday's American Bobrail is a domes­

tic car breed tbat arme in tb<: domes­
tic gene pool. and dl<: disrinctive rail 
is the product of a spontaneous 
l11urarion. "That's basically what our 
breeding program is." says French, "It 
states righr in our breeding forum 

rhat no individual breeds and other 

species are ro be 'Illowed. No Bengal 
blood. No bobear blood. 1\0 Persian, no 
Manx-no norhing!" 

"Mixing Manx into the bloodli.ne is rh 
biggest mistake you could make," says 
ACFA breed chairperson Lynn Benson of 
[Ibee Catrery in Fulrol), III. "We're rr~'ing 

to eliminate rhe no-tail gene, so why 

would yOll want to tllrn arotl]ld and pur 
Manx into the breeding line?" 

Tail mutations in domestic cats are wdl­
docuJ11<:nred and occur quire often, which 
gives creJibility to the American Bobtail's 
spolltaneous origin. for example, rhe 
Manx and Cymric l11'1naged to lose their 
rails wirhom any help £l'om any orher 
specie.~. Ir seems probable that the shorr, 
bobcar-like mil occurred as a spontaneollS 
murarion, bur no one knows for sure. "I 
know of no docllmemed proof of breed­
ings between bobcat.~ and dnmesric: cats," 
Black says. "TICA has listcd US a, a natllr­
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,ll breed, nor a hyhrid. [Thc Amcrican 

Bohrail] could have a MJllx.rypc gene, \V\: 

do gel the very shorr rails and full lail., 

horn in some lillers on oCl'asion.·' 

What does scem de:u is lhat sl:\'l"I",ll 

hloodlines havc hcell devcJoped from v;lri­

ons cars, ,wd lbar a greal de:ll llt-pends 

upon gcogr:tphic region and lhe hn.:eclcr·s 

pra tices. From o Ill: poinr of view, this i, 
good r(u lhe hreed's rururc-ir's not like'ly 

to run inco thc problems wilh inhreeding 

lhal almml rnincd rIll' previous hloodlinc'. 

On I he orhn hal1l\' lhe different blood, 

lines will mal«: it I11me difficult (JI' hreed­

en w a.chievc ;1 cOllSisrcnr hody rype and 

l mj'eral11cnr. 

~What wc need is a way W lUlif)' all om 

thoughls and anioJlS so ,ve call get higg I' 

and srrDng<.::r." French hclicvo. "We neesl 

m work logcther ro achicvc TIC:A cham­

f)ionship," ()ne of I he lasks or rhe hrce'd 

commiltee wil'l he to con[:Il"( all American 

Boblail hreeder,s and dOCUl1lClH the rail 

lcngLlls of all I\ohlails al1d rheir lilrcrs {(1[' 

T! ~ 's generics cOIllJ1lirrce and ho,ud or 
direcrors. so lhc bloodlines nlld lail rvl''"s 

can he properly t rack",l. 

The AmeriCln Bobr3il's hrc'cd sran,hrd 

calls it)]' a large, In'lwny cal wirh a ~uh­ lcXlure. 

~tantial b011e SlI'lICllrre ,md a hc,wily buill. 

n uscular body, The GIL'S head h'b a dis­

linCtive "hul1li Ill;;" look due ro ,he he,lYv 

hrow: hroad. nlOJifieJ-wedge sh;lpe: :lnJ 

rhe deep,ser, oval eyes, Thc cars arc wide 

,j( rhe baSt:, akn ami deCOr:lled wirh mfrs 

on rhe rips, Ihl' hind kgs are slightly e,us. 

longer lh'ln the fronl less, alld rhc large, 

round fet:[ arc an:enlcd wilh toe lliftS, 

These caLs are slow to maturc, re,lehing 

rheir prime wc:ight and dcvelopmelH 

sOlllewhere hel weCll 2 '1I1d 3 ye;H~ or age, 

"\Y1e \Valli :l wild 'look but srilla sweet
 

aLC, 'llld deflnilcly a s"...eel p,'rsollaliry'-'
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ur; /Drl m~u i iIl1p,lir~1 al pen iZC' I ] 
rh, show rillg, ,011 '~:J.l l llallv doc' 

(shof[e: c:d {) make jr 1~lsi<'t lLl fil1d hOIllt.' 

ttH' d Cc,lIS. 
'\IIILTiC:1J1 Bobtail, wlm no rJil ICliled 

rumpl s) : T I' 'lel: I lJl1le be: aUSl: .If loh 

he'llth pr"bl" l~ til31 can occur (Iuc '0 lLc 
fL1rllOl"IenH pillS', COllge1lil" abnor­

11101 1l1"ie.). sllch as spina bi,fida (J'bnornuJ 

cJOSUl"t' "ri:h ilUJ l..olllll1n) ;[11<1 dd"·{.L~ 

or til<' Ul!rHl. 0. ',:trr in :,\Ol11e lincs tlur pro 

duce r;lillcss c<Irs, c..:,m jdl 110 Lli jJld 

car. Ihat prod~lu: .. n i!r('ns wit spin" 

bi,fid. ,111." "pene ol.l[~ (soIJ as PC'Il> \.virh 

spay or neu~r;l r Lllklll.) or .11' '.lIen 

a.\\':1\', .' 13ccall~e ell' l[,~. rohktll. 111"<:,<::d-

d'S arc now vcr.'" ·(Jrt:flll.~ HullcxpLtills, 

"\'<!L- Oll(cross lO d IllC~tiC C r\ LO keep lhe 

IIllIllUI1<: svsn.J1 S(l'OI '. 

i\Jrhough lIt: Illt~d1 " "rill dl"Y'i"I)lllg 

amllll:.II' I,ll{(' l,m' W .I."'r Ie down I":a con­

sislc'Jflf [J:lrl~rn )fbch.lvi r. 130hLJill (lulcr, 

S;l\' l hesc ~,I .If ill (dl igL"ll rI r l"yi \\1 alld 

c'lL"rgeric. with 'I large Jnsc ,i ath:l,:rloll r()I' 

lheir IIlUllal . 'J lu~y'rc II r shy ,lhOlJ[ m'll.:, 

ing ,heir k'e1ill\' klmwn, hur aren'r ,1 vo I 

:\> (he mol' - ',Iklliv 'iamcse. I ii.h]: ilH I 
ligclll due to Mo[her N.ilW'C's nawlal 

Sel~ditlll pn,c '" !3, I '~ILls e'IsII:' k;llfI'l Itl 

f~IL'h, walk lin Ile,lsh .,i LIp 'lnJ <;J-Jllh: 

paw,. "'I'I ell' rcr,,,,n:lli " is \'c:rv dt>, Ii '~;' 

SJys l·rcllch. rbcv w;~ t1l~jr "1i1 .. ;11lc! 

thcy're' very te.J..;!lahle.ls Ir 'l~ (ricks gn" 

CC[[jll" kilt II' [1crh-Jlm tricks 011 COI11­

m'lIlt! is .I!H)lh r tllillg. L 'en the peorle­

miel1(ed BO!I il i nnl 'lho c mning .r 
d 'Cll wh~1I so incline l. '" 
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