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Mystical, 
Black Cats 



80th maligned and 
adored, the black 

cat's popularity 
tands the test of 

time. 

lackl-<
 
By Carolyn Osier 

hroughon:t most of their 
association with man, cats 
~ hlack, white, tabby or 
tortoiseshell - have been 
valued for their service. 

Though there are no wrillen records, it is 

assumed as man bega.n 1O engage in agli­
culture, stores of grain attracted rodents, 
which became prey for the cat. 

In anCien! Egyptian limes, the value of 
a cat that could catch rats was codified 
and strictly enforced. H accidemaHy or 
unintentionally killed, a practicing feline 
ratter was worth a mound of grain as taU 
as the cat held up hy its tail. Kine.ns were 
often promised to owners as soon as they 
were born and when a cat died, family 
members shaved their eyebrows in 
mourning. Alnuenl cat o\\.'ners formally 
mummified and buried their compan­

ions. Among po ful Egyptian deities 
was Bastet, a cat- headed goddess who 
represented the sun's life-giving warmth. 

Despite laws fotbidding export or these 
exceptional guardians of the, granaries, 
emerprising traders smuggled Jomestic 
caU, illlo other Mediterranean countries. 
As the Roman Empire conquered Egypt 
and other kingdoms, advanCing armies 
brought the indispensable cat. Soon even 
the isolated and hackwanl Brirish Isles 
valued the Falling cat as equal to a foal, a 
caU or a pig. 

No distinctioll was made regarding 
color, although most catS de.picted in 
early art were tabbies, probably bec.ause 
,the tahby paHern inherited from the cat's 
wild ancestors is dominant ovu all other 
color and paueros. At some point in 
feline evolution, a mutation occurred 

aUo\'ling the cat to hide its tabby pallern, 
giving us the first solid-colored cats. Man 
began to record the existem:e of black, 
white and even gray-hlue varieties. 

The Roman Empire eventually suc­
cumbed to internal divisions, leaving in 
its wake a powerful new entity, the 
Christian church. The cat often fell vic­
tim to the church's pa.<;sion to stamp out 
pagan religions. Idola trollS worship was 
condemned. 

The church believed certain individu­
als, usually women, were servants of the 
devil who often appeared in the form of a 
black cat. Witches were suspected of 
assuming the feline form to escape detec­
lion or perform gruesome acts. During 
the Middle Ages (600-1300 A.D.), witch 
hunts were common and black ca'ts were 
often. tortured and burned. 
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Because all cats carry 
a tabby pattern in 
their genes, it lS 
somelimes pq~sible 

to see faint tabby 
Il'larkings when a 

lack cat: is in full 
Ilonlight. 



The 
Bombay 

comes in 
patent 

leather black 
w-ith copper 
penny eyes. 

Many owners of b[ack =ts 
mention the hypnotic power 

of their eyes. 

Both purebreds and 
dOInestics come in 
long-haired and 
shon-haired versions 
of basic black. 



from this period of hi%tOI}, we gel our 

i:lssQ\:ialiun uf the bl~ck C<1t with 

Halloween aud bad luck. 

ot all beliefs were negal iyc. There is 

,ill l'<HI)' SLOry from England de-scrihing 

a hlack cat with good luck powcrs 

D1ck \'Vhlliington. a Londoncr who 

livnl in the laLl' I-fth CelHUr)·. was an 

orphan who wqrked odd jobs for an i:l1­
tempered merchant rrader. His on I) 

possl'ssion, purchased for a penny, was 

a black cal. i\t sOUle point th.: cat \\'l'nL 

of! on a merchant vessel thal returned 

wilb a fortune, allOWing Whirtington to 

rnany the merchanl's daughttT. go il1lo 

business for himself and become mayor 

of London. 

'0/hile there .He various i,nterpreta­

lions or Ihe I'OTlUl1t'S source, seafan:rs 

were commonly ad"ised to rake a cat 

aboard ship lel CCllllro! the rat popula­
lion. One \'Crsion or the slory has the 

ship clocking in thl' SpiC(~ Islands wherc 

lh~ king's palace was overrun with rats. 

The king offered a handsome price for 
lhe cat ,tnd Ihal lx:caltlC vVhiaington's 

fortune. \'Vhatever the truth. the moral 
is dear: Black cal~ can br.i.ng [l1rtune 

and good luck. 

The English were nor alone in such 

beliefs. The French wld the wle of a 
"malaga!." a hlack cat that attraCts rtches 

into the house where il lives. In Briltan)' 

the "ehat d'argcllt' was repmedl)' able to 
serve nine m,lsters and make them all 

rich, Also Qriginating in Brittan}' is the 

belief lhal if vou discover a single perfect 

white hair LlTI a black cat and can pluck it 

without being scratched. it is the most 

j)owerftll mlismall in the world. Btware, 

however. for it will bring rou ejlher 

weahh or love hUl not hoth. 

