


Havanas Past & Present

By E. VON ULLMANN, F.Z.S.

PP HE best and most defin-
1 itely coloured A.O.C. cat

I ever saw was Mrs,
Davies’ Sin Li, a deep self-
coloured chocolate brown cat.
He was supposed to be one of
three Swiss Mountain Cats im-
ported to this country, and he
was a most handsome and inter-
esting animal. Unfortunately he
died young, leaving no progeny.”

(Frances Simpson,
“ The Book of the Cat,” p. 234

¢ Colourbreeding is a most
fascinating pursuit ; but, unfor-
tunately, the average cat fancier
lacks the patience to follow it out
to a satisfactory conclusion. There
is no doubt that by judicious
crossbreeding new colours could
be produced and I think that they
will be produced in time. I have

seen a chocolate brown cat and a
yellow cat with black stripes, and
no doubt they will appear again.”

(ibid., p. 344).

These two passages were  writien
nearly 60 years ago. The cat described
in the first quotation has presumably the
honour of being the first Havana 1o be
mentioned by name in the cat literature,

It s, however surprising chat self-
brown cats have not been taken up by
cat lanciers fong ago, like their counter-
parts the Blues, of which we have to-day
three  established  varieties, the Blue
Longhair, the British Blue and the
Russian Blue,  Chocolate coloured cats.
longhaired and shorthaired, must from
time to time have appeared since the
unfortunate ** Swiss Mountain Cat ™ died
and it is open to conjecture whether bad
luck, insufficient knowledge of the laws of
inheritance or the above queted “ lack

Keysione

The author with her home-bred Shorthaired Havana ROOFSPRINGER PERIWINKLE, a

fascinating combination of rich brown coat and bright green eyes. Baromess Edit von

Ulimagnn, a keen student of genctics, is a danghter of Baron von Ullmann, formerly an official

at the Finance Ministry in the days of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. She holds a law

degree, works for a golicitor in London and lives on a converted coalbarge moored in Padding-

ton Basin, which is part of the Grand Union Canal. It is on the barge that she conducts her
cat breeding experiments.



ol patience " have been responsible for
the absence of scll>coloured drown cats
fromt the shiow beneh sinee the turn of the
coeniury

Fifty  odd  years  went by belore
Franres Simpson’s prediction was put
inte pracrice by a few experimensal
breeders, who deliberately set outr
breed Havana colourcd cats, without
ever having seen one, using for their raw
matecial Staniese, Russian Blues and

Longhair Next

Arihe Hers and Middx, Cat Club Ch.
Shew in 1933 a Havana malde, Elmower
Bronze Idol. was shown by his breeder
Mes. I Monro Semith, of Reading, Like
his predecessor of many years ago, he was
entered in the NO.C, class and much
admired. He fortunarely survived w sire
sowe exeelleny progeny and there are
t-day lew Havanas who lack hiy name
in theie pedigeees. Thr kitea shown in
the phatograph is his grand-daughrer,

Shorthaizedd Havanas are now being

bred by a nember o fanciers and can be

seens i many of the cat shows. N\ well-
known and  knowledgabic breeder s

working w prodace a longhaired strain

of the same coluur which wili no dowbn

ke ins prbidn carance in due e

Not a Sport

Hayana cats, whether shorthamed o
longhaired. breed tree when mated o
their own kind. They are not 2™ sport ™
but a colour variety like Biacs or Creams.
Having unce been estabhlished they will
cventually take their place amongst tha

recognized  breeds which, but for the
premature death of the ™ Swiss Mountain
Cat,” they would probably have held
since the early davs of the Fancy.

1 he present-day Havanas, having been
bred from  carcfully  selected, heal
stoch,  are casy  breeders and  geod
mathers and we have no fear that they

HY

miight dizappear agaio for hall a century

or more.  Having for thar ancestors,
besides  Siamese. Ruossian Blues  and
geoune Enghsh alley can. they are, o
spire of their short silky coats, well able
to stand our climate and arc cnjeying
ourdoor exerise as murch in winter s in
summer.

As we watch our brown kittens plaving
in the sun, we cannot hielp feeling clated
al the thought of having that re-created
fovely colour =" in time."”

Authar’s copyright seseried. )

SHOPPING IN SOHO

A young and observant letter writer 10

the London Star newspaper here des-
cribes Ber experiences whilst shopping
1o find * a nice middle picec of haddoek >
for her cat,

“Tam 13 and here is vy account of a
shopping expedition in Soho's Berwick
Market.

0

T guess b owas dead Licky wo tme my
visit o the fishmonger at the precise
moment the puor man reached the end
of fns tether and lierally made the hsh
fiv.

U To the wizenetl litde worman e

screamced @ Look what yvou've done to

my I Locked. On the slab fav a
cod, cut into three.

" The wall and the head he held alolt -
“You women. von drive o man mad
A [ish has a head amd a tail. Righy !
But you don't want heads and  zuls
You alt want a prece out of the niiddle.
Right ?

oI give you the maddle bhut then
vou're not satsficd. 1t's ioo dear.
S0 ynu walk ofl and leave me with my
fish ruined.  Who wanis the heads aond
wails when you've finished with them, ¢h ?
Go on, clear off the lot of vou.?

“T had intended asking r a nice
middle piece of haddnck.

HE Hed.

“ s 1 ogo o the market every dav to
buy lish for eur cat, Micky 1 think it
would be wise i my letter was signed

-—Sohn Observer.””




