


By E. VON ULLMANN, F.Z.S . 

.. rI"'HE best and most defin­
itely coloured A.O.C. cat 
I ever saw was Mrs. 

Davies' Sin Li, a deep seJf­
coloured chocolate brown cat. 
He was supposed to be one of 
three Swiss ~10llntajn Cats im­
ported to this country, and he 
was a most handsome and inter­
esting animal. t'nfortunately he 
died young, leaving no progeny.» 

(FI'(/Ilres Simpson, 
" The Book of lhe Cal," p. :!J4) 

.. Colow'breeding is a most 
fascinating pursuit; IJut, unfor­
tunatel)', the average cat fancie, 
lacks the patience to follow it out 
to a satisfactory conclusion. There 
is no rloubt that by judicious 
crossbreedi ng new colours could 
be produced and I think that they 
will be produced in time. I have 

seen a chocolate brown cat and a 
yellow c<u with black stripes, and 
no doubt they will appear again." 

(Ibid., p. 344). 

TfH"S(" lwf'l passages \\'Crt> wrillen 

nearly 60 years ago. The (at desCl'ibed 
in the nrst quotation has presumably the 
honour of being the RI~t Havana to be 
mentioned by name in the cat literature. 

It is, howev...· surprisinc; that sell'· 
brOl'm calS have not been taken up by 

cat raneiers long ago, like th('ir COunter­
parts the Blues. of which w,," have 1O'lby 
thr~e established variet;ts, the rlIut 
Longhair.. the British Blue and th~ 

Ru,sian Bille. Chocolate coloured cat~, 

longhaired aod shorthaired, must from 
time to timc ha .... e appeared since the 
unl(lrtunalf ., Swi~s M~)Unlain Cat " died 
and it is (>pen 10 conj~etU;'t' "'hether had 
luck, insufficient knowledge of' the laws of 
inhcrilan("t' or the above 4uOted t. lack 
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01" pr\tlencc" h(-1\',' bct'~:1 IT"pOnstblc (or 

thi..' alJ....coce oj ~-ljl-·colour(:d ,)ro\,\-n ca!~ 

(rOIlt the shol.'. bene:) slnrc the turn vfrne 

(l'CHllry 

Fin) odd ~ <:an went by l)({orc 

Frarl! t'S SlIllP';;Oll'S prt"diclun W;IS put 
into rH(~( rice hy a r("\\ cXptCio;J-nrai 

brn':,kr~, \';11',) dc-liberaH:)y set ()u~ tv 

bP.Td I-Ll\',UI3 crJ!ourl·d cah; \'vithout 

n'('l' h::l\'ing )I'\'n one
J 

using for their raw 

;naf('rial Si;-Hl~t'SC, Ru~~i;Hl Blu("" and 

JIlf-~' (;.lrs. 

Longhair Nt>xt 

l\r the Her" ,lno ~!iddx, Cat Club Cn. 
S:IC\\ in 1953":\ Ha\'una In.-dc, Elrnlo\',:(:r 

Br()rl/(~ Idol. \\'a\ :,huwn by his lJre<'l!tT 

Mrs, 1. Monro Smith, of Read!l1.1j Like 
his prcd('("('\~(lr uf' many y<.'al's J.~o, lle was 

l'nrncd in ,hl ,\,a.c. cla" and murh 

admin-'d, HI": !\)fliJnarely ~tlr\'ivl'd (I,) sire' 

'5011le ('xcdll'IlL pr0gcny anel rh<-::re ;:'!.rl;· 

lo~day l"l'\\: £b\';1naS \.\ flo !(t(:k hi~ narLll: 

in rheir fwdigr("('s, rhr' kitlf:1 shn\-\n In 

Ihl' phi.ltogt aph is hIs g'l'CLnd-daufoh ru', 

:")!lOrlhal:",:d Havanas ~rt' no\\' brin~ 

;-~rcd b) a IlLrn\)ct' 0:- f"anC!<T" <lrHll.~~n be 
'('l'rl in ninny vI' dw '~',H :-tho\'':::;. ,\ wcll­

knO\\'n and ~no\vkdg,]hk bret:dcr IS 

\\-"lll'k;n,~ til Pl'o<!;\ec ..:t (()nL(h~lin'd strain 

'.J)' the :,,:tn';;- nduur \'\'hich will no dOl'ibl 

111:~kc i~·, 1";1:>'; apP(:;1r;lnc:' in due- ((,~;ts,~' 