This ric.h history colors our attitude 

LOwarcl black cats. They are stiU abun­

danl in OUt domeslic U'l( population, 

Jennifer P,1Iomhi, presidel1l of the 

'cvada Society for the Prc\'cntiol1 of 

Cruelt\' lo .\nimals in Las Vegas, poinLs 

mH her shelter., like most O! hers. does 

not "clopl out black (or white) cals or 
kittens during October, Un[ortunately. a 
darker side to Halloween aCl1\'llies 

involves moek satanic or \Yitc.hcrah ritu­

als. i\ 11 cat owners arc urged to keep 

(heil: anImals indoors durirlg tbis ~ea$on. 

Palombi is generai'ly positive ahour the 
hlack cab that come through her care 

despite her concern for them (his Lime of 

year. She says blac.k ki tI e.ns olle.n s('elll to 

The ,Boft'lbay 
01 all breeds, only the Bombay c.t)mes only in block. It is the creation of successlul Burmese, 

Persian and American Shorlhair breeder Nikki ~orner, 01 Louisville, Ky., who was de1ermined to 
create a "mini-ponlher" in her Shawnee Cattery, She experimented wHh crosses between bloc'k 
domestic shorthairs lor color and soble Burmese to give the muscular panther ellect, bU1 gave up 
aher a hall dozen breedings produced nothing worthy 01 the name Bamboy. Unlike the black leop­
ard 01 IndiO, her experimental kil1ens hod dull, woolly coats 

Eight years later, in 1966, she tried a90in, this time using pedigreed American Shorthairs and 
Burmese, Corelul selection produced the desired trails 01 muscular bQdy, short glistening coat and 
copper eyes. The breed was recognized for regislration by the (at Fanciers' Association in 1970 and 
lor championship competition in 1'976. 

The Bombay (see photo at left} has characteristics in common with its Burmese parent breed. 
The body is heavily muscled and Ihe lace is sweet cmd rounded wilh lorge, expressive eyes, The 
American Shorthair contributed not only calor, but health ond an easygoing approach to life, 
Bombays are head bumpers and, nose Iubbers,jumping instantly into any ollered lap. 

Suzanne Zwecker and her husband Herb breed outstanding Bomboys of the Rood 10 Fame cattery 
in Forminglon, N.Y. They leel sure Ihese cols love people more than any olher breed, She warns they 
need lois 01 love and demand exira special treatment il they hove been alone for any length of time, 
Agood solulian, she soys, is 10 make su~e the cal has anolher color dog lor a companion, 

- Caralyn Osier 

"little panther." a relatively nt'w breed 
called IlK 1.~(\lt1ba)·, In addition to a glis­

lening hlack coat. thes!! ~mall, muscubr 

cats posses~ large-. l"(1und eyes the color 
of a copper p~nn). The C'ornbil1<.1liol1 is 

irr.:sistiblc, she S'1\'S. They arc a "super 
i.l1ldligclll family cat >that is a pnfcCl 'lap 

caL, always sweet.. I.oving and conslanlly 
purnng." Hughes says. 

If YOU ,ITt: a pedigreed cat 'lonr who 
wants a lonch or mid111ght and H hint of 
lhe jungle, mam' choiees exisr. 

Out of n10r'l' than -+5 Jt:cL1gnized C,H 

~ breeds. appwxim,llel>" half come in 

'" hlack The e.leganIly coife.d black Persian 
These OrientaJ Shonllairs 'look Uke has a draping C\.l<1t and expressive copper 
pol,ished ebony in their sleek coalS. eyes, The le.an, muscular Oriental 

be hardier and 5uni\'C' bellrf lhaj) killCI1S _.horLhair has a coat of polished ebony. 

of other colors. She says they rend lC' accented by lll\StCtlL1US grecn l'ycs. If 
haw' mellow, bid-baCk !cmperam.e.nts. \'l)l.l iHe le...<;s inclined to C'\llTllll'S, try 
making thenl panicularl~ desirable as Brillsh and American Shonhairs, lI:laine 

family pelS. Coons and Turkish Angoras" among OIll' 

e most shelter workers. Palombi and ers, E\'I'~n the newest kids OIl the block, 
her daughler fosler many aninmls in Iheir from ~Iunehkills III Lal'nms, conH> in 
Q\.vn home. ir bl;~lk, 

Black (;<lIs' n'es, copper. gold or Ukp Dick Whittington. j,t is easy to 

green, cher renllnd one uf a panlher. ,)pen rour life Il1 Lhe lH'<1SnreS a black 

IIbr}' Hughe.s Brm:sc:h or Rogers. /\rl:. beamy, pClltgn:.:ccl or domesl.1c cau bring 

feU \\icltlll to the hrrnotie effect 01 il1l;o \'OUl' he.a1"l • 
hlack ,al'; and began tLl r,usC' b];\ck 

American Short hairs under Ihe Callery Carol.Vll Osicr. It C,ll FIJrlCttu' A5.Sc!( i(ltlUll (11/­

namt Tillla]'i . brn-d jrrdgr 1I(l.( hetn breeding e(l/ S IUHler dIe 

our )'l'ars ago she found the ldllmat l,'"jJ-a-g!lCtl cl1lia.. nlTlllf' ,rrliT i \.Jill. 
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