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breed proﬁle American Bobtail
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What

Short on tail and long on
charm, the American
Bobtail is the cat's meow,
say fanciers. And if you're
looking for a native American,
this breed, with its untamed
appearance and docile
disposition, has a look

that's born-in-the-USA.

Bobtail Beginnings

Not yet recognized by many of the U.S.

cat associations, the American Bobrail,
nevertheless, has been hobbing around
rthe country since the 1960s. It’s raken
these cats many years to overcome their
up-and-down beginnings and find accep-
tance in the hearts of cat-lovers and asso-
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ciations. But just hold one, say owners of
this short-tail breed, and you'll know why
breeders have remained passionate about
this cat through years of adversicy.
Although stll rare, the breed has been
accepred for many years in ‘['he Inter-
national Cat Association’s New Breed And
Color (NBC) category. In September
1998, breeders are hoping the American
Bobrtail will qualify o take the long-
awaited step into the TICA championship
ring. “If not chis year, it definitely will be
next year,” says 11CA’s hreed commirtee
chairperson Michelle French of the
Stllriver Catrery in East Douglas, Mass.
American Bobtails even have popped
up in American Car Fancier Association
(ACFA) shows as an “exhibition-only™
breed (they're not accepred for registration
with ACFA). But breeders report atten-
tion from judges and fanciers is on the
rise. “We're sceing a real resurgence in

interest in the American Bobrail,” says
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Maranda Hull of Red River Bobis Cartery
in Boswell, Okla.

When you consider the murky depchs
of the Bobrail gene pool, perhaps it’s not
so surprising thac the breed isn't becter
known. Stories abound regarding its ori-
gins, but the best known account says the
breed began in the 1960s when a kitten
named Yodie was allegedly dumped at an
Arizona mortel by a child from a nearhy
American Indian reservation. There were
no other cats around to give hints of
Yodie's lineage, but his brown-tabby
markings and his short tail fueled rumors
af a bobcar and domestic-car tryst.

While this account is quite fascinating, it
very likely is wrong. Domestic cars h'lve
been known to mate with cars of other
species (cars in love aren't very choosy
about their prospective mates); however,
the first and sometimes second generation
males of such matings are usually sterile.
And sterile Yodie definitely was not, as he
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soon proved at his new Midwestern home.
Vacationers John and Brenda Sanders of
Clinton Country, lowa, were impressed
with Yodic's spunk and personality and
returned home with a four-legged souvenir.

In due rime, Yodie romanced Mishi, the
Sanders’ female Seal Point Siamese. The
two lovecats produced—surprise—bobrail
kirtens. Some had long rails like their
mother, some had short tails like their
facher, and all sported ¢ither black or tabby
coats. Because their mother was Siamese, all
of the kirtens carried the colorpoint gene,
but none exhibited the partern because the
recessive gene must come from both par-
ents in order for kircens to wear the color-
point coat.

On the other hand, the til-length genc
obviously was dominant because some of
the offspring had short tails. Only one copy
of this gene is necessary for the trait to be
exhibited, and only cats exhibiting the trait
can pass it along to future generartions.

Before they were altered. Yodic
and Mishi produced several lirters.
The Sanders found homes for some
of che kicrens, and the others occu-
pied luxurious quarters in the cou-
ple’s barn. Because the offspring
weren't altered right away, a neigh-
borhood tom soon came calling on
Yodie's daugbters. This tom was
quite a handsome fellow with a
cream-point pattern, white mark-
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ings, and white boots. The girls fell

lengths, and some with no tails at all, indi-
cates the possible presence of a Manx-like
gene. Manx tail types are broken into four
classifications: rumpy, rumpy-riser, scumpy
and longy. Rumpies are completely tailless;
rumpy-risers have a short knob of a rail;
stumpies have a short tail stump chat’s
often curved or kinked: and longies have
tails almost as long as an average cac’s. This
variety in tail length exists in the American
Bobrail lines as well.