Not a Sport 

1-[a\ ana ~'nt"i, v..,h(.'r!wr shun harred ur 

longJJain'd, breed (rue when rn~u<..'ti ttl 

tlwir 1"1\\"1") kind, Tiley an' not a" s!J{)f[ )' 

but a ('ol<Jtll' "<Hitty like Blnc'i or Crf'ams, 
Ha\'ing urIC_'f' ben). c~ta.hjishc-d thcy \-\ ill 

('\'\~JltualLy take lIwir place alnongst fhe 

recognizee! breeds \vl1ich, bur lor the 

pn:ln,tlun tkalll vI the:" ~\\:i:~s ~'If)unt;{l.in 

Cat," they wO!lld probably ila\'C hdd 
since Ihe early days or the Fane>'. 

'} be prcscnL~d3Y Havanas, having belTI 

Im.'d from \'ardu Ily sloit'ned, hea I\I", 
st(Jck, ,~IT easy hn'cd\'fS and gC'lod 

mothers and Wl' h?-.vr: no fe-ar rh~H thl'')' 

-;1".ighr di~appcar again IQr hair LI ceiHury 

or murt'. H;-H'in:; for lhnr an('l~S(Or.~, 

bc)idc" Si.:Hll"")I·, Rlh~ian Blues d~d 

g('nUlnC Engll<;h ,::tlky (.ll:--. they ~Vf, :n 
spirt Qf' thei:· ,"!Hxt silky nt~\S, \ve)] ahk 

to stand our clirn.:lte and an: r:njoying 

\)u'i.ch.x'r cx~:rI"lSl' as murh in winter .'1 c, )11 

summer. 
:\s \y'(, ,y~tch nul' bro\\'n kinr~ns pl'H'in~ 

in die ~un: we cannot ltdp ke.Jinq- dated 
al [he- though~ or having th;H r('~('rcated 

It\\'ej~, cO['.)ur· -" in linll~'." 

IUlhor's t"'4:ftt;r!rt li:~"'~ld,) 

SHOPPING IN SOHO 

;\ young ;-Hld rJb:5'-.T\'<1nt Il'ncr \\'ritt;, to 

the London Slar l"1l'\\''"'pnptT here: dcs~ 

crib("~ her f'.xpcricnc,'" \d)il.)t ;-,hopping 

10 find ,. a niet middle pie'''' orhaciduC'k " 
(,w hcr cat. 

d I d.ln 13 and hl:rt~ is. lit) JCCOUrI[ ofa 
.'dloppirJ~ e;-;p,-diti(J;; in ~oho\ lkrl,\'lck 

Markel. 
.. ' I bUt':\S 1 \"\'{lS \kad lllrk\' {II lJrnl' my 

\·jsit to thl' fishmongt'r <It l1w prt"cise 

mOlnent rhe piAlr man rC::.I.<:!h.:-d rht end 

or hI, tf'tlirr 3nd li,er;::,Jly m;ld{' the fish 
fly 

.. Tq the wizened liulc WOlna!) he 

H,xca:lled; 'Lo-ok \\ lL£lf ~'OU'\'lA dprH' to 

m~ fi.... L.· I .(1{!Ked. On llll' SLlb 1~IY a 

cod, C~it into thI't.T. 

,. T!l" 'ail and tIll' lwacl h\ !wid aldl : 
. Yvu \\'Ollwn, y011 Ul'i\'(" d lnan rllad, 

.-4, fj"h has a ht'ad and a tall. Rif:1H.l 

But you d(!o'[ w;tnl ht'ad:- ani! [ails. 

You aIt \·\'ant a picCl' (H.1t of t.!ll' nliddic. 
Right? 

" 'I gi;"t: rOU !ht~ rniddk I,ut th(·n 

you're not ')ati::;.fi('~!. It·..... loU dear. 

So rnu \.vaik on" and ka\'f.· rLW with my 

hsh ruincd. \'Vhe) \\'::lI1h d·w hl,Aads and 

lails When you've Ilni$[wd with lhern, ch ? 
(1u un) dear (1fT Ihr· lo( fir yuu.' 

(l I had inl{~Il(ll'd a.ikin.~ lUI" a nie(' 

middle piece of hndd,)('k, 

"Ilkd, 
<, ~ 1 go ro tht' IlWrKl'( ~·\"(.'r)' d(l~' tn 

buy li,l, ICH "Ill' ca'. \fil'b I think it 

\\'oldd be wJse i! my [dll'r \V,IS signt"d 

·-Sana Ob500er." 
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