OCTOBER 1999

MY

CAT FAN

Beat the
Litter Box
- Blues!

Q(Best Product
Choices for You

\Q(Put a Stop to
Bad Behavior

@(Litter Chores
Made Easy

Cure Your Cat's
Food Allergies

Anesthesia: N
Safer Than Ever __* Magical,
[T S T M o Mystical,

|
JAN 02 }
dCK Lats
49720-9294

7189611004113 mnn | i

BB XBHBK H %% 5 % % 3 %




Black

Both maligned and

adored, the black
cat’s popularity

'tands the test of

time.

By Carolyn Osier

hroughout most of their
association with man, cats
— hlack, white, tabby or
tortoiseshell — have been
valued for their service.
Though there are no written records, it is
assumed as man began to engage in agri-
culture, stores of grain attracted rodents,
which became prey for the cat.

In ancient Egyptian times, the value of

<2
a cat that could catch rats was codified
and strictly enforced. If accidentally or
unintentionally killed, a praeticing feline
ratter was worth a mound of grain as tall
as the cat held up hy its tail. Kittens were
often promised to owners as soon as they
were born and when a cat died, family
members shaved their eyebrows in
mourning, Affluent cat owners formally
mummified and buried their compan-
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ions. Among povu*qful Egyptian deities
was Bastet, a cat-headed goddess who
represented the sun’s life-giving warmth.

Despite laws forbidding export of these
exceptional guardians of the granaries,
enterprising traders smuggled domestic
cats into other Mediterranean countries.
As the Roman Empire conquered Egypt
and other kingdoms, advancing armies
brought the indispensahle cat. Soon even
the isolated and hackward British Isles
valued the ratting cat as equal to a foal, a
calf or a pig.

No distinction was made regarding
color, although most cats depicted in
early art were tabhies, probably hecause
the tabby pattern inherited from the cat’s
wild ancestors is dominant over all other
color and patterns. At some point in
feline evolution, a mutation occurred

allowing the cat to hide its tabby pattern,
giving us the first solid-colored cats. Man
began to record the existence ol black,
white and even gray-hlue varieties.

The Roman Empire eventually suc-
cumbed to internal divisions, leaving in
its wake a powerful new entity, the
Christan church. The cat often fell vic-
tim to the church’s passion to stamp out
pagan religions. Idolatrous worship was
condemned.

The church believed certain individu-
als, usually women, were servants of the
devil who often appeared in the form of a
black cat. Witches were suspected of
assuming the [eline form to escape detec-
tion or perform gruesome acts. During
the Middle Ages (600-1300 A.D.), witch
hunts were common and black cats were
often tortured and burned.
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Because all cats carry
a tabby pattern in
their genes, it is
sometimes possible
to see faint tabby
markings when a
black car is in full
sunlight.
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The
Bombay
comes in

patent
leather black
with copper
penny eyes.
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Many owners of black cats
mention the hypnotic power
of their eyes.

Both purebreds and
domestics come in
long-haired and
short-haired versions
of basic black.




From this period of history. we get our
association ol the black cat with
Halloween and bad luck.

Not all beliets were negative. There is
an early story from England describing
a black cat with good luck powers

Dick Whittington, a Londoner who
lived in the late 1+4th century, was an
orphan who worked odd jobs for an ill-
tempered merchant rrader. His only
possession, purchased for a penny, was
a black cal. At some point the cat went
oft on a merchant vessel that returned
with a fortune, allowing Whittington to
marry the merchant's daughter, go into
business {or himself and become mayor
of London.

While there are various interpreta-
tions of the fortune’s source, seafarers
were commonly advised to rake a cat
aboard ship to control the rat popula-
tion. One version of the story has the
ship docking in the Spice Islands where
the king's palace was overrun with rats.
The king offered a handsome price for
the cat and that became Whittington’s
lortune. Whatever the truth, the moral
is clear: Black cats can bring fortune
and good luck.