Over the next 10 years, the hair of the
American Bobtail grew longer due to the
Himalayan, Ragdoll and Birman influ-
ence, and the breed, which had starred
out with large, healthy, random-bred
domestics, grew smaller and less-healthy
as the cats became increasingly
inbred. The difficulty of get-
ting a new breed

started the movement to re-establish the
breed. Instead of colorpoint cars with
bobbed rails, they began to breed cats
more like the original Yodie, a large, feral-
looking tabby with a stubby til. “We are
breeding for cats that look as much like
the bobeat as possible, but are complerely
domesrtic and are as sweet-tempered as
possible,” Black said in a 1993 interview.
Although nort breeding Bobuails today,
Black was instrumental in re-establishing
the breed.

Unlike the original bloodline, the new
Bobrail lines dont come from one foun-
dation cat. The new breeders are using
domestic cats who acquired the short-rail
gene naturally, says French. Although

some breeders claim their cats were
. products of matings between
domestic cats and bobcats, or bobcats
and Manx cars, the American Bohrtail,
according to TICA's standard, isn't a
hybrid breed: “The ideal American
Bobrail is a naturally occurring short-
tailed cat. Being a product of natural
selection, it is a hearty breed, with all
the intelligence and skill that nacure
demands of her creatures.”

According to many breeders,
today’s American Bobrail is a domes-
tic cat breed char arose in the domes-

tic gene pool, and the distinctive cail
is the product of a spontaneous
murarion. “Thac’s basically whar our

breeding program is,” says French. “It

head over paws for him, and in just

65 days. give or take a day, several of the
bobrail daughters gave birth to bouncing
baby bobs. Because both the daughters
and the cream-point tom possessed the
recessive Siamese pattern, some of the kit-
tens had the Siamese pactern, plus blue
eyes, white markings and white boots ro
boor. And some had Yodie's shor rail. At
that point, the Sanders and their friends
decided these pretey kicties could become
a bonafide breed.

In the early 1970s, Sanders” neighbor
Mindy Schultz wrote a provisional stan-
dard for the American Bobuail thar called
for a pointed-pattern car with white mit-
tens, a whire facial blaze, blue eyes and a
shore cail. Schuliz and other breeders
began mating the Bobrail to other domes-
tic cats and breeds, such as Ragdolls,
Birmans, Himalayans and Siamese.

Although there’s no proof that the Manx
was used in these pairings, the appearance
of American Bobruails with tails of varying
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The Bobtail’s shaggy, double-
coated, semi-long coat has a
non-matting, all-weather tex-
ture, adding to the wild look of
the breed.... An accepted short-
hair version of the breed calls
for medium-short hair with a
resilient, all-weather texture.

established, combined with exacting con-
formation requirements, made breeders
lose interest in the American Bobrail. Ar
one point, virtually all that remained of
the original breed was the name.

New & Improved

In the mid 1980s, a fresh group of
Bobrail breeders and bloodlines revived
the breed, and rook it in a new direction.
Lisa Black and Reaha Evans, two orga-
nized and acrive breeders at thar cime,

states right in our breeding forum
that no individual breeds and other
species are to be allowed. No Bengal
blood. No bobcar blood. No Persian, no
Manx—no nothing!”

“Mixing Manx intw the bloodline is the
biggest mistake you could make,” says
ACEFA breed chairperson Lynn Benson of
Elbee Cartery in Fulton, Il *We're trying
to eliminate the no-tail gene, so why
would you want to turn around and put
Manx into the breeding line?”

Tail murations in domestic cats are well-
documented and occur quite often, which
gives credibility to the American Bobrail's
spontaneous origin. For example, the
Manx and Cymric managed to lose their
tails without any help from any other
species. It seems probable that the shore,
bobcar-like tail occurred as a spontancous
mutation, but no one knows for sure. “I
know of no documented proof of breed-
ings berween bobcats and domesric cars,”
Black says. “TICA has listed us as a nacur-
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breed pofl

al breed, not a hybrid. [The American
Bobrtail] could have a Manx-type gene: we
do get the very short tils and full rails
born in some litters on occasion.”

What does seem clear is thar several
bloodlines have been developed from vari-
ous cats, and thac a great deal depends
upon geographic region and the breeder’s
practices. From one point of view, this is

good for the breed’s future—it’s not likely

to run into the problems with inbreeding
that almost ruined rhe previous bloodline.
On the other hand, the different blood-
lines will make ir more difficult for breed-
ers to achieve a consistent body type and
[U[]l})crllll\(f]1[.

“What we need is a way to unify all our
thoughts and actions so we can get bigger
and stronger.” French believes. “We need
to work together ro achieve TICA cham-
pionship.” One of the tasks of the breed
committee will be to conract all American
Bobrail breeders and document the tail
lengths of all Bobrails and their litters for
TICA’s genetics commitree and board of
direcrors, so the bloodlines and il rypes
can be properly tracked.

Wild But Mild

The Amenican Bobrail's breed standard
calls for a large, brawny cat with a sub-
stantial bone structure and a heavily built,
muscular body. The cat’s head has a dis-
tinctive “hunting” look due to the heavy
brow: broad, modified-wedge shape: and
the deep-set, oval eves. The cars are wide
at the base, alert and decorated with rufrs
on rthe tips. The hind legs are slightly
longer than the front legs, and rhe large,
round feet are accented with toe tufts.
These cats are slow to mature, reaching
their prime weight and development
somewhere between 2 and 3 years of age.

“We want a wild look but still a sweet
face. and definitely a sweet personality,”
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says Hull. "One of the reasons that some

of us wanted o work with this breed was

to create something that lovks wild, and
has the kind of personality people enjos.”
Hull notes that in some pares of the coun

try wild bobear lirtens are sold as pets to

unsuspecting car lovers, When the hab-

cats grow up, the majortty of them end
B
up being cuthanized or placed in wildlife

preserves because they cannor be domesri

cated. "The majonoy of those babcats
don't reach a year old," she says,
] S e . 4
This way we can educate people and
at the same time provide good com-
panions.”
The Bobail's shas

ed, semi-long coar has a non-marting,

. double-coat

all-weather texture, adding to the
wild look of the breed. The coat may

be decorared with a neck ruff and
longer hair on the legs, belly and
tail. An accepred shorthair version
of the breed calls tor medium-short
hair with a resilient, all-weathe
texeure.

All colors and patterns are accept-
ed, including colorpoint which sull
appears in same lines. Breeders are
currendy working with two new colors
called Alaskan Snow Bobs and Blue Lynx,
which feature longer lynx tipping on the
cars.

The Bobrail's mosr celebrated feanure—
its abbreviared tail—is carried erect and
varies in length. Ideally, the tail is shors,
reaching halbway 1o the hock in repose.
Siraight wils are preferred, but the mil nay
curve, have bumps or be »'11i;|'-||'. knotred,

However, tails thar are so knocted thar nae

ural movement is impaired are penalized in
the show ring. Full tails are usually docked
{shortened) o mulke ir casier to find homes
far rhe cats.

American Bobrails with no mils (called
rumpies) aren't acceptable because of the
health problems thar can occur due ro the
foreshortened spine. Congenital abnor-
malities, such as spina bifida {abnornual
closure of the spinal column) and defects
ol the colon, occur in some lines that pro
duce railless cars. Cars with no ils and
cars that produce any kittens with spina
bifida are “petted out” (sold as pers with
Spay or neuter agrecinents) or are given
away. "Because of these problems. breed-
ers are now very careful,” Hull explains.
“We autcross tr domestic cars 1o keep the
immune systent scrong,”

Although the breed is seill developing
and may rake ume w sertde down o a con
sistent pattern of behaviar, Bobuil hreeders
say these cats are intelligent, playful and
encrgetic, with i large dose of affection for
their humane. Thev're not shy abour mak-
ing their {eelings known. bur aren't as vocal
as the more-talkative Stamese. Highly incel
ligent due to Mother Nature’s natutal
selection process, Babiails easily learn ro
fetch, walk an a leash. sit up and shake
paws. “Their personality is very dog-like,”
says French. " They wag their tails, and
they're very teachable as far as tricks go.”

Getting kicty 1o perform tricks on com-
mand is another thing. Even the people-

oriented Bobiail is nor above turning a ﬂ

deal ear when so inclined.
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