The English were not alone in such
beliefs. The French told the tale of a
“matagot,” a black cat that auracts riches
into the house where it lives. In Brittany
the “chat d'argent™ was reputedly able to
serve nine masters and make them all
rich. Also originating in Brittany is the
belief that if vou discover a single perfect
while hair on a black cat and can pluck it
without being scratched. it is the most
powerful ralisman in the world. Beware,
however. for it will bring you either
wealth or love hut not both.

This rich history colors our attitude
toward black cats. They are still abun-
dant in our (lumeSlic cal populallon,
Jennifer Palombi, president of the
Nevada Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty o Animals in Las Vegas, points
out her shelter, like most others, does
not adopt out black (or white! cats or
kittens during October, Unforwunately, a
darker side to Hallowcen activities
involves mock satanic or witcheraft ritu-
als. All cat owners are urged to keep
their animals indoors during this scason.

Palombi is generally positive abour the
black cats that come through her care
despite her concern for them this time of
vear. She says black kittens often seem o

The Bombay

Of oll breeds, enly the Bombay comes only in black. It is the creation of successful Burmese,
Persian and American Sharthair breeder Nikki Horner, of Lovisville, Ky., who was determined to
create o “mini-ponther” in her Shownee Cotfery. She experimented with crosses between black
domestic sharthairs far calor and sable Burmese to give the muscular panther effect, but gove up
afier o half dozen breedings produced nothing worthy of the name Bambey. Uniike the black leap-

ard of Indio, her experimental kittens hod dull, woolly coats.

Eight years later, in 1966, she tried again, this time using pedigreed American Sharthairs and
Burmese. Coreful selection produced the desired traits of musculor bedy, shart glistening coat and
copper eyes. The breed was recognized far registration by the Cat Fonciers’ Assaciation in 1970 ond

tor championship competitian in 1976.

The Bombay {see photo at left) has characteristics in comman with its Burmese parent breed.
The body is heavily muscled and the foce is sweet and rounded with large, expressive eyes. The
American Shorthair contributed not only calor, but health ond an easygoing opproach to life.
Bombays are heod bumpers and nose rubbers, jumping instontly into any offered lap.

Suzanne Zwecker and her husband Herb breed outstanding Bomboys ot the Road 1a Fame cottery
in Farmingion, N.Y. They feel sure these cofs love people more thon any other breed. She warns they
need lots of love and demond extra special treatment if they hove been olone for any tength of fime.
A gaod solutian, she soys, is to make sure the cat has another cat or dog for a companion.

These Oriental Shorthairs look like
polished ebony in their sleek coats.
be hardier and survive beitter than kittens
of other colors. She says they tend 1o
have mellow, laid-back temperaments,
making them particularly desirable as
familv pets.

Like most shelter workers, Palombi and
her daughter foster many animals in their
own home.

Black cats’ eves, copper, gold or
green, they remind one ol a panther.
Mary Hughes Bruesch of Rogers, Ariz.,
fell victim to the hypnotic effect of
black cats and began to raise hlack
American Shorthairs under the catiery
name Timari.

Four years ago she found the ultimate
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“little panther,” a relatively new breed
called the Bombay. In addition o a glis-
tening black coat. these small, muscular
cals possess large, round eves the color
of a copper penny. The combination is
irresistible, she says. They are a “super
intelligent family cat that is a perfect lap
cat, always sweet, loving and constantly
purring.” Hughes says.

If you are a pedigreed cat lover who
wants a touch of midnight and a hint of
the jungle, many choices exist.

Out ol more than 45 recognized cat
breeds. approximately half come in
black. The elegantly coifed black Persian
has a draping coat and expressive copper
eves, The lean. muscular QOriental
Shorthair has a coat of polished ebony,
accented by mysterious green eyes. I
vou are less inclined to extremes, try
British and American Shorthairs, Maine
Coons and Turkish Angoras, among oth-
ers. Even the newest kids on the block,
[rom Munchkins to LaPerms, come in
hasic hlack

Like Dick Whittington, it is easy to
open vour life to the treasures a black
beauty, pedigreed or domestic, can bring
into your heart. @

Carolyn Osier, a Cat Fanciers' Association all-
heen breeding cats under the
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